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WORD-BUILDING.

ELemenTARY EnNGLISH,

'RooTs, 0B STEMS, QIVEM UNDER * ELeMEsTAwy KENcLIBW,™ IN THE

SYLLABUE oF THE HEoENTS oF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF
New Yosm.

INTRODUCTION.

I. The Mearings of Root and Stesn,—The wood mod is used
by philologistz to denote the simplest and most primitive formz which
words enee had, or to which they can now be traced,  In this sense
of the word—its rigidly scientific semse—the word #ood names that
monosyllabic form which is the origin anl souree of all verbal deriva.
tives., Bubt usape spplive the wond as well to Jatber forma of thes
otigingl and primilive words—forms from which, by the use of pre
fized and suffixed syllables, new words wre produced—oouns, adjec-
tives, veros, and adverbs. Respeelable us is the authority for calling
thess *“later forms™ stemns, what we regerd a3 the prevailing usage
leads us to chivose roofs instead.

II. Prefinitions,—A primitive word is vne not derived from
another word in the same lan

A derivative word iz one derived from another word ; as, un-
manfy, man being the primitive word,

A compound word is one composed of two of more simple wonls ;
as, foriy-two,

Preflces and sufflres are, with rare exceptions, relies of womls
once independent, but now run down into mere formative elements,
They are used, each with a meaning of its vwn, to modily the mean
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ing of the reot to which In the derivative they are attached ; though,
when many of them are wsed in the same word, it is sometimes diff-
enlt to detect in Lhe derivative the distivet foree of each. Prefixes
preceda the root, and suffizes follow it. In the followlng paragraph
the illusirative instance exhibita the root junct, the prefizes eon amd
dis, the sufflxes fon, tve, and fy, and the six dervative words formed
by combinaiion of the root with these preflzes and soffixes,

11I. Explanation,~The work below, compacted for the sake of -
brevity, needs explanation. 1f, as is usoai, two or morve preflyes
era to be united in suecession with Lhe following rool,—or with this
and Lhe suffix after it —=the=y prefizes stabd ubeonpeoeled wilth esch
other by the + sign. Tf Any two of these are to be taken together
and trested sa & single prefix, these lwo are grooped by the + sign.
The sufllx immediately following the ool is 1o be onited with i
in its combinstion with esch prefix or group of preflxes, If other
suffixes follow, the sama thing i= to be done with these singly or
in groups, the singla suffixes or the groups heing separsted from
each olher by ab or i Roman type.  The suﬂix, ur Lhe group taken
as one, between the first or and the seeowd, i3 to enter ivlo the swmc
combination or combinations as did the first suffiz. And s0 is the
suffix or the gronp between the second or end the thied, eto, and
thal which follows the last or.  For instance, if under Jumed we had
eon, dis & fieaet +don, or dve, of tre4dy, this would mesn that the
pupil hed to do as directed with eon+Funect + don, dis+funct+
toi, oot junct +ive, diatjurect + e, con+Funet +ovet-ly, disd
Junet+fva+ly 7 or, dropping signs and the Dleck lettors, with the
words confunclion, digunclion, conpunctive, diglunclive, confunciively,
digfunctively.

IV, The Eoots and their Order.—Moest of the roots in the
Regents' lists sre Lating and ave found wsually in the Latin verb. We
give first the root or rools found in Lhe verb.  These stand in the
infinitive of Lo verb and the perfect perticiple.  That in the perfect par-
ticiple ends wsoally in @t or € or &, and of course dencles Lhe sek;
expressed by Lbe verh, as complaled. The future participle voot [
ing in wr [ollows, i any English words derived from it are fo be
formed in the pursgraph succeeding, The roots which follow in
parentheses are mostly those into which the roots jost spoken of have
changed in their long sejourn in the French language and in English,
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It the roots in the Regents' lists are from Latin nouns or adjectives,
ell that we need to say here is, that the roots in parentheses are modified
forms of thess which preceda them,

V. The Meanings of the Roots and of English Words
derived from them.—t is easy to ascertain Lbe meaning of the
2ol found in the infinitive and of that found in Lhe perfect participle.
These meanings are given of implied in the definition of the Latin
infinitive which follows the roots themselvas, Tt iseasy Lo ascertain the
meanings of the English words derived frem the rools not in panen-
thesis, It is not =0 casy lo get st the signification of the reots in
paremtheses, and that of the Epnglish words derived from them, Often
the etymologiosl sense has faded ont of the root ; and Lhe words, if
metaphorical, do nol always suggest Lhe likeness on which the meta-
phor is based.  The pupil will soroctines need & hint from the teacher,
sometimes he may profitsbly consult the dictionsry.  We bave throws
in liberally suggestions in parentheses and in Helps for the Pupilg
but, where the pupil can ssixe upon the root idea, and, combining it with
the tneanings of the modifying profixes and soffixes, can give the sig-
nification of the derivative, he shonld be allowad to do it. Az well
do his physical exercize for him ss relieve him of the intellectual
labor which he can do slone. The main worth of this work con-
gists in the exercise, which it compels, of the popil's judgment.

VI. The FLessons,—The length of the Lessons ssslpned has
been determined by the hope thet all the work called for by ns can
be done. But those teachers able to taks np omnly the root-lorms
selepted by the Ragenls cun perhaps run two or three of our Lessons
into oma. The roof-forms they seok ore easily found., They are
marked by the asterisk, and are wsuslly the fivst or the second trasted
oy us in the several paragraphs,

VIL. Direction,—The roots are printed in hlack letters, the prefixes
wnd suffiies in itelies, The prefzes nod sufflses wre given and definad
on the peges immediately following these Lessons under  Elementary
English.," Find there the meanings of the pretizes and suffixes wsad
kelow, find in the Lessons the meanings of Lhe roots with which thess
profizes aud suffises combine, and then give the signification of the
derivatives formed by the combinstion, Frame phrases or sentences
containing these derivatives properly used. Do not look for the means
ings of letters within murks of parenthesis wivd unitulicized,
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Note the changes, {I any, which metaphor has wrooght in the mean-
ings of words. Theliteral meaning of & word is not always that which
it really bears. From the likeness in position between the upper part
of one’s body and the top of & nail, we transfer the name of the one
object to the other, and speak of the head of & nail. From the real or
tancied ressmblance in function between one’s head and Washington
city, we may carry over capuf, the Latin name of the head, and, giv-
ing It to the city, call Washington the sapifal of the United States,

Remdark.—We indicale here the way in which the work required in
this Déreetfon may be done. The roots we take are Frang,
Fraect, and Fractur, Leson TX. Torming fo the end of these
Leagonz in ** Elementary English,” for the prefizes and suffizes,
we combine their meanings, found there, with 1the meaning of tha
roota in Tesson IXK., give the signiflcation of the derivatives
grouped in that Lesson, and illusirate their use.

MODEL.

Frangibls, capable of being broken--a clay plpe-stem 2 frangible;

Frangibility, state of being frangible, neme of the sbslracl guality—
the frangibility of a pipe-stem;

infrangible, incapabie of being easily broken—osk is comparatively
infrangible;

infrangibility, slale of being :iltfru.'ngihle—.l.ha infrangihility of the
oak;

refrangible, capable of being turned baok, or oot of & steaight conrse
—a ray of light iz refrangible;

mfrgngibility, state of heing refrangible—the refrangibility of
light ;

Froagment, s piece broken off —a fragment of & tea-cup;

Fragmentary, belonging to s fragment, in fragmenta—a fragmentary
raport of the speech;

suffrage (s probable explanation given in Lesson IX.);
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irefragable, incapable of being easily broken down—A's argument
was irrefragable, irrefutable, a metaphorical use of the word;

irrefragably, In an irrefragable mwanner—he frrefragably established
his point in the debate;

infringe, to break into—one's right2 are infringed by the thief;

infringement, act of infringing—tha infrinpement of the treaty, a®
metaphorical use of the word, sinee & tresty cannot Iterally suffer
& breaking into;

Fraection, slate of bkeing broken, s part—the fraction of an hour;
Fractional, belonging to a fraction—fractional enrrency;
Freaetions, not integers, or whole nambers—4 and ¢ are fmmetions;
infract, to break—to infract is to eneroach npon;

refract, to bend sharply back—water refrocts the Nght

infraction, the bresking—the infraction of the rules, a metaphorical
use of the word ;

tefraetion, the bemling sharply back, lalf breaking—the refraction
of light from the cur-blade in the water;

vefraefory, bent away from the proper of netural comrse—the e
tory or stubborn child, & metaphorical nse of the word;

refreecforiness, stale of being refroctory—the rnl.ruemnnma of his
child is & grief to the father;

fracture, 8 break—thers iz a fracture in the plata;

Fragile, capable of being broker—fragilo playthings;

[Fragility, stata of being fragile—the fragility of icicles;

Frail, capable of being broken down, weak, feehle—frail health o
constitution, metaphorical

frailty and Ffrailass, state of being frafll—frailty of character, of
the intelleet,



LATIN ROOTS.

LEszsow I.

To the Teacher—This work of word-building may be diffienlt and
show st first.  Bot it will raphdly becoms essy. The same prefixes and
siufizes are constantly reappearing. The pupil will scon becoms
tamiliar wilh their meanings, and ready in combining them with the
megning of the root. If wecessary, the opening lestons may be
divided.

To the Pupil—You will find the Model preceding this Lesson
helpful to you. Fellowing thet, your work of building wp wonls and
illustrating their nse would begin and proceed thus: esf, coc who, +
root e, to do, makie agenf—ono who does, e, the apent of the firm;
ency. vtate of being, funetion, + root g, make ageney=state or fone-
tion of su agent, e.g., sold throngh his ageney, or instrumentality; 4,
cupuble of, + g, to move, or moving, maks agilz = geick, nimble,
e.g., the agile squirrel; @y, sloale of being + agpie=quickness of move-
nent, 2., the sgility of the squirrel.

The prefixes, suffized, mnd their meanings sre to be found, se you
huve been told, at the end of thess Lossons in ** Elamentary English.™

Ag.* Act, {ig, g, actu), from dgere, actus, to do, move,
urge on, pat in motion, drive.

Ag+ent or ency or il or il {4 ify; man (sce this root,

* Rooks thus marked aro those given in Lhe Regents’ Syllabus for tha
prresent year.

t The suffixes ables, abils, ance, ate, bule, culs, ence, thile, ibie, dle, ine,
tre, tze, le, ose, lude, and wre often drop the fiual e, and becoms ald,
abil, ane, af, bul, eul, ene, 54, 8, & in, dv, €, {, on, fud, and we
Able, abil, el, er, ery, ¥b, dty, ly, or, and fude sometimes drop the
initial letter, and appenr as Be, WL 5 or, ey, B, fy, oy, v and ude
Ary, Iy, mony, ory, and y someiimes changs y o ¢, and sppear as
ard, N, moni, ord, and




