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TO THE

DIRECTORS

oF TEE

NATIONAL INSTITUTION,

WASHINGTON.

GENTLEMEN,

The Author is induced to dedicate to you the
following Observations on the best mode of Pro-
pelling Ships, convinced that, if he is correct in his
opinions on this important subject, any advantages
to society which may be derived from its introduc-
tion, will most effectually be developed, if approved
of by the National Institution of Washington.

Gentlemen,
Your most cbedient,
Humble servant,
THE AUTHOR.
New-Yorx, 20th January, 1841,






INTRODUCTION.

ProMerED by a sense of duty, and a desire to pro-
mote the interests of society, the author has been
induced to devote much time to the consideration of
the subject treated of in the accompanying observa-
tions, and to obtain the fullest information in his
power, Until within the last few months he knew
little on the subject, and being but imperfev:tly ac-
quainted with nautical science, feels it necessary to
apologize for placing the results of his inquiries
before the public; but, moved by a deep sense of
the importance of the subject to the progress of
civilization and the useful arts, he could not refrain
from doing his part to place it fairly before the world.
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