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THOUGHTS, &c.

SO fubjeét is the mind of man to error,
on all occafions even where its happi-
nefs is not at all concerned, whatever opi-
nion it efpoufes, that we may not be fur-
prifed if, where its happine(s is actually con-
cerned, it abandons itfelf with a blind cre-
dulity to any grateful delufion,

Now in this country, it is the fortune of
almoft every individual, from the popular
conftitution of our government, either di-
rectly, by himfelf, or indirectly, by his re-
prefentatives, or by fome one or other of
the very numerous relations by which we
are linked in the political chain, to take fome
part in the adminiftration of the affairs of
the ftate. Accordingly as thefe affairs are
well, or ill conduéted, each man, however
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remote his tation may be from the fcene of
action, derives, or feems to derive fome per-
fonal credit and advantage, or difcredit and
difadvantage. 1t becomes then, in a manner,
the interefl of each man, generaily confidered,
to affume that the affairs of government are
well conduéted; f{ince in doing fo, he con-
fults his eafe, contributes to his happinefs,
and gratifies his vanity: and thus, our ge-~
neral propenfity to error is more particu~
larly excited, and called into adltion, in the
judgments which we form concernidu poli-
tical men, and publicineafures,

Need we go any farther than this tendency
of the human difpofition, thus particularly
excited, to find out the true caufe why minif~
ters, however profligate in their maxims,
and ignorant in their meafures, of govern-
ment, have obtained at all times, notwith-

“{tanding the well grounded jealouly and op-
poiition of a few individuals, the confidence
and approbation of a great majority both
in doors, and without ; and have been able to
fupport themfelves through a leng foene of
iniquity and ablurdity, until at length fome
great public calamity, by an irrefiftible ap-
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peal to the fenfes of the people, has forced
them againft their inclination, into a know-
ledge of their real fituation? ~
‘What has fo often happened before, may
well happen again ; we may place the fame
confidence in, we may {quander the fame ap-
probatmns upon, the minifters of the prefent,
‘as we have done upon minifters of a former,
day ; and the fame repentance may follow.
'We may pleafe ourfelves with the gay vifi-
ons of fancy, and we may fuppofe upon the
affirmation of thofe perfons, whofe intereft
it is to deceive us, as it is our intereft in fome
fort, fince our eafe and our happinefs are
connected with it, to be deceived, that nati-
onal honour, and impertance and profperity,
are to be the neceflary fruits of their {yftem
of adminiftration. And thismode of think-
ing may become fo entirely the fathion, that
it Thall be deemed an impertinence in any
one who fhall analize the real flate of the
country ; who{hall compare the prefent, with
former, fituations ; who fhall obtrude pain-
ful truths, and prefume to difturb and dif-
place thofe pleafant imaginations, which
Bz have .
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have fo long had complete pofleflion of our
minds.

But whatever impertinence thus under-
fiood, there may be in an éndeavour to dif-
fipate a grateful delufion, that perfon cer-
tainly may challenge fome praife, at leaft
from the thinking part, that too finall part
of the community, who a martyr to the
public caufe, fhall fubmit to all the f{coffs
and ridicule which will not fail to attend
him, in an attempt from which his moft fan-
~ guine expectations will not authorife him to
hope for immediate fuccefs, but which time
only, and experience, ever lagging in the
rear of things, will jultify him in having
made.

The following area few refleCtions which
I mean to fubmit to the public; Let them
take their chance, '

It is now more than three years fince the
public was firlt flattered with the certain in-
formation, thata fund over and above the
annual national expenditure, had been pro-
vided by the fuccefsful efforts of the minif-
ter, which was to relieve by a continual, and
aecumulating operation, the almoft intoler-

; able



4

( 5 )

able weight of debt with which this ¢otine
try is oppreft:

Which of us was there, who did not,
when this {cheme of national deliverance
was unfolded to us in the budget of 1786,
hail with acclamations of gratitude, the mi-
nifter, who had thus provided for our future
fafety? Didany fcepticin politics prefuine to
doubt of the complete {uccels of thefcheme?
There was a parliamentary report provided
in its favour, in terms fufficiently explicit
and firong to convince the incredulous, to
determine the wavering, to affiire even the
confident. 'Who then could pretend to
difbelieve? Befides, the thing itfelf was fo
much to be wilhed for, that our very hopes
were ready to give it every confirmation,
though proofs of any kind in its favour had
been wanting. )

But alas! time, which unfolds all things,
has unfolded the vanity of our flattering
expellations; it is true that from 1786, the
time when our profpect firft broke upon us,
down to the prefent time, a period of more
than three years, more than three millions
have been iffued and applied to the purchafe
of ftock by the commiflioners, and confe-
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