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PREFACE.

Tue following Lectures have been delivered in the
Friends' Meeting Houses of some of our large
towns ; the first four have thus become known to
many * Friends,” and T have heen on several ocea-
siong asked to publish them. Hitherto, one reason
for refusing to do this, has been the hope that 1
might be able to read them myself in other places,
to which 1 have been invited for that purpose. Now,
a3 T am expecting in a fow weeks to leave this
country, on a mission of Christian love to the island
of Madagascar, this reason for keeping them back
has ceased to operate, and other objections which I
have felt to bringing them and myself thus pro-
minently forward, have been overcome by the desire
o leave in the hands of my friends some memento
of past seasons of pleasant and refreshing intercourse,
and some record of the deep religious convictions
and earnest desires, which are fesbly set forth in the
following pages.

Owing to a great pressure of engagements, [ have
been quite unable to give as mmch time and thought
as I should have liked, to the preparation of these
Lectures for the press, Their division into chapters
was suggested to me by one on whose judgment in
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such matters I could well rely; I trust, on the
whole, it will prove to have been of advantage.

When treating subjects on which much party-
feeling has in times past been evolved, I have
greatly desired to avoid anything like sectarianism ;
if T have fuiled in doing this to the full, it has been
unconsciously. I believe, however, that the mutual
love and barmony of our different religious com-
munities is not increased by our being always silent
on the points on which we differ. I grant, we had
much better be silent than, when we spealk, meet
as enemies expecting blows and ever on the watch
to ward them off or retaliate ; but if, instead of deing
thus, we came together more frequently in brotherly
confidence, confessing owr own perplexities and
failings, as well as our mistrust of the wisdom or
correctness of the actions of offiers, cur love to each
other would be inereased, and we shonld prove
mutually helpful. It has long been one of my
most earnest desires, that the parting prayer of our
gracious Lord, for unity smong His disciples, might
be fulfilled far more largely than, since the first
ages of the Church, it has ever yet been, “ That
they all may be one; ag thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they may be one in us; thot the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.”

Hilehin, Second Mondh 4, 1267,






