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DEDICATION.

T wish to dedicate thiz Witle volume {o the memory of
the How, Jorrw Macraensony Beeniel, late Benator in Con-
gress from tho Btste of Georgin; not for his eminent
abilitics, his private worth, mor yot for his great publie
character, but ag an bamble tribute of gratitude for an
important serviee which he rendered ‘to me.

it chaneod some years ago that T was introduced to
that dislingmished stntesman at one of the pablie {ubles n
Washington city. The eonversation tnrmed on the guestion
of slavery, then vexing Congress, and in terms sironger
than good wanners wonld warrant, T expressed my aversion
to that form of labor., The sentiment which T mttered
clicited no respouse, snd tho eonversation ghded on to other
tupics.  When T wes abont to depart, Judge Berrien, in the
most polite and obliging mouner, invited me fo remain and
tuke wine with him, an ifnvitation which I gladly secepted,
for already 1 felt strongly attracted to him,

With some abruplness, ho turned to wme and exprossed Lis
surprise that I, a young man lrom Vieginia, should enter-
tain sentiments of so remarkable a charscter about slavery,
I attempted to defend them, and he listened to me with ve-
spectfol attention. In the ablest manner, the Senator then
explained the whole subject to me, in its soeial, pelitieal and
eeonomical connexions, and after illnstraling its conservative
ond amelivrating influences on the Federal (Government, de-
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monstyated itz abeolute neeessity, in o demoeratic society, to
preserve the empire of law, of virine aud of religiom, and
predicted that for the want of that restraining power tho
Northern Republics, so soon as they should be disconnected
with the Slave Sistes, even if nob sooner, would fall into
anarchy, and, treading the old circle, would, lo escape the
dozpotism of the mol, seck vefuge in the despotism of a
single wiil.

s digeonrse produced on me the most profound im-
presgion; and when I arose to withdraw, T grasped his
hand cordially and thanked him for redesming me {rom
g0 weak and dangerons an crror. T had never seon Judge
Perrien before; L never saw him again, A few years
luier I hewrd 1l the Uunter Deaih had struck him down,
and gure lie never struck a nobler guarry.

DABRRARDRRA.



Ta IHE

TOUNG MEN OF THE SLAVE-HOLDING SECTION.

I presume to address this pnblication to yoen, though it
is mot without trepidailen ikat I appesl Lo so intelligent »
tribmnal. Tt brosches z new theory of the Constitution,
I¥ it shall be consideved well founded, wpon your coursga
and intelligence wmusé tho Sonthern people rely for it vin-
digation ; but if i shall be deemed faneifnl and plessing
from  its novelty, rather thap valusble for its truth, my
apology 19 & convietion of its importance to the Pouth, and
that here in Virginis, we all have a proclivity towards poli-
ties, and, in the wonls of Bir Francis Bacon, where @ every
one plays the philosopher ent of the small treasury of hiz
own fancy.”

But let 1t be remembered that pewth s oot always de-
termined by the poried of life.  There are old yonng men,
whilst there ave thoze who like lecls wear crowns of snow,
and yet like Hecla have sonls of flame

Bezpoctiully,

BaAnnanossa.






PREFACE.

Soon after its establishment, by e Pryor, in Richmond
city, I communieated to The South nowspaper the theory
of an equilibrium in the Federal Comstitntion, which is the
prineipal subject of this velume, As far ss T am informed,
the intention on the part of i« framera to introduce that
principle, had not heen suggested by any one sinee the
poverneent weut inlo operalion.  Hubscgment examinution
confirmed me in the belief of the scefional nature of ihe
eompacl, snd the intention ol the Federal Conventien to
balunee power between the Morth and the Houth.  The
means by which that end was to be achicved, fogothor with
the mesns adopted by Congress to prevent if, T thonght
worthy of a more extended investization, snd therefure have
written (hiz book. Tn the ehaptor which relates to the rati-
ficution of the Constitubion by Virginis, several threads of
history have been wovem in, together with an enquiry into
the cause of the deeline of that Cowwoenwealil ; and in
thizs connection I beg leavo to acknowledge the advantage
that T bave devived from conealting the puges of Me. Grigs-
by—1 mean with reference to the source from whieh the
bulk of the population of Virginia was derived.

Tho diffiorent parts have been written at different times,
ay inclinution might prompt or business allow, and are now
hastily thrown together beeanse of a supposed application
of thiz subjeet to the present state of public affnire.



