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AN
AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT

i . OF THE

| SHAKSPERIAN MANUBCRIPTS.

IN Juftice to the world, and to remove the
odium under which my father labours, by
publifhing the manuferipts brought forward
by me as Shakfpear’s, I think it neceflary to
give a true accouat of the bufinefs, hoping
that whatever may occur in the following
pages will meet with favor and forgivenefs,
when confidered as theatt of a boys
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My education is no otherwife material to
the publie, than to thew that the fchools at
Kenfington, Ealing, Sobo-fquare, and three
years fpent at Amieps, and the College of Ex
in Normandy, were to qualify me for the law,
and at the age of fixteen, 1 was articled to a
gentleman of eminence in New-Imn.

My father having.a tafte for old and curi-

ous trafts, I imbibed a liking for the fame
purfuit, and attended much more to book-

ftalls, than to Blackflone, or Coke upon

* Littieton.

Frequently after dinner my father would
read the different accounts of Shak/pear, and
fay, it was wonderful, out of fo many thou-
fand lines which he muft have wrote, that
nio veftige remained but his fignature to the
will in the Commons, and his name affixed
to the mortgage deed prefented by Mr. #allis
to Mr. Garrick; this was often repeated, and,
with enthufiaftic praifes of Shak/pear, my
father would often fay, that if there ever was
a man infpired, Shakpear was that man.

Curiofity
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Curiofity led me to look at the fignatures

~publithing in Stevens’s Skakfpear, and it oc-

cured to me, that if fome old writing could
be produced, and paffed for Shakfpear's, it
might occafion a little mirth, and thew how
far credulity would go in the fearch for anti-
quities

Having one day purchafed a thin quarto
tra& of the time of Elmabeth, illuminated
and bound in vellum, with her arms on the
cover, 1 determined on trying an experi-
ment with it, and for the purpofe wrote a
letter (in imitation of the hand of that
petiod) as from the author of the baok, ma-
king it the prefentation copy from himfelf to

.

the queen.

I wrote this epiftle with common ifik,

- weakened with water, but found its appear-

ance too modern, notwithftanding I deter-
mined on thewing it; but before I went
home from chambers, where it was contriv'd,
I call'd on a book-binder in New-Inn paflage,
of the name of Laurie, and laughingly told

B2 him
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himwhat I had contrived; then, producing the

letter, I afk'd him his opinion? he told me’

it was well done, and might deceive many.
A young man working in the fhop then

" faid, he could give me a compofition which
would have much more the appearance of old
ink; I begg'd he would, upon which he
mix'd a few drops of acid with fome other
liquid (ufed in marbling the covers of books)
in a vial ; then writing a few words on paper,
held it to the fire to thew its effe&, when the
letters' turn’d completely brown. Having
~procured this, I went back to chambers, and
. re-wrote the letter, which I took home and
fhewed my father, who thought it genuine.

"This, and the book I exchanged with him for

fome other tra&. It was the firft thing of the
kind I ever attempted, but after I had wrote
-a great quantity of the Shakfwar manu-
fcripts, Ithought my firftattempt, fo badly ex-
ecuted, that I again got it from my father,
and deftroyed it, fearing a difcovery.

Soon
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Soon after my father went into the coun-
try, it being long vocation, I obtained per-
miffion of the gentleman with whom I was
articled, to accompany him. ‘The laft place
we vifited before ouj return to town, was
Stratford upon Auvon, where we remained a-
bout ten days; during which time, my father
made eager enquiries concerning Shak/pear,
. butacquired little more knowledge than thofe
who went before him:

We vifited Clopton Houfe, about a mile
from Stratford, the gentleman who occupied
it, behaved to us with much civility. On my
father faying, he withed to know any thing
relative to our Bard? the gentleman replied,
that had he been there a few weeks fooner, he
could have given him a great quantity of his,
and his family’s letters. My father, much
" aftonithed, begged to know what was become
of them ? "Phe gentleman’s anfwer was, that
having fome young partridges which he wifth-
ed to bring up, he had, for the purpofe, clear-
ed out a {mall appartment wherein thefe pa-
pers lay, and burnt a large bafket-full of them,

3 he



