MEMOIR OF AN EVENTFUL
EXPEDITION IN CENTRAL AMERICA;
RESULTING IN THE DISCOVERY OF
THE IDOLATROUS CITY OF IXIMAYA,
IN AN UNEXPLORED REGION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649200733

Memoir of an eventful expedition in Central America; resulting in the discovery of the
idolatrous city of Iximaya, in an unexplored region by Pedro Velasquez

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



PEDRO VELASQUEZ

MEMOIR OF AN EVENTFUL
EXPEDITION IN CENTRAL AMERICA;
RESULTING IN THE DISCOVERY OF
THE IDOLATROUS CITY OF IXIMAYA,
IN AN UNEXPLORED REGION

ﬁTrieste






ERTTT STy T S - s

TR e S e T

AT AYLY i 00 83 30 3 (g m )
v L \-E_..fx._z\_ SN v
'3 G
@E‘ﬁ@ €3
3 :

r*\ m.
@) EVENTFUL EXPED@

¥ AL 9 A /ZD

' CERTRAL AMERIGE ﬁ
R sk Tanaunyy ) FRE
R c:unmm..'rmc- nsr'rn:z DIECOVIRY OF THE 1BOLATRODY CITY OF T3

%C&s&g

3

De camd,ar.ta anl;l .E-pac:lmena u;.:E'th En.r_" naw._. O be {mow ﬁ
L nesrly SXTnCL) of the Anai ozt Astau Foundera of the
Fulnad 'I'umpl,b I thut Conoiry,.

B Onos s o @

y JOHN L, STEVENS, ESQ.,
AND OTIER TRATVELLRERA.

N

NN SN NI NI
1 WWW*WWW&‘I

‘5)
€D

LI

s



4

of Malsboons, wtill eximting io that city, and to which belonged Vanipeor, the
official guardian of thmﬁildnu, a8 mentioned in this memoir, "I'."tll.-.qu.cz
Etates lﬂl. the likeness of ¥aslpsar to the right hend figure in the frontspiese
of Steveps second volome, which is hers alap the coe oo the right hand, was
#8 exact, in outline, ss if the latter had besn a dagoerreotype minia e,

While writing his ** Narmtve® efter hie rslwrn to San Halvador, in the
spring of the present year, (EBA0) Senor Velasguer wae fivored, by an Amme-
ionn gentlemn of thut city, with a copy of * Layards Nigeweh," and wam
foreibly struck with the close characteristic rescmblance of the fuces in many
of its engravings to those of the tobabitants in genernl, 2a w peculic Bmily
of mankind, both of Iximaya #od its soreonnding region,  The folfowing are
sketches (somewhat impetect} of Lwo of the male fuces e which he refers . —

And e following peofite, from the ssime wark, pronoonced by Velasguey
‘o be equally characteristle of the female faees of et region, makicg due sliow-
ance [or the superh head dressea of ¢ al plurnaga, with which he deacribes
the latler as being adorged, inalesd of the mele galen, or clise cip, tetzineds
in the epgraving.

These illustrationz, slight as they are, nre dezmed inlertsting, becuose the
Iximayens amert thair descest from & very anck ot Aweyriah colony neardy co-
temporary with Ninevel itself—a olaim which received siroog confimmation,
nat oaly from the hierogiyphies aod monements of Iximaya, bur from the
engravings in btevens” volumes of saveral vemarkable chiests, (the inverted
winged globe capecinlly,] at Paleogue—once n kindred colony,

1t should have been stated in the following Mamoir, that Senor Velasquer,
on hut resum 1o San Sslvador, cawsed the two Konna childeen 1o be bapt.sed
into the Catholic Choer:h, by the Bishop of the Diocess, ender the oames of
Maximo and Bartola Yelosquez,




MEMOIR

OF A RECENT

EVENTFUL EXPEDITION

CENTRAIL AMERICA.

I the second volome of his fravels jn Contral America—than
which no work ever published in this country, has ereated snd
msintained a higher degree of intereat,'both at hame snd abroad—
Mr, Stevens speaks with suthusiasm of the conversations he
had held with sn intclligent snd hospitabls Padre, or Cstholi
priest, of Santa Oruz del Quichs, formerly of the village of Cha-
jul; snd of the oxciting information he had reeived from him,
concerning immense and marvellows antiquities in the sarround-
ing somntry, which, to the prepent bour, remein sntirely nnkoown
to the world. The Padre fold him of vest ruina, in & deserted
and desolats region, but four leagues from Vern Pas, more ex-
tensye than Quiche iteclf; and of snother ruimed eily,on the othor
mida of the great fraversing range of the Cordillaras, of which
o aceount has been given. DBut the most etimulating story of all,
wad the existenog of & lving city, far on the other side of tho great
sierra, large and populowe, oceupied by Indiang of the mme cha-
racter, and in precisoly the surae stats, a8 those of the. country
in general, before the diecevery of the continent and the desola-
ting eonquests of its invaders.

The Padre averred that, in younger days, he had climbed to
the topmost ridge of the gierrs, a height of 10 or 12,000 foet,
sad from its naked summit, looking over an immense plsin, ex-
tending to Yuosten and the Gulf of Mexico, had seen, with his
own eyes, i the remote distance, “ s Iarge city, spread DYEL B
grest space, with turrets white und glittering in the pun.” His



sooount of the pravalent Indian report conoerning it was, that no
white man had ever reached ithis eity ; that the inkabitants, who
speak the Mays language, are aware that a race of white stran-
gors haa conquersd the whole country sround them, snd have
bence murdered every white man that has sines attempted to
penstrats their territory. He sdded, that they havs no coin or
other circulating mediom ; ne horses, mules, or other domestio
animals, except fowls, “and keep the ococks under ground, to
prevent their erowing being heard.” This report of their slen-
der resources for anitnal food, and of their perpetual apprehension
of discovery, na indiested in this inadequute and childish expe-
dient to prevent if, i, in moat respects, contradioted by that of
the sdventorous expedition sbont to be be desotibed, and which,
having pased the walls of their eity, obtained better mformation
of their internal economy and condition than eould have hesn ao-
quired by any Indisns st ell likely to hold sommunication with
* places go very remote from the tarritory as Quiche or Chajul.

The effoot of these extraordinary sverments and recitals of the
Padre, upon the mwind of Mr. Sievens, topether with the deliber-
ate conclusions which he fioally drew from them, 1s beat expressed
in his own language.

“ The interest swakened In us, wae the most theilling I aver
experienced. ¥ Ome look at that city, was worth ten years of an
evary day life.* ¥ he ia vight; & place is left where [ndians and
& tity exigt, a8 Cortez and Alvardo found them ; thers are living
men who can ailve the mystery thet hangs over the roined cities
of Ameriea ; who can, perhaps, go bo Copan and read the Inserip-
tions on its meeuments. Mo mbject more exeiting and sttraotive
presents itaelf to any mind, and the deep impression in my mind,
will never ba effkced.

#Can it be true ? Being now in my scher sensen, I do veril
believe there is much ground to supposs that what the Pad-e taulg
us iz suthentio. "That m“ referred to doos not acknowledge
the government of Gua , and has pever been exploved, and
that no white man has ever pretended to have entered it, I am
satisfied. From other aourcea we heard that a large ruined city
wag visible ; and we ware told of nother person who had slimbed to
the top of the sierrs, but, on acocunt of the donse cloods resting
upon it, he had oot been able to sse anything. At all events,

belief st tha village of Chajul ia general, and a curiosily is
aroused that burns to be satisfied. We had a craving deaire to
reach the mysterions city. Noman if aver so willing fo peril his
life, could undertaks the enterprise, with any hope of snccess, with-
out hovering for ene or two years on the borders of the country,

"
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studying the langusge and character of the adjoining Indinns, and
making soquaintance with some of the patives, gFira hundred
men o¢uld probably march directly to the city, and the invasion
would be more justifisble than any mada by Spaniards ; bat the
Emfcrnment. iz too much ccoupied with its own wars, and the
nowledge coold not be procured éxcept at the prics of blood.—
Two young men of conatitation, aod who eonld afford to
ud five years, might suocoed. I the ul:‘jact of search prove a
phantomm, in the wild scanes of & new an nne?flored country,
thore arg other objeats of interest; but, if real, besides the glo-
riows excitement of such a novelty, they will have something fo
fock back opon throngh lifs, As to the demgers, they are si-
ways magnified, end, in goenaral, peril is diseovered soon enough
for esoupe. DBut, in all probability, if any diecovery is made, it
will be made bythe Padres. As for ourselves, tv attempt it
alone, ignorant of the lsngusge and with the mozos whe were &
consteht annoyange 0 v, was oub of the gyuestion. “The mosk
we thought of was & alimb to the top of the sierrs, thenoe to look
dowa apen the myeterious oity ; but we had diffigultics uno:ﬁh
in the road befors us; it would 244 ten days t0 8 journey slready
almost sppalling in the perspective ; for daye the sierra might be
covered with elouds ; in attompting too moch we might losa all ;
Palengne was our preat gqint, and wa determined notto he diver-
tod from the Courss we bad marked out.™ Vol. L, p. 193-195.
It is now known ihat two intrepid young men, ineited proba-
bly by this identizal passage in Mr. Sievens’s popular work—one
& Mr. Huertis of Faltimore, an American of Spanish parenta, from
Cohs, possessing sh smpls forfuns, and who had travelled
ek in Egypt, Pereis, apd Syria, for the persousl inspection of
snoient mosuments ; sod the ether, & Mr. Hawmond, a civil-engi-
neer from Cannda, who had been angagad for some years on sus-
veys in the Ugited States, agreed to undertake the perilous and
romantio enterpriza thme osntiopdly suggested and chivalrounsly
Amply eqnipped with every desirable appointment, including
daguarcealype apparatuses, mathematiceal instruments, and withal
fifty repoating rifles, leat it should become necemsary to resort to
an armed expedition, these gentlemsn gailed from New-Orleans
and arrived at Balize, in the fall of 1848, Here they procured
boreea, mules, and & party of ten exporicnced Indisna and Mes-
titzos ; and after pursuing a route, through a wild, broken, and
hesvily wooded region, for about 150 miles, on the Gulf of Ama-
tique, they struck off mare to the south-west, for Coban, where
they arrived on the morning of Christmas day, in time to
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partake of the substantial enjoyments, ns well na to observe the
peoalisr religions cersmonies, of the preat Catholio festival, in
that intensaly interior city.

At this place, while loitering to procure information and guides
for their forther journey to Sanin Crus del Quiche, thay got ao-
quainted with Sr. Pedre Velasques, of Ssn Salwmdor, who do-
scribes himself as a man of family and edueation, elthough a teader
in indigo ; and his intermediate destinotion, prior to his return to
the capital, happening also to be the same city, he kindly proffered
to the two Americans his supetior knowledge of the ccentry,or any
other nacful serviee ha could render them ; and he was socordingly
very gladly reosived as their friead and compenion on the way.
It is from & copy of & mannseript jownal of this pentleman, that
the translator haa oltsined the only information ss yet bronght to
the United Btates comeerning the remarkable rasgits of the ez~
ploring expedition whioh he will procesd to desoribe, or of the fate
of Mesars, Huertis and Havunond, ilewufortunate originatars and
eondnetors, or of those extraordinary living spscimens of & sui
generis tace of boings, hithevie mepposed 0 be eithar fsbulous or
extinct, which are at once its melanchely trophies and its physio-
logical sttestors, And it js from Benor Velesquoz slome thot
the public can reseive any further intelligence wpém thisardently
interesting subject, beyond that which his menmscript imperfectly
affords. 5

In order, however, to avoid an aniitipatory trespass upon the
ortoral sequence of the nareative, it may be proper to state,
that prior te his departure in thelr company from Ecban, Senor
Velanques had ressived from his fellow travellers a0 intimstion
whatever soncorning the wlterior objeot of their journey, snd had
neither seen nor heard of thoss volumes deseribing the stopendona
vestigea of ancient empire, in his naiive land, which had so
strongly excited the smualous passion of discovery in their minds.

Frequenily oalled by his mercantile speeulations, whish he
geems to have conducted mpon an extensive scele, to perform
long journeys from San Salvador, on the Pacifip gide of the Cor-
dilleras, to Comyagua inthe mid-interior, and thenee to Truxilla,
Omoa, and ¥eabal, on the Bay snd Gudf of Honduras, he had
traversed & large portion of the country, and had often been sur-
prised with sudden views of mouldering temples, pyramida and

v




cities, of vast magnitnde and marvellous mythology. And heing, s
it evidently appears, a man of unusual intelligense and soholastie
scquirements, he had doubtless felt, as he states, & profound but
hopeless curiosity converning their orighn snd history. He had
even seen and consecutively examined the numercus and ornate
monumentd of Copan ; but it was not ekl he had proceeded o
the sccond atage of the journey from Coban to Quiche, thas
ke was shown the engravings im the first volame of Stevens’
Central Amerioa, in which they arve so faithfolly depicted. Ha
recogoized many of them az old acquainianeen, nnd still more as
new ones, which had esoaped his wore carsory inspeetion ; and
in all he could trace corioms details which, on the spot, he re-
gretted the want of time to examine. He, moreover, knew the
mrly Don Gregorio, by whom Mr. Stevens had heon treated so
inhorpitably, and seversl other poraons in the vicinity of the ruing
whom he bad named, and was delighted with the eroirembiznce
of his desoriptioné. The Seoor confesses thet these cireumstan—
ces inspired him with uolimited confidenee in thet teavellerls
stalements upon other sobjeots ; snd when Mr, Huerdis read to
him tha further socount of the information given to Mr. Stevens
by the jolly aud woerry, bat fotelligent oId Padre of Quiche, re-
apecting other roined cities bayond the Sierrz Madre, and espoci-
ally of the living city of jndependant Candones, or ‘unchris-
tisnized Indiane, empposed to have been seen from the lofty
summit of that mountain range, and was told by Mesars. Huertis
and Hammond thet the exploration of this city was the ohief ob-
Ject of their perilous expedition, the Senor adds, that his enthu-
siasm becama enkindlad 4o 2t least as high & fervor as theirs, and
that, © with mare procipitancy thay prudenes, in s mpu of his
maturer yoars and important business pursuits, he resolved to
unite in the enterprise, to aid the herolc yonng men with his ex-
perience in travel and knowledge of the wild Indisns of the
region referred to, and to aoo the end of the adventore, result aa
it may." :

He was confirmed in this resolution by several concarring fasts
of which his companions were now told for the first time, Ha
intimately knew and had eevorsl timoa been the guest of the
worthy Cura of Quiche, from whom Mr. Btevens received ansu-
ranees of the existence of the rnined city of the ancient Asteos,



