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JOON GAY'S WORK IN SPRING.

——
CHAT'TER I

a ' ERENEZER.

Arrer the daye began to grow warm
and pleasant in the spring, the snow waa
gtill deep mpon the ground in the part of
the country where John and Benny lived.
The snow was very bard, however, baving
become indorated by repeated thawings
and freezingw, so that now the boys counld
walk wpon the surface of it, over the fields
and everywhere, and elide upon their aleds
wherever they ceme to a hill, or to any
piece of descending ground.

The boye called walking on this har-
dencd enow walking on fhe erust, but prop-
erly speaking there was no crust, that is,
there wae no special hardening of the snow
upon the surface. It was hardened through-
out, from top to bottom, even where the
snow was several feet in depth.



& JOHN GAY'S WOREK IN BPHING.

Onpe morning Jobn and Benny, with their
consin Mary, who was a girl of abont John's
age, immediately after breakfast, and before
the sun was warm enough to melt the snow,
get off t0 make an excursion together.

John and Benny fook their sleds. Mary
proposed to fake Benny's black kitten
Mungo with her, as if the kitien had been
a little dog.

% But she won't go with you,” said Ben-
ny. “I can naver make her follow me
away from the honse anywhere. Bhe will
follow me about & the house, wherever I
go, but she won't go away with me.”

“ Ah! bhut I will carry her in my arms,”
said Mary, ¢ until the house 18 out of aight,
and then she will go the rest of the way, I
am sure.”

HBo Mary took Mungo in her arms, and
the party set off together. They went
through the garden, and at the back of the
garden they stepped over the {op of & small
gate which led into n field. The snow
came up po near to the iop of the gate that
it waa quite easy stepping over it

The kitten went along very peaceably
thus far, but here, finding everything look




