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PREFACE

It is hard for an editor of a book designed for formsl
gtudy o determine precisely what parts of the learning
that has gathered ahont his sabjeet shonld be regarded ss
indigpensable to young stodents, It is harder still for the
editor of a book designated, in the new oniform entrance
requirements, for ecmrrent reading and not for formal
study, to determine what he may seenme sa already a part
of the pupil’s knowledge. Two methods of treatment st
once snggest themselves. He may annotate the text very
gparingly, on the assumption that an intelligent boy knows
enpugh o read ordinery Hnpliesh prose litersturs nnder-
standingly, and shonld be forced to find ont for himself the
meaning of words or allugions thai he dows not compre-
hend. Or he may soootste profusely, on the much
sounder ssasumption that boys and girls are not living dic-
tionaries and encyclopeding, and ecarcoly onght to be ex-
pected to interrupt reading which they are enconraged to
enjoy in order to search various volomes for information
that might just as well be put at onoe before them. Both
extremen the editor of the present volume has tried to
avoid. He has endeavored to give the pupil such facts
a8 will ensble him to read rapidly and understandingly ;
he has endeavored also to stimulate in the pupil an intelli-
gent curicsity in regard to matters worth further inveati-
gation and further knowledge.

This edition of Macanlay’s essay follows the authoritative
text of which Longmans, Green, and Co. are the pub-
lishers, J. &, C.
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