THE DAY OF THE LORD: A LECTURE
DELIVERED IN ST. JOHN'S
(LUTHERAN) CHURCH,
PHILADELPHIA, THE TWENTY-SIXTH
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, A. D. 1861



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649230730

The Day of the Lord: A Lecture Delivered in St. John's (Lutheran) Church, Philadelphia, the
twenty-sixth sunday after trinity, A. D. 1861 by Joseph A. Seiss

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH A. SEISS

THE DAY OF THE LORD: A LECTURE
DELIVERED IN ST. JOHN'S
(LUTHERAN) CHURCH,
PHILADELPHIA, THE TWENTY-SIXTH
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, A. D. 1861

ﬁTrieste






T N N N T R T W L T W o N

THE

DAY OF THE LORD.

T L N L
T GHELMAN & BOK, PRINTERE, FUILADA,



THE

DAY OF THE LORD:

D Tecture

DELITELNLD IN 8T JHHEE (LUTHERAY) (TIIUGCIL FIITLATELPIHTA,
THE TWENTY-SEXTH SUxTayY AFTER TEINITY, AD. 1561,

BY

JOSEPH A. BEISs, D.D.

AUTHOE OF

WLARY TINC" GoSFRL N Luviriong,” FLEOYTHLE O HEDREWE,™ BT

PHILABELEILA:
EOLDL BY
SMITH, ERGLIEH & CO, 23 NORTH SIXTH BT.
AND
Lurnrnas Pooucanon Iovse, 42 Nonra Niera Sv

1861,



“Ix a time like ours, when not only the gospel of the
cros, buk aven the miost clementary views of God, of right
and light, ave foolishness to the Greels, and often even to
ihe noblosk among them, itis of peramount importance to
ba faithfal in the simple and fondamental truths which,
however insignificant they may appeer, are thoe foundaetion
of all the rest, and to give all honor to truth with manly
moral and logleal energy, not heading the contemptuons
shrugging of shoulderz of either fdend o foe—Dn,

AvrerainN,
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A LECTURE ON IL PETER i, 8-14.

“ Faowing this flest, that thers shall pome in the last days
ponffers, wallking after theiv own losts, and saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? for einee the fathors foll aeleep, ali things
confinne as thoy were from ke beginning of the ereaiion,'" eho—
2 Perew il 8-14,

A veEny hmportant portion of Seripture is that ap-
pointed for this day's Epistle, which I have read, and
upon which I propoese to make a few observations.

The ohject of these writinge of Bt. Peter, ns statod
by himsclf, was to furnish a synopsis of the teachings
of both prophets and apostles with respect to the
groat salvation, and to keep hia readers specially ad-
monizhed as to what they were to expoct. And as
the substance of evangelical doetrine ia contained in
his Tipistles in general, so the substance of evangelical
prediction ia contained in this chapter in particular.
I connot enler into all the details, bub will select a
few topics which may profitably engage ouy medita-
tions,
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4 THE DAY OF THE LORI.

I, The first I name, and that which forms the
centrs in a group of wonders and at once dater-
minee tle period to which the whole subject relates,
ia the announcement that Christ i to return again
to the earth. It is this doctrine that the whole pass-
ags is meant to assert, defend, elucidate, and enforce
in ibs practical bearings. Il ie a doctrine, alse, re-
markably prominent in the sacred writings, As a
subject of hopeful expectation fo the pious, and of
terror to the wngodly, it iz the mest formally, re-
peatodly, and constantly affirmed. T'o say nothing
about the Old Testament, (which is just as full of it
as the New,* but which does not alwaye distinguish

# 4 Thore 18 pearcely a proplecy ju the Old Testoment gongern-
Ing Christ, that doth net, in something or ether, velate to his
aepond eoming, " —>~8ir fanee Newton on Danied, p, 1820

4 1w pame vrbeles which attest fhe st comdng of Chelst, as
if impotient fo be confined o eo narvow bounde, overllew, o= it
were, info the futmre oge, and expatists on the prineipal facts
snd eireumstnnces of bis seoend coming,"—»rd on the Proplhecies,
pp- 129, 130,

s 0t would be very diffeult to Beleok any ouwe entive propheey
from the (00 Testoment, supposed to relate to this event, [Mes-
siah's coming, ] which was @ all {s pemcipal perticulars aecom-
plished ab our Lord’s fivet coming. Eo far, indeed, a& any fm-
portanoe miy Do stiached to the geuneral expeectation of the Is-
raciitish Church before that peeied, seavcely any of the thinga
whieh they Tooked for and mused opon were Tulfilied ob Lbe fivad
Advoul."— Mrooke's Floments of Proplefioal Dnterpretation, po 119,

4 The coming of Christ is the leading subject of the prophecivs,
Botl of the 01d and New Testament, either ag velates to his fival
or geeond coming ;s aud these ave often luthmately connested lo-
gothor, eopecially in the O1d Testament.”— Hickeraleth's Gride fa
the Prophesies, p. 69,



THE DAY OF ThRT LORD. o

very clearly between the first Advent and the second,)
there is hardly a chapter in all the evangelical writ-
ings which does not in some way refer fo it.* The
Bavior Limself, during his lifetime, spoke largely
of a period when the mourning tribes of the carth
“ghall zec the Hon of man coming in the clonds of
heaven with power and great glory,” and when “he
shall rend his nngels, with a great sound of a frompet,
o gather his elect from the four winda.” {Bee Matt.
xxiv., xxv.; Luke xxi.) The mysterions heavenly per-

# o We affirm, that youe EEDGRMER'S SEOOND APERARING 18 THE
VERY POLE-2TAR OF THE (nvecu, That it 15 2o Leld forth in the
Hew Teglawment, ia beyond dispute,” —C%ri's Second Coming, by
Rew, D Brows, L0, po 14

“ 1 am enre that any individoal, who has not made the subject
i matter of previoos investigation, would he surprized ot the
result of an attentive research, by discovoring how frequontly
the secomd coming of the Lord Jesus Christ iz, in Seripturs,
brought before the believer's view ag an eveni which he ought
to keep in oonatant vecollociion, to etimulate Lim to inceseant
watchfulness and votiring patience in yunning the rnoe sel hefors
him."'— Wihite on ihe Secend Adeant, . 18,

W Thig wos (e great theme on which 8¢ Panl dwelt, to animats
the firsl Christians in their trisls and te consele them in fheir
afflictions. . , . Lk i3 Lhe principal topie of the Apooslypse of 8t
Jolin nnd to thia e eepecislly divects the attention of the first
Clriatiang,"— Very Bev. o, Popiist Poganls Eiwd of the: World, p. 1.

# Ag an ineentive o roponinnee and boliness o sinnevs,—ag a
moative for watchfulnass, prayer, zeal, and dillzenoe on the pars
of Christian minlsters and people,—mare promingiva iz, given fo it
[the Snvior's second goming] fr the pages of the Now Pestoment
than to gng ofher, The apostles mevor fafled fo give point and
pungency to their wirnings snd exhorintions by selemn refarences
to the certwinty and soddenness of the Tord's voming.”— Hialhap

Henahaw on the Second ddvens, p. 230,
1%



6 THE DAY OF THE LORI

eonages who appeared when he made his trinmphant
agcension from the Mount of Ohives sald to those
who witnessed it, “ Ye men of Galiles, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? thiz same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like mannor as ye have seen him go inte heaven.”
{Acts 1. ©-11.) Paul declaves that “ The Lord him-
galf shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the arshangel, and the trump of God.” (1
Thees. iv, 16.} In the Epistle to the Iebrows we
read that © Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many; and unto them that lock for him shall he
appear the secend time without sin unto salvation.”
(Heb. ix. 28.) Peter says of himsslf and his follow-
apoetles, “ Weo have not followed cunningly devized
fables, when we made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lovd Jesus Christ," (2 Peter i
16} John says, * Behold, he cometh with clonds;
and cvery cye ghall see him, and they also which
piercad him, Hven so, Amen.” (Rev. i 7.) And
in the very last words which close the canon of
Heripture it Is written, “T Jesns have sont mine
angel to testify unio you these things in the
Churches, . .. Burely I come quickly ; Amen,” [Rav,
xxil. 16-20) I know not of anether doctrine of the
gospal that is announced with moera perspieunity or
solemnity. Christ’s birth of the Virgin Mary is net
more explicitly and nnequivocally asserted, or more
oortainly attested, than his return again to the earth
as literally and truly as he went up out of it. Nor
ia thore a Creed in Christendom, so far as T know,



