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INTRODUCTION.

As mm}r. peuplai:nﬂﬂ England bhave heard mmeh of the
retirement, purity, and cleanliness of a pesple called Bhakers,
and on visiting them, sod hbesring their own secount of their
method of trainiog the yoong, and the indocements they gener-
ally hold cot fo the parents,—sapecially lone mothers living in.
large cities. [Many have been indueed to Indenture their children
to them, with the expectation of having them return to their home
af the expivation of their minority, with good morsl characters
religious inclinations, and active businoss babits. They are told
by theso people, that when their children are of the sge designated
in the indentare, thoy will be at perfect liberty to retorn to the
world if they please, or glay with them. As Shaker faith forbids
persuasion or compulsi

There are very many sad ovidences of the falsity of this
amertion. | The little children are taught to believe that the world
is amdly changed since they lefi it. — The school bouse the church,
and every place of which the child is beard to epeak, is all filled
with toads or snakes.—The sun is holter than it used to be, there
is no good cooling water for thirsty little children to drink, the
people have become very wicked, and God is punishing them by
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letting them kill one anotber: And thus graduslly the child s
wesned from the world, end taught to believe that no little child
can be so happy as the litdle Shaker, that the spirita of the dead
comé back, and dance and aing with I:Immj They receive messages
from the spirit land forbidding them to speak or think of the
world. The child grows up under these influences, and the re-
enlts are fult by the poor disappointed mother, when all hope of
ever receiving her son or daughter at her home bave flad for.
EVET.

The object of the writer at this time, is, simply to lay byfore
the world & few facts, of whick she had been an eye witness.



CHAPTER 1.

A BYNOPSIS OF THE BOCIETY CALLED SHAKERS, WITH 4
SHORT ACCOTUNT OF MOTHER AKN LEE, THEIR FOUKDER.

To give the rise and progress of this Sect would be too
great a task for me to undertake at this time, I would,
however, cite the reader to books containing the fundamen-
tal principles of this society ;—such as Duonlavy's Manifes-
to, the Millanial Charch Book, Christ's Becond Appearing,
&cc., written by some Jearned men, members of the society
it new Lebanon. But things poblished to the world, are
not the hidden treaseres or pearls of Shakerism.

This Bociety is constituted of Ministry, Elders, Tros-
1ees, Deacous apd private membere.—The head of thiz seet
iz stationed st Mew Lebanon, in New York: or in other
words the frst gift of God rests there. The establish-
ed Order at New Lebanon holds the seme relation to the
Bhaker os Rome 1o the Catholic. The gifts and orders, os
the Constitution and by laws are termed, are ail drawn upand
ganctioned by the Order of God at that plage—An Order is
constituted of four persons—iwo of each sax,—the Minis-
try is composed of this number, as Elder A. apnd Eldersss B.
Brother C. and Sister D. The second never bear any other
title than brother or sister. The sametitles are conferred
upon the order of Elders in each Family. The Trastees at
the Church, or first order so called, lives in the Office ;
those worthy persons are such as the ministry have proved
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frusty unwavering Shakers. Their duty is to transact buei-
ness with the world, and take charge of company, leat they
would pass their limits, and ailure the wavering and upsta-
ble minded from their most holy faith, and roin their im-
mortal souls. There are also Deacon and Deaconess at
each Family. Their particular vocation is to distribute the
clothing, see to the work, weigh and measure the family
allowanee for the kitchen, and take charge of whatever the
Trustees place in their hands.

Each Bociety have three families—first, seeond and third.
—T'he third or young believers order, is the door by which
all persona enter, by confessing their sins to the Elders of
this family ; the Elders at the third and seeond families,
confess their sins aond are obedient io the Elders of the first
family at the Church. Private members are obedient to the
Deacons, the Deacons to the Trustees, the Trustees to the
Elders, the Elders to the Ministry, the Ministry to the first
order of God'a anointed at New Lebaoon.

They hold God is in his creatures, and there must be
worshipped ; conscquently, those whoe hold any office, are
gods to those onder them, and they too worship God in
those still before them, and 2o on, 1o the Ministry at
New Lebanon—who confeas their sing to the Godhead.

This people profass to believe Christ made his Seeond
appearance in the person of one Awx Lge, an English wo-
man, daughter of James Lee, a blacksmith, of Manchester,
England. Thie woman was formerly employed in » hat
manufsctory, Manchester,—was married to a Mr. Stanly
very young,~—had foor or five children, all of which died in
infancy. Bhe became a zealous [ollower of James snd
Jane Wadleigh, heads of a pect of New Lights, in that
place.

Aeccording to accounts given us in the Millinial Church
Book, of this very exirsordinery personage, she hegan very
early in life to feel the weight of immortal soule—the awful
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sinfulness of sin—and the depth of man's fall. Although
she could neither read or write, yet she managed to find out
something of the Scriptures by othersy this will sccount for
hier predilection for the Apocrypha. (I have been told by
an Eldress, that Mother always said that the Apocrypha was
the cream of the Bibl

We read she labored day ard night incessantly, to disco-
ver the ront of all evil, and becoming conrinced beyond a
doubt where it laid, she opeped a flaming testimony agrinst
it, which called down upon her head showers of persecution,
too cruel for long endurance. Tradition telld us her father,
husband, brother and adopted son, with James and Jane
Wadleigh, acknowledged her their head, and conferred on
ber the name of Mother, which name she has ever since
retained, as mother in the new craation.

By continual fasting end prayer—deep agony of soul-—in.
cessant cries—groans—tears and entresties,—by day and
by night, she wasted awsy, till becoming helplass, her fol-
lowers were under the necesaity of taking her in their arms
a6 an infant, it is said she was fed with pap from = spoon,
the larger portion of the time she was travailing to the NEw
Binrn.—Bhe travailed nine years in the manner above
mentioned, when her labors for herself ceased—she wea

- born in the regeneration-—completely redeemed from all the
propensities of a fallen nature, in July, 1760.

At thiz period ia dated the commencement of the Milleni-
um, or Christ's Second Appearing. (They think this the
time spoken of by Jeremiah the Prophet. * Again 1 will
build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel : Thou
shalt again be adorned with Tabreta, and shalt go forth in
the dances, for them that make merry.”'—Jer. 31} * Then
shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and
old vogether”'—Jor. 31. " Your sons and daughters shall

prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, and yoor young

men shall see visions, &c.""—Joel 2.
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