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Tue Lectures of which this wvolume is composed
were written for delivery to some young students of
philosophy, and are now printed with the hope of
interesting a larger number of them. By Platonism is
meant not Neo-Platonism of any kind, hut the leading
principles of Plato’s doctrne, which I have tried to see
in close conunexion with himsclf as he is presented in

kiz own writings.
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PLATO AND THE DOCTRETINE OF MOTION

WITH the world of intellectual production, as with
that of organic generation. natute makes no sudden
starts. Nadira nalidl foctf per saltum; and in the history
of philosophy there are no absolute beginnings. TFix
where we may the origin of thiz or that doctrine or idea,
the dacirine of *reminizcence,” for instance, or of “the
perpetual flux,” the theory of " induclion” or the philo-
suphic view of things generally, the specialist will still
be able to find us some carlier anticipation of that
doctrine, that mental tendency. The most elementary
act of mental analysis tales time to do; the most rudi-
mentary sort of speculative knowledge, abatractions so
simple that we can hardly conceive the human mind
without them, must grow, and with difficulty. Thilesophy
itgelf, mental and moral, has ils preparation, its fore-
thoughts, in the poetry that preceded it. A powerful
ceneralisation thrown into some salient phrase, such as
that of Heraclitus—Ddrre gdeir All things fleet away
—may startle a particular age by its novelty, but
takes possession only because all along its root was
somewhere among the natural though but half-developed
instincts of the human mind itself,
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2 PLATO AND PLATONISM

Plato has seemed to many to have been scarcely less
than the creator of philosophy ; and it is an immense
advance he makes, from the crude or turbid beginnings of
scientific enguiry with the lomans or the Eleatics, to that
wide range of perfectly finished philosophical literature.
His encyclopicdic view of the whole domain of know-
ledge is more than a mere step in a progress. Nothing
that went before it, for compass and power and charm,
had been really comparable to it Plato's achicvement
may well seem an absolutely fresh thing in the morning
of the mind's history.  ¥et in truth the world Plato had
entered into was already almost weary of philosophical
debate, bewildered by the oppositions of sects, the claims
of rival schools. Language and the processes of thought
were already become sophisticated, the wery alr he
breathed sickly with eff-cast specolative atoms.

In the ¥dmewns, dealing with the otipin of the universe
he figures less as the author of a new theory, than as
already an eclectic critic of older ones, himself somewhat
perplexed by theory and counter-theary. And as we find
there a sort of storehouse of all physical theories, so in
reading the Parmenides we might think that all meta-
physical questions whatever had alrcady passed through
the mind of Plato, Some of the results of patient carlier
thinkers, ¢ven then dead and gone, are of the struc-
ture of his philosophy. They are everywhere in it, not
as the stray carved coner of some older edifice, to be
found here or there amid the new, but rather like minute
relics of earlier organic life in the very stone he builds
with, The central and most intimate principles of his
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teaching challenge us to go hack beyond them, not
merely to his own immediate, somewhat enigmatic
master—to Secrates, who survives chiefly in his pages—
but to various precedent schoals of speculative thought,
in Greece, in Tonia, in Ttaly ; beyond these into that age
of poetry, in which the first efforts of philosophic appre-
hension had hardly understood themselves; beyond that
unconscious philosophy, again, to certain constitutional
tendencies, persuasions, forecasts of the intellect itself]
stch as had given birth, it would seem, to thoughts akin
to Flato's in the older civilisations of India and of Egypt,
a3 they still excercise their authority over ourselves,

The thoughts of Plato, lilke the language he has to use
(we find it so again, in tarn, with those predecessors of
his, when we pass from him to thum) are covercd with
the trages of previous labour and have had their earlier
proprictors.  If al times we become aware in reading
him of certain anticipations of medern knowledge, we
are also quite obviously among the relics of an older,
a poetic or half-visionary world, 1t is hardly an ex-
aggeration to say that in Plate, in spite of his wonderful
savour of literary freshness, there is nothing absolutely
new: of rather, as in many other very original pro-
ducts of human genias, the seemingly new is old also,
a palimpsest, a tapestry of which the actual threads
have served before, or like the animal frame itself,
every particle of which has alrcady lived and died many
times over. Nothing but the life-giving principle of
cohesion is new; the new perspective, the resultant com-
plexion, the expressiveness which familiar thoughts
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