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PREFACE

THE present volume has been written primarily to
allow the ordinary reader to sece at a glance what
the position really is to-day in Eastern Asia, and to
explain precisely why there should be conflict between
China and Japan.

The essential point—which the writer first insisted
upon at great length in The Fight for the Republic in
Ching—is that Japan has a dual policy, one policy
for the East ahd another for the West; that she
uses military power and secret loans to advance
the first, and diplomaey and publicity the second ;
and that this intricate matter can be understood
only by exploring the history of the remote past and
linking it up with what is taking place to-day. The
fact that the Imperial Conference, which has just
concluded its labours, failed to reach any unanimous
conclusions on the subject of Japan gives additional
point to the arguments which follow, and demands
that the important group of documents in the
Appendix—particularly the Anglo-Japanese Treaty
~—be studied in the light of this new dewvelopment.

Lornox,
September, 1921.
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