URBANE AND
HIS FRIENDS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649243730

Urbané and his friends by E. Prentiss

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



E. PRENTISS

URBANE AND
HIS FRIENDS

ﬁTrieste






Wame's St Series.

URBANE

AND HIS FRIENDS.

ey

MRS B PRENTISS

cerEon oF " HTEFEING NEAVERWARD,” "ATHT SuvR'S BEED,T
ETC. ETC.

LONDON :
FREDERICK WARNE AND CO.

BEDFORD STREET, STHRAND,



Ps
AL
P14

CONTEN'TS.

+
CIAF.

IXNTRODUCTION & " ] ' ¥ : [
I, THE MEETING AXD IT8 DESIGN Tt
IT, TIIE NIBLE i . . H a

111, THE APOSTOLIC CHRIBTIAN .
IV, FALLEN MAN . - 4 ‘ ' . "
v, EIN . ol . .
VI TEMPTATION . . . . : T

Vil. THE MYSTICS . * . ' N
VIIL THE MYSTIC oF To-DAY ; OR, “ THE HIGHER
CHRISTIAN LIFE" i = Is '
IX, AN ALLEGORY i B 5 . ¥ ®
%. STEPHANAS AND HERMES . B n @
XI. FAITH .. . A . . . . '
XIL PRAYER . . .« o« w a
XI1II., GEED‘IEHG-H 4 ¥ % a . * r
X1V, CHRISTIAN EERYICE ¢ coen W
IV, URBANE AND ANTIOCHUS ; . 5

718873

FPAGKE

11
22
2

B3
LY
105
117
126
143
154
166



viil UONTENTS.
CHAF.
IVIL ANTIOCHUR . ® .
EVIL TUE IZDWELLING CHRIST
AVIIL JUNIA . . . .
ALX PAIN AND SORLOW , .
XX, JUNIA AGAEN . M v
AXL HELVYIA . [ .

XXIL PEACE AND JOY . .



INTRODUCTION.

.

URBANEL

“Christian saw the picture of a wery prave person hung up
against the wall, and this was the fashion of it: it had eyes lifted
up to heaven, the best of books in his haml, the law of truth was
written on his lips, the world was behind his back ; it stood as if it
pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did bang over bis head.”

Nor very unlike this portrait, is that of one whom we
now introduce under a fictitions name. Urbanéd is no
longer young ; he has been s Christian pastor for more
than thirty years, Daring all that time, he has been
listening to lamentations and confessions without num-
her, from those professing the name of Christ.  Doubts,
diffieulties, sins, failures, sometimes agonising tempta-
tions and falls, have met him everywhero ; yet he has
said to himself, “Man's chief end is to glorify God and
enjoy Him for ever. Buot are most of the men and
women tnder my influence, glorifving Him ! And are
they enjoying Him? And if not, why not1® He
pondered and prayed over these guestions fur years,
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meanwhile preaching Christ from week to week, out of
the depths of an experience that made his face to shine
a5 he spake of Him; the consequence of which was,
that ever and anon, & man or & woman would come to
him with such language as this:

“I know I ought to Jove to read the Bible, but I do
not”  “I pet no answers fo my prayers” “1 am
tormented with doubts ; I fear I am not regenerate.”
“ My casily-besetting sins overcome me; I got no
dominion over them.” I have lost my property, and
am anxious to know what I have done to make Gad
so angry with me.” My children are disobedient and
ungrateful and-worldly. Why am 1 so unfortunate 1"

Again and again, Urbané tried te explain and do
away with these difficultics ; they confronted him in all
directions, until at last, he bethought himself of devot-
ing one evening in each week to instructions more col-
loquial and simple than these of the pulpit, and thus
meet the wants sa painfully felt and expressed.

His plan was to set his young people upon the study
of the Bible, in place of the careless habit of mechanical
reading, 5o much the evil of the day.  And while Le did
not pretend to strike out new and original thoughts,
kis living voice had a power that eannot be reproduced
upon paper.  Imagine a man of threescore years, every
inch a man, and yet with fominine sweetness in his
face : imagine a form dilating, at times, as earnest
thought filled and expanded it; bebold one that has
“geen the Lord," standing up weck after week, year
after year, to * plead with men,” to look also and live,
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and you have a faint idea of ong whose passion was hig
Christ. He had caught up no new and popular doctrine,
but what he spalke he knew. He had been down into
a mine, and patiently sought thers for hid treasure ; he
had come up to share his silver and his gold with who-
ever would aceept them from his hand. No one man
knew his whole life. One could say, “He has talked
and prayed with me, urging me to self.consecration, a
score of times"” And another. “ When I was sick he
came unto me, and bronght sunshine into my room, for
weeks and months”  And another, “ He snatched me
out of a carser that was abont to ruin my soul ; it cost
him prayers and tears and sleepless nights; but he
lavished them vpon me” * To me he came when I was
poor, and a stranger; he took me by the hand and
encouraged me,” could be said by yet another. “He
rave me the very coat from his back, and the shoes
from his feet.” “He poured wine and oil into the
wonnds of a puilty conscience, he was my son of conso-
lation, when 1 was weeping over & new-made grave ; 1
owe him lifedong devotion”

Yet no such language was heard, Urbané did his
work, not to be seen of men, but of God; his right
hand knew not what was done by the left; he had no
thirst for human praise; he rarely thought or spoke
of himself, but hid himsell’ humbly away behind las
Lord.

It has heen thought that the conversations held in
the study of this Christian pastor, might meet the
wants of a class always existing in the Church, who
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are dissatisfied with themselves, yet not satisfied with
Christ ; who would style themselves, as

“ Grovellers below, yet wanting will to rise ;
Tired of the world, nofitted for the skies”

Most of those who attended the mectings regularly
were young, yet not of the youngest ; there were pro-
fessional men and business men; there were wives
and mothers, who came thirsting for the truth,
Others, eager to harmonise their two separate masters,
God and Mammon, Christ and self, came and went,
came and went. If there was no ball or festival, they
would come idling into Urbané's library, personal
friendship and respect for him being quite as much
their impelling motive as any other. Then there were
some who had found life a disappointment, a failure,
amd eame for healing.

There were two friends whose presence he always
desired, fancying they could sometimes state a truth
more happily than himself. Philologus was a man of
less pliable character than Urbané, but he was one
who studied the Word of God with great diligence:
his Greek Testament, amply interleaved, and enriched
with careful notes in his own hand, bore witness to
no common research. Clandia had been the friend of
both from her youth up  She was one of the least
among petite women ; not a dwarf, but a perfeet little
fairy, and the brightest of souls looked out of her
shining eyes ; once seen, she was never to be forgotten ;
if you met her in a pictare gallery, hers was the image



