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PREFACE.

Tur Registers of Baptisms, Matrimonial Contracts, and Marriages
which follow, cover the perind during which the Rev. Williun
Davidson served " the core at Cannasbey,” viz, from 1652-1660,
Mr. Davidzon, however, thongh sarving the cure from 1652 was not
admitted minister of Canizsbay entil 17th Febroary, 1655, and
eleven years later be was iransferred to Birsay (Chkney)  As
noted in the footnotes there are o number of blanks in the Registers,
and after 16610 the entries of baptisms, marrfage contracts, and
marriages were not kept in & separate register, but included n
the record of the kirl.session proceedings.  The entries in these
Registers will be of zervice (o the genealogisi interested in such
Caithness families as the Sinclairs of Canishay, of Dunbeath, of Mey,
and of Brabster, amd also such families as the Groats, the KEennedys
of Stroma, the Mowass of Freswick, ete.  Most of the cutstanding
Caithness families have already heen dealt wizh hy Henderson in
his Notes on Cacthuess Famdly Histery, but owing to the vast
amount of new material it is 1o be hoped that someone competent
for the task will undertale the work of revising Henderson's Voses
and so bring the book up-to-date.  Driel menealogical articles, dealing
with the Groats and the Calders, have appearsd in the fobnx
O Grons fonrnal, 215t Febroary, 1860, and in the Norghern Eusign,
3rd July, 1goo.  The name Ogstone which appears in  the
Registers js evidently that barne by some of the descendants of the
Eev., Andrew Ogsione, minister of Canisbay prior to Mr, Davidson.
The name has been changed in modern times into Houston, but its
old connection with IHogstown in Strathbogie, from which the
name originates, has been persistently maintained through the
centuries in the Caithness folk prononciation ef Houston as
“Hougston”  So also with Warrs, though now written * Wares,”
ong continually hears it pronounced in Caithness as * Warrs 7 - the
a having the of sound. A feature of the names in the list is the
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pumber of surnames derived from Jocal place-names, such as Bowar,
Biroch, Calder (Ualdelly, Coghill (Cogill, Cogle), Dutnet, Galls, Hlam,
Harraw, Skaill, Sivoma, Swanny {Swanic;? and Wares (Warrs|,
The purely Celtic sumame, whicl in its Anglicised form appears
a5 Maellkuy,” is presuinably the Gaclic Aue Ghitle Dhndli (s0n
of Dulls servant), whicl in its modern eomtracteil English form
wonlel e dacDefT,

The parish of Canisbay s on the exweme north east of
Scotland, and has within its borders the fardamed John O'Groat’s
I lotisi

I» BEATON,

Wik, orek Awgresd, 1arg,

U lslanel of S in Orkney.
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PARISH OF CANISBAY,

REGISTER OF BAPTISMS.

Register of the names of the bairmes baptized be Mr. Wm. David-
sone since his entrie to serve the core at Cannasbey, before
ats] since his admission, containeing the names of ve parents,
preseuters, of ve childrene and ve witnesses, with the date of
ve day, moneth and yeir wherin they were baptized.

AI'RIL 4, th3a

Andro Mowar in Oughingill had a sonne buplizud and named Alexander : Alex-
ander Fuck and Andee Dgsiong, witnesses,

APRIL 5, 16y
Iranald M'Teath in Lrathsrer had aduaghter haptirgd and named Elizabetls ;
Andro Donete ancd Donuld Gaine, witnesses,
BAPTISAMIZS,

June, 16235 wher the day of the inaneth i noteed on ve margsnt,

12 A davghiter hegottin In. Srmicaen baptized to AWilliam Mendcheplay o
Friswick =m:1 vamed Helene 5 Donald Liell and John Warrs, wimesses.
o, & sonne baptized ta Johne Rosie in Mey, called Willin 3 Win, Sinelar and
Wm, Rasie, wirmnesses®
Patrick Mowat in Friswick | ATagnus o che same day wirnesses?
Alexr. Miller in Mey ¢ Christane : Joi M-Beath, Wi, Duncee

JULY, 1533
28 Tronald Liell, younger, in Canrashey: Magnus: Jon M'Beath, Wean, Dunnett.

AUGURT, 10653
2 5k Wi Sinclar of Canoasbey, kiight baronet; George: Sir James
Sinclar of Murkle, Francizse Sinclar in Scrabster, VWalter Druice of Ham.
12 Tuo childrene haptized to o, Nicolsone in Slicklie : Thomas and j.a.rgt
Thomas Taillor, Donald Baine i Braibister "lhe} war begoltin in
fornicasn,
Andro Whatsone in Swoma s William o Wi Geddes, Thoizald  Liell,
voungern
21, Andro Slevin in ('.i'uh:mq Ly Janes
2. Donall  Parpalsone a0 Friswick ; Margavet | James Duoett, [obne
MEHeath.
o Toer childrenme ]Hgllm_d ter John Banks in Molsmey 3 Donald and lssobell
James Warrs 1 Cannasbev, Toline Groat

Pior the sake of Leevily the succeeding entrics will simply give the father’s name,
name of child aml nanres of wilnesses, thits s—Iohn Rosie (ratherd . Willinm {child):
William Sinclair, Willtam Rosie [witniesses™.

2 That is the same witmesses 4 in jweveding enliy.

4 Where wilnesses' names ate ninz given fe iz tn be understosd that thepare not in the
Kegister,

&



o,
e

E

}-
1fn

. Mendrie Taclin Me g
2% child Beoollin :n fecoacats by Andro Smith in Biroebsrgr 3 name not

Parisi Registers of Caniséay. [1h52-1666

James Warrs in Dungashey o fames o James Wares in Cannasbey, Jolin
Lrroat.

SEFTEMBER, 1835

- Acdnughier begnton o fornicaon be Thomas Groat; Barbara ; Jon Sim-

sone, Jon Stevin,
Amndre Laded in Ih
Aichall
Carmack, Gearge Maw

avial M Benh, William Harpar,
Jolm, legotdn in formicasn ;. John

GUTONER, 1652,

- Ape sonne begotin n forpicass e Wilham Benice, yvounger in Lythe ;

Panald ; Thnald Grone of Warrs, Hendrie Hendersone in Dungashey,
Themas aice in Cannasbey.

L OWalliam Baroie, sl w Friswick ; Janet,

Flew Groat 3 lsseheil 3 Me William Davidsone, I'homas Groate.
Tohn Warsone in Stroma : Walter @ John Mansene, Joo Stevin,

o Alexacder Rosie in Bolamer ; Hendeie ; Headre 310er, lames Banks,

NOVTEATBER, 1653
Tonald Taind in Nybster in ve parishe of Wick @ Johne : Joln Sinclar,
Jun Leyth,
Alexander Copill: Birlara, Begottis n fornicasn ¢ Alexander Barnatsone,
Thotas Rabsane,
Harnic Barnatsons
Tohne Daine in

Juhoe @ Tohne Shnsone, James Wares
eelie : George 5 Grenrge Baineg, Willlam Jelnstone,

BECTMBER, 1653,

Fromald swaney s Peter B -
Adesandder 1 Alexander Siopclar, Johne MARenqic

piven o Willinm M %eath.

Johine Maowat in Soath Recaldshae in Orlaay . Peter o William Hes
Andes Watsane © also William Resie becmipe surelie vt the said chyld
laully hegottin cnder ve pamne of 4o punds,

(5

JANTTARY, 1434,
s Alarie ; Thomas Taillar, Hamie
Ape daug hter begotin o lovnicamn baptized too Williao Afowar in Fris-
wick wll L Cieorpe Stroma, Johne Mowal
James Haview b Mey: Eligabeth o Johoe Siaclar, Alesawder Sioclar,
Donald Rupg i Olangill ; Janel; Thomas Tailiar, acnie
Pranaled Mowatin Mey ; James o James Dunaett, Donald Liell in Mey.

Wil osie in Siton

FPERRUTARY, 154
o Chrvstane o Thomas Taillor, komie.
ey s Mgt 5 Phomas Paitlor, Barnie.

ander Paze in Lo
sander Siemtly v T

MARCH, 1654,

L lames Duactt ;) Mileome ;) Aodie Duaopell, Thomas Taillor,

Dokl
VOLREET,

Travald Aliller, youngers, o Hembster o ATavgaret 5 Jobi 3" Teath, Adam
Tiaine.

Wikl R v Gils 3 Joho 3 Andeo Doren, Bamie,

Jokn sinclarn, samiyme in Dengrsbey @ John ;o Thomas Groat, Donald
Tendersomne

Juhne Mathewsone in Flusa + Janet o [obn Simsone, Thomas Robsone,

Madeome Rosiein Mev o Alexander @ A nder Rosie, Alesanider M*Heath,

boal Warrs s lssobell o Jobne Groase, Matocome diroate,




1652 1666 Pawish Repisters of Canisbay. 3

APRIL, 1654,

. Johoe Stevin ;. Donald ; Mathew Dunnett, Thomas Groat

Gilbevt Banks ; Margarel ; Tow Dhnett, James Gairdin.

4. Donald M 'Teata inoye Fieid af Leuhster; Alaxander  James Dunnec,

i,
13
1.
18

. Malcome Dunett in Cann )
-Anden Barnarsone ;) Tssobell: Johne Duonew, Willlam Duneett.
- Tromald Smithin Scowlrie ; Janet ; Dronald 2 HBeath, Dionall Baine.

. Tharaas Groat; [ohne ; Jaohn Groat, TTew Graat,

Baeny.!

. Dionald Braiiner o Warrs o Chitsone ; !an.'u'l.'l Srout, Marny,

Patrik Kennedy in Oldngill | Catharine ; ¥ (_|}l:. Graat, armie,
Galbere Mownt i Okingiil ; fssabell 1 Adom Baine, Barnd
Thamas Taillor ; Janet ; jo]mc i i !.r ithy, JTames Dhunmetl, J.1. e4 Wavrs.
Alexander 3'Beath in Mey ;3 Margavet ; James Dunerr, Donald M Tearh,
Walter Rosie In 3ey ; Hendrie ; _]u]m [areow, Jatin Liell,

Atexander Smith in Mev ; Alexauder @ John Liell, David Gils.

15 David Baine o Stroma s [3s0bell; ]nh-. Han, Baemie

Wiltiam Taillor 5 Janet ; William Wright, Tinrnic.
John Taine In Tieaihster ;o Tssabell Altzander la ne, Donald MiHenth.

MAY, 165,

ashey o Helene.

JUNT., 1654

. Dopald Genrgagoe ; juhn 3 Jolin Al Leath, Haroie

Trapald Mowat ic 1.\|LL Helens i Andre Ogotone, Wi

Findlay Greal o Skitserie © John : Thomas Taillor, Barm

Diepald Mowat in Mey : George 1 Hendrie 3iller, Mala

William  M*Fend in Tlalamey :
Tohnsone,

Willian Growd ; Leald o Hendres Miller, Malcome Dunnett.

Ly Maowal,

me nnntt
Christance: IThmald AfDeacly, Williaw

JULY, 1654,

. William A1Beath in Draibster @ George @ Mathew Dunnelt, Thomas

Tailler.

. Juhee Liell o Holamey 3 Tssobell s James Banks, Walter Rosie.

AUGUST. 1651,

_ David {.i']a; Dravid ¢ Thomas Taillor, Harnle,
. Jubhn Simsone ;

Helene o Dowald Groat fohy M Beath.
Magnes Stevin in Okingill © Melese ; Thnmas Taillor. Anden Chg stum,

SEFTEMBER, 18;4.

Maleame (Grogat.
Andre Mownt 3 Tssobell ; Thonald Wright, W Miller,

Gearge Stroma s Margaeet @ William Braice, Danald Swanaie.

QUTODRER, 15y,
Jolin Seathecland, a pagre rraveller § Jobha @ Johae Siinseie, Barnic,

NOVEMBER, a3

L Magrnus Maoswatl of Friswick o Patrile @ Jobn Kennedy, Laird of Karmocks,

Findlay Groat Andre Ogscone,

BECEMBER, 1654,

13 Wilhizme Bowar 3 Margaret : Thomas Taillor, Barny,
. David Wares ; Marion ; Huchen Hacpar, Malcome Dennett

! Barny, or Basie, was the kirk-scsaion officer.



