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TO THE READER.

——
T=x Chrigtiso world i divided into denominatioos, sach -
of which is disoriminated by sentiments peculiar to
itaslf,
To delineate the nature, point out tho foundstion,
and appreciate the tendeney of every individual opinian
would boen endless task. The design of the publication
is, thersfora to enumerate briefly the leading tenote of
the partieg which attract our notiga,
It s presamed that the sutline will greatly interest
the general remder, as well 8s those who will raad solely
for instroction, especially as throoghout the work no
opinion is expremsed regarding the merits or demerits of
any peculiar faith, the intent being to present the readar
with an impartial narrative of facts, selected from the
best anthoritics, and which forming part of histery, may
quicken inguiries after trath.
To reflect upon the origin, progress, persecutions , wed
fingl triumph of True Religion, over the dadeners ot
ignorance, of ths erneltiss engendered 'y sperTRaT:



¥i TO THE READBR.

eannot fafl to exwcits in the mind of svery thinking
Christian, an increased fesling of veneration for his
faith, snd of gratitode to the Bupremas Disposer of
events, who haa been pleased to terminate the long night
of error, and to purify the minde of men, whose hande
are no longer raised to persecnta for raligioos differsncea
their fellow men, but are grasped in amity, to dispenss

_ the blessings of His * Holy Word," to the uttermost
ends of the earth.
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1THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SECTS.

ABYBSINIAN CHRISTIANS.

Omnrerr.—The general conversion of the Abys-
sinians to Christianity is supposed to have taken
place about the middie of the fourth century,
when Athanesius was Patrinech of Alexandria.

ProceEss.—In tho seventh century they em-
braced the sentiments of the Monosephytes, and
were looked upon as a pure church,

In the fifth oentury, the Portuguese having
vpened & paseage into the country of the Ahys-
einians, this was selected as a favourable oppor-
tunity to extend the Influenee of the Roman
Fontiff. The same important commission was
alao given to several Jesuits, but both missions
failed, the Abyssinians remaining frm to the
faith of their ancestors.

About the commencement of the wveneenin

century, the Portuguese, lewnits senewed WS
k-



