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TO HER

MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY

QUEEN ADELAIDE.

MADAM,

Excouracep by the condescend-
ing and benevolent regard which your Majesty wni-
formly manifests for the welfare of all classes of the
subjects of these favoured realms, mot only in the
grand oatline of pational advantages, but also in the
bumbler details of domestic life, the Author of this
little Manual, in its eighth edition, begs permission,
with most profound respect, to dedicate it to your
Majesty, as an expression of dotiful and loyal attach-
ment, and with the anticipation of obtaining for the
Work a more extensive degree of acceptance and use-
fuloess, under the auspices of a Queen who is herself a
patiern of conjugal and domestic virtue,



DEDICATION

That your Majesty, together with our illustrious
and beloved Sovereign, may long reign over an en-
lightened, a virtuous, a loyal and a bappy people; and
at a very distant period, through the merita of our Re-
deémer, exchange an earthly for a heavenly crown,

is the fervent prayer of,
MADAM,
Your Majesty’s
Most humble dutiful_mvm!,
And faithiul subject,
ESTHER COPLEY,



I ADVERTISEMENT.

THE writer of this little volume has long been accustomed
* {0 ohserve the habits, resources, and privations of the labouring
clagees of mociety, end to cherish a lively interest in their wel.
. fare and happiness. Under a conviction that the outward con-
dition of these elassea might be meterially meliorated by an
'+ improvement in their moral and prodentisl babits, she has often
 dnlged the wish that some enlightened and bepevolent friend
. o their true interests would fornish them with & famdlige eom-
pendinm, calenlated to meet their daily round of wants, feel-
| ingn, circomstanets, sud duties, and to suggest friendly and
profitable hints relative to each.

Several performances of the kind have appeared, some, pro-
Yubly, with which the present writer is unscquainted. Those
that have fallen in her way she has found either deficient on
| secount of the scanty circle of topics embraced, or unsuitehle
from the mixtore of irmelevant and objectionable sentiments,
The need appeared still to exist, and from circumstances which
it is unnecessary here to detail, the task which she would fain
have assigned to an abler hand has fallen to her own. It has
been pureued with diffidence under & deep conviction of her
own inability, yet not without deriving considerable pleasure
from the subjects that have passed under her notice ; and
thould her litle work prove subservient to the well being of
| hose classes for whose uee it is designed, and auxiliary to



ADVERTISEMENT.

the instructions and endeavours of their benefactors, she will
feel sutisfied that she hae not wholly fedled in attaining the des
eired object.

Nov. 1825,

EIGHTH EDITION.

Such were the sentiments expressed on firet sending forth
this Little volume. That an Eighth Edition should be called for
in 80 short o time, teatifies the public approbation in & menner
most gratifying to the feelings of the writer, which demands
her warmest thanle, and which ¢ncoummges the hope, that ber
sftempt has not only been acceptable but useful, :

8. Aldare’s, Oaford,
N, 1831,

TWELFTH EDITION,

The continued and increasing degree of approbation and
support with which this work is honoured, is evident i the
call for & Twelith Edition within nine years., While by w
means indifferent to this eircumetance, the Author is still more
highly gratified by repeated testimonies of its practical useful-
ness,

Brewers' Lane, Ozford.
Nov, 1834,
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