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PREFACE

THe publishers of this book thought that a volume
of articles and tales written by me during the past
twenty-five years would have interest enough to
justify publication, and asked me to make 2
selection. | have not been able to make up a
book with only onc theme., My temperament
would only allow me to be happy when 1 was
working at art. My conscience would not let
me have peace unless I worked with other Irish-
men at the reconstruction of Irish life. Birth in
Ireland gave me a bias towards Irish nationalism,
while the spirit which inhabits my body told me
the politics of cternity ought to be my only con-
cern, and that all other races equally with my own
were children of the Great King. Te aid in
movements one must be orthodox. My desire to
help prompted agreement, while my intellect was
always heretical. I had written out of every mood,

and could not retain any mood for long. 1f 1
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