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PREFACE

HAT Oriental rugs are works of
art in the highest sense of the
term, and that fine antique speci-
mens, of even modest size, have a financial
value of ten, fifteen, or thirty-eight thou-
sand dollars, has been recently determined
at public auction, At this auction, several
nations had a representative voice in the
bidding, and the standard of price was fairly
established. The value of rugs may have
been imaginary and sentimental heretofore ;
it is now a definite fact, with figures appar-
ently at the minimum., What the maxi-
mum may prove, remains to be seen.
Choice old rugs, therefore, to-day come
into the same class with genuine paintings
of the old Dutch School; with canvases
of Teniers, Ruysdael, Cuyp, Ostade, or
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whatever similar artist’s work may have
escaped the museums, They vie in pres-
tige with the finest examples of Corot,
Diaz, Troyon, or Daubigny; and in mon-
erary supremacy t]‘ua}:r overtap the rarest and
grandest of Chinese porcelains.

And yet the Oriental rug, as against
such competitors for the wealthy collec-
tors' favour, has hardly a history, and is
practically without a name or a pedigree.
Experts will tell you at a glance whether
or not your Wouverman is genuine, or
inform you where every true Corot was
owned or whence it was bartered or stolen,
In Chinese porcelains, the knowing dealer
will easily prove to you not only under
what dynasty but in what decade or year
a particular piece was produced.

The painting has descent, signature, or
the brush mark of a school to father it.
The Chinese wvase, bowl, or jar has its
marks, cyphers, stamps and dates, and an
undoubted genealogy to vouch for its au-
thenticity. The rug must speak for itself
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and go upon its intrinsic merits. It is its
own guarantee and certificate of artistic
and financial value.

The study of Oriental rugs, therefore,
can never lead to an exact science or ap-
proximate dogmatic knowledge. Who-
ever is interested in them must needs rely
upon his personal judgment or the seller’s
advice, There is practically only one
current book authority in the premises.

A new volume on the subject would
thus seem to be well justified. It is the
hope of the author that this book may
prove itself sound and practical, and that it
may help to make more clear and simple
the right appreciation of a valuable rug.

W. D. ELLWANGER

RochesTEr, N.Y., 1903






