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TALES FROM “BLACKWOQOD.”

SHAKESPFARE'S FUNERAL

BY MAJOE-GERERAL E. B. HAMLEY,

Plitee, —STRATFORD-0N-A VM.
—THE $TH or Arnrn 1616, !

Sepwn L—The Taproom of the Faleon Tavern dn the
High Street, kept Ty Eleenor Comama.,

Hosress amd HLY.

IHogtess, Kit Bly, Kit Bly, dost thou hear?
There be guests alighting in the yard; run thou
and help Robin ostler hold their stirrups, and so do
somewhat for the ale thou ne'er pay'st for,

Sly. If T do, wilt then let this one day slip with-
out rating and prating of thy scors that I ows
thea ?

flostess. Yea, good Kit, if’ thou ron quickly. -

B.8—L E
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Sty But wilt thou bid Fraocis draw me what
sle T may chance call for?

Hastess. Nay, that will I not, or thon wounldst
empty my great tun, Thou wouldst serve me as
thon didst the ale-wifs of Wineot,! who says, poor
goul, that she ne'sr had caslk in cellar thess twelve
years but thou wert more fatal to it than a leaking
tap. By these ears, I heard her say so when the
deputy’s men wera seizing her goods, Thou shalt
not cozen ma ad thoi didst Marian.

Sy, Hold stirrup thyeelf then, I'H not hudge,
I'll to sleep again by the chimney till it please God
gand ma drink.

Enter Deavros * (the poet) and Youxa Raveen
(son of Sir Walter).

Drayton. Bly, said she! Didst thou not hear,
Walter, vouu varlet's name? but "twas scarce need-
ful. Ths sodden face, the shaking nether lip, the

Lo Al Marian Hacket, the fat ale-wife of Wincet, if she know
manot,” says Kit 8y inthe “ Tamiog of the Shrew.” Wincobis s
viltams about thres miles from Btatfoed.

* Michasl Drayton, s Warwickshive poet of great repute inhis
itay; was abont o year older than Hhalkespeare, and hed known him
lomyg and Familiarly.

¥ YVounr Walter Haleizh was 3ir Walter™s eldest son, and was
now temby-two yeam old,  Heaccomparied hia father, soon atter,
to South Americ, a8 commander of one of the companies that
furmesd tha miitery part of ths expedition, to prepare for which
Wi the erpreas comdition on which Sir Walter was released from
the Tower mn Janoary 1616,
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eve watery and impudent, the paunch ale-swalled,
the doublet liquor-stained, the hat crushed from
being much slept in, the apparel ruinous, becanze
the tapster intercepts the fes that should be the
tailor's and the cobbler's—hath not the master,
without cataloguing oma of these things, implied
all, in halfascore of pregunant words, for all the
future? What a skill is that can make a poor sot
immortal |

Sly. Bot, saidst thou !—but I care net. Will yo
stand me, gentles, in a pot of ale?

Ralergh. Wilt thou answer, then, a few gquestions
I would put to thee?

Sily. Ay—but the ale first ; and be brief; I love
not much question. Bay on, and let the world
slidea.

Raleigh, A pot of ale, drawer, for this worthy
man. And now tell me, Sly, is't not thy custom to
use that phrase ‘et tha world slide’ P!

Sly. It may well be; 'tis o maxim I love; 'tis a
cure for much., T am cold—Iet the world slide, for
anon I shall be warmer. I am dry—lat the world
glide, for time will bring ale. T sif, pottle-pot in
hand, ' the chimney-nook—Ilet the world alide
whila T taste it

Diragton. '"Tis a pretty philosophy, nnd might
perve for greater uses. But, for a further guestion

1 & phrase mach affected by Sly the Tloker In the preluds to the
* Taming of the Shrew."
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—Wert thou acquainted with old John Naps of
Greece 71

Sly. John Naps, quotha! what old John! by
Jeronimy, I kmew him many a year, mended his
pots and helped him empty them. ‘A had been a
sailor, or to say pirate would be to ehoot nearer the
clout ; when sober his fashion was to say nonght, but
when drunk hig talk was of the things s had geen in
Greere—whereby they called him Naps of Greece.

Dirayton. And didet thou know, too, Peter Turf
and Henry Pimpernell ?

Sly. Yea, aa this pot-handle kmows these fingers,
For Turf, he was deputy-sexton of Wincot, and
indeed digged Naps's prave, and was found lying
drunk therein, with his epade beside him, at the
hour of burial. For Pimpernell, "twas a half-witted
companion, but his grandam kept money in 's
purse, and 's served to pay scores, and " could
join in a catch on oceagion, thof 'a had but a small,
aracked voice, and mostly sung his part to pealm-
tunes, And now, masters, a question to ye—an
ye anewer not, faith, T care not—but how should
such as yve know Naps and the others?

Drragton. They have been recorded, and thou too,

1 Ope of Bly's acquaintances at Winoot,

“Stephen Sy, and Ol John Faps of Greece,

and Peter Torf and Herry Pimpernedt,™
—F Taming of the Bhrew,™

A manuseript memomndnm, in which Stephen 21y ia mentioned,
written ot Btmatford ln 1614, i5 still extant.




