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In my Fathar's house Are many manalong:
If if aoere mot a9, I wonkd have told yon. I g
ta prepars a place for vou. And if I go and
preqare & s fur Fou, 1 Wikl oone sgxin, and
receive you anto myeell; that whers T am,
Ehere yo mpy by aleo. = JoEX xliv, 2 3,
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Et [irg avound us like o coud, -
A frarld e Do ot see;

et the sweet closing of on e
#Elap hring ua theee to be.

Ttz pratle brerses fan our cheek
Amil mur wactip coves ;

Fis wentle boiors whispre lobe,
Ay mingle with rur prapres.

Bipert hearts aveuny s thooh anly beat,
Bhoeet helping hanbe ave stiredy,
Anb palpitates te beil betbren
¥ breathings almost heary.

HizmIET BEEQHER STOWE.



HEAVEN.

INTRODUCTION.

EVERYWE'EEE among intellipent men are

there visions and hopes of a world and life
better than we are experigncing in the flesh,
Universal man is pained with the sense of limi-
tation and imperfcetion, while he has an active
conecipusness of capacity for a frecr and nobler
activity. It is common for men to feel them-
gelves prisonmers, while they crave and cannof
help eraving a free life for all their powers.
They long to be more and better than they are
They think and dream of ideal men and livea
such as they would be glad to be and live, and
feel that they have capacities for. Their limita-
tions are always suggesting freer and larger
reaches of activity. Their ignorance intimates
knowledge. Their failures make success a_most
desirable thing, Their sinfuluess and its mis-



i1 HEAVEN.

eries make a holy life the richest of all coveted
prizes. Everything on the human side of their
experience 8o suggests an ideal excellency that
they have come to live largely under the hope of
sueh exeellences to be realized by and by. Their
present possesgions constantly intimate richer
onca to be attained. They see on before and up
nhove a life and & world so desirable that they
now live much under inspirstion drawn from

them.
" Hope eprings eternal in the homan breast :
Man mever in, but always to be blest.”

/This hope is tho seed of the idea of heaven. It
is wumniversal, snd hence ths anticipation of
heaven is universal among men. It is in the
nature of man ; hence men in the form of men
wonld not be men without it.  Men, or ercatures
so called, would not be men without intellects,
nor would they be men without affections ; no
morg would they be men without the hope which
gives the vigions of heaven. Not revesled any
more than natural is the heaven which men
anticipate. Not of the Bible any more than of
history is the heaven in which men have be-
lieved. It is in men to have a vision of heaven -
before them. Call this vizsion by what name we
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may, it is that notion of anticipated good which
their nature produces.

L —Tae Biie Heavex,

. This is the heaven suggested and iMlustrated
by the great teachers of the Bible. It was not

_in the beginning a clear and fully revealed ont-
line of the actual world and life of men in the
spirit, so munch as & recognition of such a world
and life, and their wholesomeness and value to
men in the flesh, The recognition grew through
the ages of the prowth of the Bible, till we have
the consciousneas and clearness of the vision of
heaven given in the teachings and life of Him
who is the “ Light of the World.”

The idea of heaven given by the great Teacher
is po much s matter of faith that all local and
material notions concerning it must ba left to the
individual eonception of it.  “ We seo through a
glasa darkly ¥ in relation to it. “ We walk by
faith and not by sight,” when we search for % the
things not seen which are eternal.” We must
not expect positive knowledwe of the things we
hold by faith. The most we can cxpect is a
rational and satisfying belief concerning that



