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PREFACE,

T do not zalicit the attention of the public for the purpose of
exeiting sympothy or szeeking redress. Sympathy, thouzh
orateful, can do litile fo repair misfortenes, or to redress
gome wrongs; as for vengeanee, if it be proper to comsider it
at all, it moat e left with Him who has sad, that it 15 [,
and that “ e will repay.” I write beeause I feel that I ought
not to be—nay, enunot be silent, knowing what 1 personally do
of the wrongs and errvors inceident to the Ilomizh zystem of
religion ; and knowing also that the frufh will never he given
to the public exeept by those who can write az I ean, from per-
sonal cxpericnes and positive knowledye.

Tn luying thiz book before the pablic, I am guided by truth.
I do not make a single ztatement which ean be refuted. T give
names, dates, and facts, uh;ll]lg:tging conteadiction. I!-I}' olject
s purely charitable. T wish to enlighten the blind, deluded,
and guperstitious Catholics with reference fo the errors of their
religion, and the nonatoral dizeipline, and pernicious influence
of the conventual 1ife ; and alzo ta arouze the lukewarm, indif-
ferent and un=uspecting among Protestaats whose daughters may
be attendants of some convent schoaol, where they are being
entieed from them through the intrizoez and cunning of Jesuits
and Sisters of Charity, who are adepts in beguiling unstuble



v I'RLFACE.

hearts through the emply, theatriea), and alluring eeremonies
of a religion which has a peculiar charm for children and weak
minils, and for all whao live nceording to the senzes—uot the spinit.

I have also truthfully detailed my own bitter experienee, so
replete with persecution and sorrow, that it will ezuse many to
cxclaim, “Is it possible that one woman enn have endored
such numerous and severe trinks ¥ Few indesd, have tosted
gorrow ke unto mive; and T now Dless “the ITand  that
chasteneth,” for in no other way eonld 1 be cleansed from the
dross of Catholic aoperstition, than by the parifying fornace
of tribulation. Through the gate of suffering 1 have come
ont of bondage, and entered into the Wessed * liberty of the
children of Guwl.” Praize be to [1is ho'y name forever! This
book is my own pl‘l‘u]ut‘.ﬂﬂn, zimple and leae, and as such, T
trust it will meet the approbation of my readers; and may God
prant that it may be the memns of saving ong immortal soul
from the slavery of Homanism and the livieg tomb of convents !
If only one soul should be saved, 1 shall have aceomplished a
noble work [

LEpire 'Gognaw,



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

A remarkable experience and wonderful suceess are here
narrated. The avthor of thiz book had sulfored great wrongs
at the hands of a powerfol Ecclesiastical bicrarchy. Here she
has spent most of her convent life,  1lere, a litle more than a
vear ago, penuiless, fricndloss, almost hopeless, she came to
tell the story of her sufferings, and to wnmask the errors and
evila of the Romish Church. With earnest purpose, manifest
slncerity and conscientions motives, she nddressed herself o a
task for which bt few would have had eunfficient courage.
Public attention was immediately awakeoed, and an intense
public interest arcuszed in behalf of a woman who simply
claimed the right to tell the story of her wrongs, and to vindi-
cate herself against the unjust aspersions of her enemies.

This story is here rehearsed for wider dissemination among
the American public. Asa brief history of 2 checkered and
eventful life, as a significant protest against o church which



