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PREFACE.

Tue portion of the African coast referred to in
this book is situated between the 28th and 224
parallels of south latitude, and has not hitherto been
described, except in ‘A Narrative,’ published by
Morrell, an American ship-master, which is not to
be depended upon.

Morrell's voyepe was made in 1828, and in 1836
Captain 8ir J. E, Alexander undertook * an expedi-
ticn of discovery into the interior of Africa,” but his
route, as laid down in the map, isseldom nearer than
120 geographical miles from the coast, and he did
not reach the sea except at Walwich Bay.
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The object of the voyage was to obtain, first,
nitre ; secondly, minerals of value ; thirdly, guano.
The information respecting the first was false, the
examination for the second was insufficient, and
very little guano was left on the coast; so that this
speculation, which has created considerable sensa-
tion in the commercial world, may be said to have
failed in all respects.

The remarks herein contained might easily have
been extended into a thick octavo volume; but as
my ntention has not been 30 much to write a book
ga to communicate facts, and as this work wascom-
posed more expressly for the perusal of merchants,
whose time is commonly teo much occupied to read
long chapters and detailed sccounts, [ bave en-
deavoured to make my obeervations as concise as
possible: and am consequently aware that many of
my sentences will be found short and ebrupt. In
the description of & voyage a great attention to
style can scarcely be expected ; and in this respect,
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on the present occasion at least, | believe | may say

with Pope ;

“r Nor Fama | atight, nor for her fevours eall
She comes unlook'd for, if she comen at all."

1 much regret, that in consequence of the necessity
of procuring without delay some cargo for the ship,
T was unable to pay that attention to natural ob-
jects which I desired: such as came in my way,
while searching for minerals, I have picked up. OF
the plants, very few were in flower, it being the
winter season, and [ had no couvenience to bring
bhome living specimens. Neither have 1 had ap
opportunity of observing a single section of the
country, so that the geological remarks are such

only as could be made from a cursory observation
of the surface.

The scientific reader will pechaps be entertained
with the new views taken in this work respeeting
the mature of guano ; but should my general readers



¥iil

be disappointed, I hope they will take into conzider-
ation that T am here describing a coast almost with-
out water, vegetation, or inhabitants.

P, 18, 1, 38, for cramicaull, rrad crasmicanle.
L 38, omif cactuas,
g, U1, e Dow, read Bevor.
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THe spirit of adventure is the soul of commerce,
and merchants who embark their property with a
view to its extension, are highly deserving of com-
mendation. It is not to be wondered at if they are
sometimes deceived by the unpriocipled, this is
one of the evils inseparable from commercial affairs ;
for l!!acuinﬁnu, like hope, ' has often told a fiattering
tale.” We are generally inclined to believe what
we wish to be true; and when once the impression
is made upon our minds, it becomes increased and
strengthened by every circumstance which favours
the view we take.

The actions of a mercantile firm of acknowledged
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