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INTRODUCTION.

It in 3 remarkahle fact, that the present volume is
the only one devoted especally to the consolation of
the widow. This does not arise from any want of
feeling for the sificted sod sormowing. Many works
of great value have been written for mowmers: box
gtill the widow, in all her pecoliar loneliness and
severty of gnef, has been only incideptally noticed in
these volumes, or grouped with the great multitude
of the bereaved. This eertainly ianot tobe attribated
to any intentional negleet or want of sympathy for
those whom God hath made desolate. In christian
eorntries, such have & very strong hold upon the
affections of the commmunity. They also readily
eommand the assistance of all men. We are ooo-
scions, that the mere gight of woman clad m the
weeds of widowhood, sentibly affects the heart and
awakens emotions of instinetive sympathy. Sdll, the
widow, until now, ¢could find no book, written ape-



ir IETRODUCTION.

cially for her, and adapted to her pecusar condition,
which ghe eould take with her into her solitude. Tt
is true, in the consolations which have been adminis-
tered to the bereaved and somrowing, there was much
‘which swould apply to the general condition of the
widow, It ia true, In the Bible were to be found
maany rich and precious assurances of special interest
in the heart of God, and of protection for herself and
fatherless children. But these lie scattered, and
seemed to be almost too great and glorious to be
meant for the poor sufferer, well migh consumed by
the intensity of her agony. There is something %o
sacred and touching in the sorrows of widowhood ;—
something which =0 instinetively shrinks away from
the public guze, and seeks retirement; where alone
and mnwatched, the heart may pour out the freshness
of its grief, that I do not wonder that pious men have
forbormme publicly to address the widow, lest they
might only wound the deeper, whem they merely
sought to sympathise and give direction to her sorrow.

It must be admitted, that few men could with mueh
hope of success, updertake a task so delicate. Pro-
petly to perform it, required not ooly 8 warm and
generons heart, a clear and discriminating intellect,
a practical soquaintance with the laws of the human
mind, but slso persomal experience in similar grief
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In all these respects, the gifted author of this volume
is eminently qualified. Those who are acquainted
those who have enjoyed his persomal friendship—are
pursuaded, that Mr, James has not only & mind at
once of simplicity and eleganee, but possesses a
henart of tnusual generosity—alive to every appesl of
sorrow. Besides this, the past dispensations of Provi-
denee have made bim familiar with the realties of
bercavement. The wife of his youth was early taken
from him, and for a eonsiderable period ha knew the
déep solicitnde snd the pensive sorrow of him that
mourneth apart,. Nay, more than this, even whilst
preparmg this volume of consolation, all the sorrows
of the past have been quickened into life, and new
fovmtains of grief opened in his heart. By letters
recently received, we leam that his pregent compan-
_imm, a lady of pecnliar excellenca, both intellectwal
and moral, = mpdly, though sweetly, passing o
the skies. Thus has Providence most singularly
prepared this man of God to perform the delicate
task of speaking to the widow, and by anticipated
sorrows, mingling deep sympathy with her drear and
cheetless solitude. Whilst he hands forth the cup
of consolation, he assures the moumner that it has

virtue; for he has tasted it, and proved its power.
10
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With the poet he can say, and thus teach every
mourner o say-—
i What though a clowd oershade my sight,
Big with efliction’s tear |
Yel Farrm, amid the drops that fall,
Discernn n rainbow there

It will ot be thought strange, when the cireum-
stances are considered under which this book was
prepared, that it is the most precious of all his works.
There is & subdued and tender apirit breathed intp
every pammgraph and sentence. There is something
whieh seizes upon the best feelings of the man,
awakening a livelier interest in the daughters of
afflicticn,

There is so much of God in these pages —the
milder and more lovely attnbwtes of his pature are
made =0 delightfully prominent, that the voice of
murmunng must be hushed. The divine wisdom is
80 clearly illustrated, carrying forward the purposes
of benevolence, even by the agency of death, that the
heart must eonfide in God and be contented.

# Witk patience, then, the course of duty run,
God nothing does, nor suifers to be dons,
But you yourseif would do, if you could ses
The ead of all events ax wcll as He"?
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One of the errands on which the Son of God came
fromn heaven to earth, was to bind wp the broken-
hearted, and 1o comfort all that moom: and during
bis sojuum upen earth, the tenderest sympathy was
one of the virtues which adomed that hely natare, in
which dwelt, &s in its temple, “ all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.™

Like their Divine Master, the ministers of the
gospe] ought 1o be sons of econsolation, and to perform
the fanctions of & comforter, as well as those of an
memactor: for i pure and undefiled religon, as
regards the professors of christianity, consists, in part,
of vigiting the widow and fatherless in their afffiction,
how much more incprahent is it on its teachers, to
cherish and to manifest the same tenderness of spirit
towards this deeply suffering portion of the hmnwa
Bmily. A group of children gathered round a widowed
mother, and sobbing out their sorrows, as she repeats
to them, amidst mapy tears, their father's Joved and
honoured name, is one of those pietures of woe, on
which faw can look with an unmoiztened eye.

Is it not strange, then, that with claims upon oue
sympathy, 8o strong and so generally ackmowledged,



