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DEDICATION

One of the wisest and most beautiful acts
related in this book
is that referred to by Governor MeEnery
in the eonclusion of the story of the Gee Place:
“When Doctor Egan and my father died
Lheir sons came together
and agreed not to prolong the feud of their {athers.
Accordingly, the matter was dropped and forgotien,
and there are now
no warmer friends i the state
than the sons of those two good men.”

THE CITILDREN
OF THOSE WHO WOHE I'HE BLUE

and

THE CHILDREN
OF THOSE WHO WORE THE GRAY,

m pursuing the same wise and patriotic course,
have given to the nation’s history
ITS MOST GLORIOUS CHAPTER.
To these sons and daughlers,
NORTH AND J0UTIH,
this fittle labor of love

15 DEDICATED.



PREFACE

Tmis book is made up of true stories about Dixie—
stories of people and conditions.  Ioit there are no excesses
and no fancilul crestions, whether of persons or alfairs,
Ils aim is to instruet and entertain by portraying, simply
and truthfully, real things and happenings in Dixie,

1M the history of the South be regarded as a building this
book aims to be the vestibule thereof, and the attempt has
been made so to construet and furnish it that those who
enter therein may be incited to go on into the bwilding
itself. Should it be thought that too much is said of
Lrifles Lhe reply would be: {1} the book is intended muamly
for young people; and (2) one has a lopsided knowledge of
the people of Dixie who knows nothing of their jokes and
sporls.

A gquasi biography of “Nick"™ runs through the hook.
While true, as far as it goes, 1ts purpose is chiefly me-
chanical. IL is somewhal of a path winding ils way
through a forest from which the necessary bearings are
Laken Lo draw a map of the tract. Around it are woven the
“stories of Dixie” pretly much as the gems and jewels of a
crown are entwined about the skeleton frame that holds
them in order, continuity, and perspective.

The white people of the South are generally homoge-
neous as to manners, habits, and weals. They sprang
from a common ancestry and have been molded by like
means and agencies.  Probably the section which was most
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PREFACE 7

representative of the whole South in 1860 was Naorth
Louisiana. AL that time it was the last section settled,
and its healthful climate, fertile lands, and abundant
tumber, fish, and game attracted settlers from all parts of
the South. It was Dixie in & nutshell, and for this reason
it 15 madde the seene of many of the stories.

This book had its origin in two suggestions, one coming
from a northern and the other from a soulhern source:

In the early spring of 1913 the anthor, while dining with
Dre. W. T. II. Howe, of Cincinnati, ()., attempted to en-
tertain him wilh stories of the South. The doctor’s ap-
preciation of the narratives was such that he suggested
the writing and publishing of them in book form.

About the same time The Daily Pieayune, of New
Orleans, having referred very approvingly to a communi-
cation from Dr. Van Dvke to Lhe children of New Jerscy,
sugrested a message from the present writer to the children
of Louisiana.

The anthor wishes to thank most heartily his colleague
Hugh Mercer Blain, Ph.I)., Professor of English, who has
read the manuseript and offered wany helpful suggestions.

In retruveling, as it were, the long voyage described
in this book the suthor has been accompanied by his
daughter, Mrs, A, P. Daspit, and to him she hias been a
cheering and helpful companion,—a motor and a rudder,
Among other things she has often reminded him of the
Lwo old maxims: * The secret of being tiresome i in telling
everyvthing,” and *The most completely lost of all days is
that on which one has not langhed.™




CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE
I. Tue Story o A TyricaL SerTieEr.. ... ..... 11
Chiger Badbe - et e e s S 11
Evellsand stoeies: . oo ooz i 14

Good dogs, & coon hunt, and a fight. . ... 23

Nick and the cardinal . . ... ........... 28
Anold-timeschool. .. ... ... ... ... ... 30

A hunt, a whir, a rustle, and a stampede 35

II. Tue Story oF THE PloNeens. .. ... .. .. ... 4]
The Atlanbic slepe. .. .o oo iiiaics 41

Growth of thecolonies. . . ............. 43

The call of the West., R |

The westward mm‘emrnt T al

An Mustration of the \w%t“ 'mrl mm‘ement a3

ITI. Tue Stony oF A W RSTWARD Move.. .. ....... al
More “clhaw room ™, - ... .. .. ST )

(MY for Loutsiana . . et rera R

New Orleans then .mrl TWWW o o 4
UptheBed Biver. ... ... . ..ioi..s 7l

TV. Tor Srory oF A Typican Ngcnnorpnoon, . .. 89
Unele Wash moves from Cane Ridge. . .. 83

Progressive development. ... ... .. ... 88
The Forest Grove School .. ... ... ... B8
V. Tue Srory or 2 Tyrican 51-:»{"r1{m'.. peraeeee, 104
Tymeatof Thxies - oinliiiiisasilins 104
Two good signs . . e e e R
The Gee Place. .. . .. et AT
A peaceful and pm,mruuw R Rl
Religion and churches. ., .............. 117
Introducing Oal. . . .....0oiviinnneri.. 120
Homer College. . ... ... ... ... .. ... 123



CONTENTS 0

CHAPTER PAGE
VI. Tue Svowy or tnr Becivsiveg o tne War. . 153
The irrepressible confliet. . . ..., _.... 133
Nick goes towar. ...... .. AT Lo R £
Camp Moore. . ....ouvean e
VII. Tue Svory or EvexTs or Tne "-"- AT e e e 152
Manorineidents: . oo it 152
Afishstory. .. ... ... . ... ..... 157
A Confederate :ﬁ.uut ................... 160
Storics of Oal . i e TS
An interrupted oration, A ik RO
The Confederate 5LI‘EI'I_‘+ ‘starts for Ten-
TIESERE e e e M T I i 5
;'L-atudent'-'-n]rher e s L e r )
A perilous ady enlure. ... ..... ., ey 103
General Sherman and Colonel H-nvd ..... 186
YVIIL. Tur Stony oF i CLose OF THE Wan . . . 193
Cheerful enduranes. . .. 193
Closing scenes . | SRR 1L
The fortunes of u.u -u|d llag o 200
The cartain falls on a scene both sad and
droll. . ... 203
IX. Tue Svory oF THE HovEwarp Trasve. . .. 206
The remnant starts home. ... .. ... .. 206
A greal southern leader, ., ... . ,......, 208
An old-time southern aristocrat. . ... ... 210
A few preat Georgians. .. .o iann 204
Along and jollyride. ... . ............ 99
More surprises. . A=A 226
The Gulf and its t_hll:r[ lrlhul‘ln ......... i
The home stretch. ... .. e cie e RIH

APPENDIX. .. . . . s 242



