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PREFACE.

Tre Lorn's Praver recommends itself to us for three reasons: |

1. Because it is the only form of prayer which is Divine that
W posspss. :

2. Beeause it is the only form of prayer which all Christians,
of all ehurches and ereeds, have m common.

3. Boeause it is a model of what prayer is—namely, Adora-
tion, and Supplication.

It is Divine, having been delivered by Christ; and He has
said of His teaching (John vi. 63),  The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life.”” TFor this reason, every
syllable in His Prayer deserves to be prayed over, and thought
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over ; that we may daily more and more be tanght by it, and
taught to understand it; and taught to feel the spirit, and the
life, that ave in 1t. The following pages endenvour, young children,
to suggest thoughts to your minds on thia point.
. Itis «catholic *—that is, universal. The spirit of Christ was
love, and peace, and good-will. All Christians, who are mo at
 heart, and not merely by profession, will imitate this spirit. If
“we love our brethren "—it is something very lovely for us
to think, day by day, as we say this Prayer, that every other
Christian throughout the world is daily saying it with us: that
these very words, for eighteen hundred years, have besn every day
on the lips of all the soldiers and servants of the oross whe have
departed this life in Christ's faith and fear; and that until the
“rolling years shall cense to move,” it will continue, down the
long centuries to eome, & daily incense of the heart rising to the
throne of God, until prayer shall cease, having melted away into
ctermty's song of praise.
Tt is very beautiful, and very precious o us, beeause it teaches
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us what prayer really is. In prayer, we address some one; and
we ask for something. This is Adoration and Bupplication. So
Christ “adores” The opening of the Lord's Prayer (the first
five clauses) is adoration. We learn from thess words, that when
we approach God, He is ever to be adored. Not lightly, but
solemnly ; not carelessly, but seriously ; not thoughtlessly, but
thoughtfully, should we kneel down to prayer: for God is a
God that heareth and answereth prayer. He will hear and mark
the careless as well as the careful. If we are Christ's children,
and of His flock, we shall always make this the condition of our
praying.

Then we shell “supplieate.” Our wants are to be made
known unto God. The spirit of supphication is to Taise our wishes
and wants to God, not to bring down God to us. We do not pray
to God to change His dealing with us: but the true purpose of a
prayerful heart, is to rise upon the wings of prayer to heaven, and
through this instromentslity, to learn assurance, and confidence,
{that is, faith) and dependence upon God as our Father—to give




