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TO

THE COUNCIL, &e.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, ‘

Cincumstances connected with the progressive
march of knowledge, which so conspicuously dis-
tinguishes the period in which we live, have
placed within your power the opportunity of im-
proving greatly the system of education of young
men designed for the Medical Profession; and,
certainly, none of the objects of the New Uni-
versity, over which you are appqiuted to preside,
is of more general importance than the promotion
of the study of medicine. -To it, indeed, in my
humble opinion, is the University to look for a
large share of its prosperity, provided the system
of instruction which it shall follow be settled
upon a sound foundation, and embrace as its
object the formation of efficient medical practi-
tioners.

As the nature of your projected establishment,
and the era of its foundation, equally exempt you
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from being fettered by the chains of prejudice,
and, by a weak adherence to antiquity, when it
possesses no other claim to veneration than that
which is derived from the rust which covers it,
the public has every reason to hope, that you
will be guided in adopting your plans of teaching,
rather by their fitness for the objects intended to
be accomplished, than by any respect for the
established usages of other universities. The
more venerable, indeed, these institutions are,
the less likely are they to contain proper models
for modern education; and in no branch of study
is this so evident as in that of medicine, as the
principal improvements which it cam boast. of
have been effected within the last half century.
Impressed with these truths, and anxious to pro-
mote, by any means in my power, the benefit of
a profession to which I owe every thing I possess,
I am embeldened to lay before you my opinions
on the subject of medical education, in the hope
that they may direct your attention to so im-
portant an object, and, by induciag you to ob-
tain- opinions upon it from the best informed
members of the profession, you may be enabled
to arrange such a course of studies for those who
shall be educated for medicine in the University
of London, as may equally advance the profession
and benefit the public. :

1t is unnecessary for me to detail the ineffi-









