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FULKE GREVILLE, LLORD
- BROOKE

True name of Fulke Greville will he for ever
associated with that of his friend and kinsmam,
Sir Philip Sidney. These two, the true Damon
and Pythias of Elizabethans, were of the same
age, entered Shrewsbury School on the same day,
and through their univesity cureer, Sidney at
Oxford, and Greville at Cambridge, had freguent
interchange of visits. Together they set pail upon
the troublous sea of court favour; together they
sought preferment, courted the Muse, diseussed
philosophy, planned projects of emprise. When
Sir Philip gave the Queen for o New Year's gift
an embroidercd cambrie smock edged with bone-
lace of gold and silver, Fulke Greville presented a
similar one similarly decorated; snd when Sir
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Philip wrote a sonnet-series dedicated to the
praise of a fair lady whom he called Stells, his
friend did likewise, choosing the poetic name of
Celica for hiz inspirer. On the day when, in the
chivalrous entertainment in hooour of the Duke of
Anjou, the Four Foster Children of Desire stormed
the Fortress of Perfect Besuty, Sidney and
Greville were two of the four, and Greville's
gilded armour, the tawny tafeta of his pages and :
trompeters, were equal in splendour to the blue
and golden armour and velvet and feathers of Sir
Philip and his train. 'With Bidney's other great
friend, Sir Edward Dyer, Greville walked ss pall-
bearer an that sad day in Oetober 1586 when the
heavens moumed the loss of their brightest star ;
of these twa friends Sidney had written :

“ My two and 1 be met
A bappy blessed Trinitee ;
As three most jointly set,
In firmest band of Unitie,
Joyoe hearts and hands, so let it be,
Make but cne minde in Bodies three.”

And to these two friends Sidney left his books,
Ta Sidney, Fulke Greville dedicated his works;
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and he directed that on his tomb should be in-
scribed, along with the minor faets, that he was
servant to Queen Elizabeth and councillor to King
James, that he was the friend of Sir Philip
Sidney; and then, as Winstanly says, for the great
love he bore him he wrote his lfe. This © price-
less memarial of a peerless friendship,” as Grosart
calls it, i onr best secount of the life and
character of that “gtaryy paladin” Tt wes Fulke
Greville that overheard Philip’'s father call him
fumen fomike: sue. It was Greville who bore the
message of Williaw the Silent %0 Queen Elizalweth
in regard to the inestimable worth of Sidney, a
meszage Bidney never allowed him to deliver. Over
Greville's true affection desth bad no power, and
time could not dull his memories of that delight-
ful homorcusness, thase *showers of sweet dis-
course " enjoyed io his early years. Through the
long period of his life—he Lived til 1628—he
kept the memory of that friend in his choicest
shrine. “It delights me,” he declared when
writing the Life, *to keep compuny with him,
even after death, esteeming his actions, words
and conversation, the daintiest treasure my mind



