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THE STUDY OF WORDS

Introductory Lecture

There are few who wounld not readily acknowledge that
mainly in worthy baoks are preserved and hoarded the
treasures of wisdom and knowhedge which the world has
aceumulated; and that chiefly by aid of books they are
handed down from one generalion Lo another. I shall
urge on you in Lhese lectures something different Crom this;
namely, that not in bovks only, which all acknowledge, nor
vet in eonneeled oral discourse, hut often also in words con-
templated singly, there are boundless stores of moral and
historie truth, and no less of passion and imagination, laid
up—ihat from these, lessons of infinite worth may be
derived, if omly our attention is roused to their existence.
[ shall urge on yan how well it will repay you to study the
words which vou arc in the liabit of using or of mecting, be
they such axs relate bo highest spiritual things, or our common
words of the shop and the narket, and of all the familiae
intercourse of daily life. [t will indeed repay you far
better than vou can easily believe. I am sure, at least, thal
for many a voung man hiy first discovery of the fact that
words are living powers, are the vesture, yea, even the
body, which thoughts weave for themselves, has been like
the dropping of scales from his eyes, Ike the acquiring of
another sense, or the introduction into a new world; he is
never able to cease wondering at the moral marvels that
surround lim on every side, and ever reveal themselves
more and more to his gaze,

We indeed hear it not seldom said that ignorance is the
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THE STUDY OF WORDS

mother of admiration.  No falser word was ever spoken,
and hardly o1 more wischievous ance; implying, as it does,
that this healthicst exercisc of the mind rests, for the most
park, on 2 deceit ad a delusion, and that with larger knowl-
t_'[il_!"f_' it would cense: while, in l.l'lltEJ_, fur onee that igm:rﬁnc‘e
leads us Lo admire that which with fuller insight we should
perecive to bz o conyuuan thing, one demanding no such
tribute from us, a hundred, may, a thousand times, i pre-
vents us from admiring that which is admirable indecd.
And this is sn, whether we are wwoving in the region of
nature, which is the region of God's wonders, or in Lhe
region of art, which is the region of man’s wonders; and
nowhers truer than in this sphere and region of langunage,
which is about to claim us now, Oftentines here we wall
up and down in the midst of intellectnal and moral marvels
with a vacant cye and & careless mind ;) even as some travel-
ler passes wmnoved over ficlds of fame, or through eities
of ancicnt renown—unmoved, beeause utterly anconscious
of the loity deeds whicl there Tuse been wroughl, of the
great hearls which spent themselves there, We, like him,
wanting the knowledge and insight which would have served
Lo kindle admiration in uws, are oftentiines deprived of this
pure aml elevaling excitement of the mind, and miss oo
less that menifold iosteuction which ever lies about our path,
and nowhere more ]ﬁrgr_:l:_r than in our daily words, if only
we knew how Lo put (orth our hands and make it our own.
"What riches,” one exclaims, * Ye hidden in the \'ulgar bon o
of our poorest and most ignorant. What flowers of para-
dise lie under our feet, will Lheir beautics and their parts
undistinguished and undiscerned, from having been daily
teodden on.'

And this subject upen which we are thus entering ought
mot to be a dull or nnintercsting one in the handling, or one
to which enly by an cffort T will :l."u"]u:l the attention which
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE

[ shall elaim, If it shall prove so, this I fear must be
through the fault of my manner of treating it; for certainly
in itselt there is no study which may be made at onee more
instruetive and entertaining than the study of the use and
abuse, the origin and distinction of words, with an investiga-
tion, .li.]_ighl'_ thongh it may he, of the treasures contained
in them; which is exactly that which I now propese to
myself and to you, I remember a very learned scholnr,
to whom we owe ane of aur hest Greek lexicons, & book
which must have cost him years, spesking in the preface
of his completed worle with 4 jusl disdain of some, whoe
complained of the irksonye drodgery of such toils as those
which had engaged him so long—toils irksome, forseoth,
h!j{'}lll.‘il! ']IL!_".-' !JI!I_".-' ]'I.FLII.I tar I1EJ ".‘.'i!]] “-"III'{.IF. I_]I‘. [Ii.ﬂi_!.l..'li[ﬂE .‘ITI;'.‘
part with those who asked pity for themselves, as so many
gallev-zslaves chained to the oar, or martyrs whoe had offeread
themselves [or the good of the lieraey workl, e declares
that the task of classing, sorting, greuping, comparing,
tracing the derivation and usape of words, had been to him
no dradgery, but a delight und lubour of love*

And if this may be true in regard of a foreign tongue,
how mueh truer oughl il Lo be i regard of our own, of
our “mother tongue,” as wo affectionately call it. A great
writer not very long departed from us has borne witness
ub oner Lo the pleasavtoess and I}ruﬁt uf this st'ud:;'. *In
a language,” he savs, ' like ours, where so many words are
derived from other languages, there are few modes of
instryction more useful or wore amuosing than that of aceus-
toming voung people to seek Tor the etyvmaology or primary
mesning of the words they wse. There are eases in which
mare knowledge of more value may be conveved by the his-
tory of a word than by the history af a :,:HTI]]_:I.'IEHH.I o
writes Coleridge; and jmpressing the same truth, Emerson
has somewhere characterized language as ' fossil poetry)
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THE STUDY OF WORDS

He evidently means that just as in some fossil, curions
amd beautiful shapes of vegetable or animal life, the grace-
ful fern or the finely vertebrated Mzard, such as now, it
may be, have been extinet for thousands of years, are per-
manently bound up with the stone, and rescued from that
perishing which would else have been their portion,—so in
waords are beautiful thoughts and mages, the imagination
amd the fecling of pust ages, of men long sinee in their
graves, of men whose very names hove perished, there are
these, which might so easily have perished tos, preserved
and made gafe for ever.  The phenge is a striking one; the
only fault one can find with it is that it i= too narrow.
Language may be, and indeed is, Lhis ' fossil poetey ' ; bat
it may b affirmed of 9 with l!‘.‘t?lﬂﬂ"_‘,-" the somne teuth that it
iz fossil cthies, or fossil Listory, Words quite as often and
as effectually cmbody facts of history, or convielions of
the maral sense, as of Lhe imaginallon or passion of men;
cven as, 5o far oas that moral sense may be perverted,
they will bear witness and keep a record of that perversion.
On all these points I shall enter al fall in after lectures;
bt T may give by anticipation s specinen or twoe of what |
mean, to make from the first my purpose and plan more
fully intelligible to all.

Language then 45 * Tossil peetry ' 5 in other words, we are
not to look for the poctry which a people may possess only
in its pocms, or its poetieal castorns, Lraditions, and beliefs,
Many o single word alse is #aelf o concentrated pocm,
having stores of poctical thovght and imagery laid up in it
Examine it, and it will be found to rest on some deep
analogy of things natoral and things spiritual; bringing
those to illustrate and to give an abiding form and body
to these, ‘The image way have grown trite and ordinary
now : perliaps through the help of this very word may have
become so entirely the heritege of all, as o sean little better
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than a commonplace: yet nat the less he who first discerned
the relation, and devised the new word which should
express it, or gave to an old, never hefore but literslly
used, this new and figurative scnse, this man wns in his
degree & poet— o maker, that i, of things which were not
before, which wonld not have existed but far him, or for
some other gifted with equal powers. He who spake first
of a "dilapidated ' fortune, what an imuge muast have risen
up hefore his mind's eye of smmoe falling houwse or palace.
stone detaching itself from stone, till all had gradually
sk into desolation aod ruin.  Or he who to that Greek
WA 1,"1_,-_,._-]-_"1,-;.]'..,-, whichk 5igniﬁcﬂ urigiu:lll}' “Lthe winnowed,
the unmingled,” gave Lrst its ethical signification of °sin-
cere, *truthfnl,” or as we might say, "unadulterated.” can
we ideny to him the poct’s feeling and exe® 3Many o man had
gazed, we are sure. at the japged and indented mountain
ridges of Spain, before one called thews ' sierras” or " saws,
the name by which now ther are known, as Séerra Morena,
Nierra Nevada; bot that man eeined his imagination into
g word which will endure as long as the everlusting hills
"."."l[il:!l E]'ﬁ r]}l]li'ﬁl.':!.

But it was sa2id just now thal swords often contain a wit-
Tiess f‘ﬂlr grf_‘ﬂt ':L'I_I:,'I]_'ﬁ]_ tl'utt'l'j—c..liflil ]I.“'I.'l-'i[l.y_' ].':Il'l:"hﬂ'Ffl:I F‘it“‘h i1
seal of truth upon language, that men are continually wuttcr-
ing deeper things than they knpw, asserting mighty prinei-
ples, it mny be asserting them against themselves, in words
that to them may seem nothing more than the current coin
of societv. Thus to what grand meral purposes Bishop
Butler turns the word * pastime "¢ how solemn the testimony
which he compels the world, ort of jts own use of this
word. to render ngainst itself—obliging it to own that its
amusements and p[c:auuruﬁ do not really satis{v the rind
and fill it with the sense of an abiding and satisfying jor:-
they are only ' pastime ' ; they serve only, as this word
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confesses, to pass away the fime, o prevent it from hang-
ing, an intolerable burden, on men's hands: ull which they
ean do at the best is to prevent wen from diseovering and
attending to their own inteenal poverty and dissatisfaction
and want. He miglt have added that there is the same
acknowledgment in the word ° diversion,” which means no
more than that which diverts or turns us aside from our-
sclves, and in this way helps uws to forget ourselves for
a littke,  And thus it would appear that, eéven according
to the ‘world's own confession, nll which it propaoses is—
not to wake us happy, but a little to prevent s Trom remem-
bering that we are unlappy, to pass away our time, to diverd
us frony ourselves.  While, sn Lthe olher Land, we declare
that the good which will really fill our souls and satisfy
them to the ullermost, is not in us, but withoot us and above
us, in the words which we use to set forth any transcending
delight. Take three or four of lhese words—' transport,
“raplure,  pavishment,” ' cestasy,'— transport,’ that which
carries us, a8 raptore,’ or © ravishment,” that which snateles
us out of and above ourselves; and ' eestasy ' is very nearly
the same, only drawn from the Grock,

And not Jess, where u perversion of the moral sense has
found plaee, words presUTVY oftentioes o record of this per-
version.  We have a signal example of this in the uwse, or
rather misnse, of Lhe words © religion” and * religions ™ due-
ing the Middle Ages, and indeed in o many parts of Christen-
dom still. A " religious * person did pot then mean any one
who Celt and owned the honds that bound him te God and
to his fellow-men, but one who had taken peculiar vows upon
him, the member of a monastic Order, of a 'religion ' as
it was called,  As little did a ' religions ' louse Lhen mean,
nor does it now mean in the Church of Home, a Chiristian
hiousehold, vrdered in the fear of God, but a house in which
these persons were gathered together aecording to the rule
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