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A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE REY. E. B. PUSEY, DD,
UN OCCABION OF HIH KIRENICON,



A LETTER,
de.

—_————

() one who desires the union of Christendom after
its many and long-standing divisions, can have

any other feeling than joy, my dear Pusey, at finding
from your recent Volume, that you see your way to
malke definite proposals to us for effecting that great
objeet, and are able to lay down the basts and condi-
tions on which you could eo-operate in advancing it.
It is not necessary thit we shonld coneur in the details
of your scheme, or in the principles which it involves,
in order to weleome the important fact, that, with your
personal knowledge of the Anglican hody, and your
experience of its composition and tendencies, you con-
sider the time to be come when you and your friends
may, without imprudenee, turn your minds to the con-
templation of such an enterprise. Even were you an
individual member of that Chnreh, a watehman upon a
high tower in a metropalis of relizious opinion, we
should naturally listen with interest to what you had to

report of the state of the sky and the progreess of the
B



2 Introductory Remarks,

night, what stars were mounting up or what clouds
gathering,—what were the prospects of the three great
parties which Anglicanism sontaing within it, and what
was just now the action upon them respectively of the
politics and science of the time. You do not po into
these matters ; but the step you have taken is evidently
the measure and the issue of the view which you have
formed of them all.

However, you are not a mere individual ; from early
youth you have devoted yourself to the Established
Chureh, and, after between forty and fifty years of un-
remitting labour in its service, your roots and your
branches stretch out through every portion of its large
territory. You, more than any one else alive, have been
the present and untiring agent by whom a great work
has been effecled in it; and, far more than is usuaal,
you have received in your lifetime, as well as merited,
the confidence of your brethren. You cannot speak
merely for yourself; your antecedents, your existing
influence, are a pledge to us, that what you may deter-
ming will be the determination of a multitude. Num-
biers, too, for whom you camnot properly be said to
speak, will be moved by your authority or your argu-
ments; and, numbers, again, who are of a school more
recent than your own, and who are only not your
[ollowers because they have outstripped you in their
free speeches and demonstrative acts in our hehalf,
will, for the oceasion, accept you as their spokesman.
There is no one anywhere,—among ourselves, in your
own body, or, I suppose, in the Greek Church—who
can affect so large a circle of men, so virtuous, so able,



Intvoductory Remaris, 3

g0 learned;, so zealous, ae come, more or less, under
your influence ; and I cannot py them a greater com-
pliment than to tell them they ought all to be Catholics,
nor do them a more affectionate service than to pray
that they may one day become such, Norcan I address
myself to an act more pleasing, as I trust, to the Divine
Lord of the Chureh, or more loval and dutiful to His
Vicar on earth, than to atfempt, however feebly, to
promote so great a consummation.

I know the joy it would give those conscientious men,
of whom I am speaking, to be one with ourselves. 1
know how their hearts spring up with a spontaneous
trangport at the wery thought of union; and what
yearning is theirs after that great privilege, which they
have not, communion with the sec of Peter, and ita
present, past, and future, I eonjecture it by what 1
nsed to feel myself, while yet in the Anglican Church.
1 recoliect well what an outeast I seemed to myself,
when I took down from the shelves of my library the
volumes of St. Athanasius or 5t. Buosil, and set myself
to study them; and how, on the contrary, when at
length I wus brought info Catholic communion, I
kissed th m with delight, with a feeling that in them [
had more than all that I had lost ; and, as though I were
directly addressing the glorious saints, who bequeathed
them to the Church, how I said to the inaniinate pages,
“ You are now mine, and I am now yours, beyond auy
mistake.” Such, I conceive, would be the joy of the
persons I speak of, if they could wake up one morning,
and find themsclves rightfully possessed of Catholie
traditions and hopes, without vielenee to their own
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sense of duty; and, certainly, I am the last man to
gay that such violence i in any ease lawful, that the
claims of conscience are not paramount, or that any one
muy overleap what he deliberately holds to he God’s
command, in order to muke his path easier for him or
his heart lighter.

I am the last mam to quarrel with them for this jealous
deference to the voiee of their conscience, whatever be the
judgment that others moy form of themn in consequence,
tor this reason, becanse their present circumstances have
osce, 08 you know, been my own. You recollect well
what hard things were said against us twenty-tive years
ago, which we knew in our hearts we did not deserve.
Aceordingly, I am now in the position of the fugitive
Quicen in the well-known passage; who, “non ignara
mali * herself, had learned to sympathize with these who
were the inheritors of her past wandevings, Theve were
Priests, good men, whose zeal outstripped their know-
ledge, and who in consequence spoke eonfidently, when
it would have been wiser in them to have suspended
their adverse judgment of thoee whom, in no long time,
they had to welcome as brethren in communion. We
at that time were in worse plight than vour friends are
now, far our opponents put their very hardest thoughts
of us into print.  One of them wrote thus in a Letter
addressed to one of the Catholic Bishops:—

“That this Oxford crisis is o real progress  to
Catholicism, T have all along eonsidered a perfect
delusion. . I look upom Mr. Newman, Dr. Pusey, and
their associntes, us wily and erafty, though unskilful
guides. . The embrace of Mr, Newman is the kiss



