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PREFACE.

The wriling of gmeh n poem as the recond Tockeley Hall, g
Bomething more than aliterary Blnoder; it s o &in a[__r,ainﬂ:t rivilica=
tion. There wers limits, i would geswn, to Eha unprogressive
dotage of evon ootopevariankood ; Lot (e coneervative oy hicism
of Carlyle and Tennyeen proves that * revergion ™ may eometimes,
indeed, ** drag evolution in the muod. **  WEkat mutied adieus are
these gy contrasted with the sublime farewells of Rophocles, Simon-
iden, Cheocer, Goethe, and Lonefallow?

In the work before ns the anthor condewmns a world he refnses
to nndewgtandk  The mighty facta that breathe and buro alwnt oa
touch not & rmung whse Joftisst Sight insnlts the epiric of the ar,
The light-brinpgera of the cantury Dear no torch for him. Selence
is busy only with the new ssltvnomy, which dismwers the mwoon
ta be dead, bat not with Loiwe-lailding or the living miilionz of
the earth, nor with the new clomistry of homan hoppiness.
" Poor old history * finde good Dot in the prerent, where it is, hot
in the past, where it iv not.  The poet’s later vigion isall too narrow
to parceive the glorioue indices which are making history grander
than iteell; philanthropy, with love's lamp searching out the
hannis of the wretched ;) legtelation, seeking 10 ha hnmaoe and just,
protecting the weak enlightening thedark, nplifting the oppressed ;
politice, exalting and pxpanding civilizstion letlers, reaching
after hope, and strength, and joy; sefance, digcovering the onity
#nd completion of the race.

Eut not for the poet-peer ko °* Live into o pentler time.”  For him
no “soffrage of the plow, ™ no ' federation of the world.” e
forgeta that social problems have slways vexed, bud that a brave
age will polve them bravely. e perceives not that the present is
a protest against / petrified old formne, tyranny, and the devil;'s
and that out of itp seething and agitation new forme will ariee ioto
larger liberty, higher achisvement, pupremner happiness.
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4 FREMACH

The age, trae enough, discovers shameinl defaulls, aud man im-
proves too elowly for his asplratione., Butour laureate spends hig
force in idle lamenting, vain regret, wasteful Hlame., He deniss
remedy, libels liberty, denomnces eqoal righta, debilitates courags,
ignorca the forward movement of the nations, discourages the
onward hope of the world. .

What has the rave done to my Lord the Laoreate, who like
Feneca writes about poverty oo tables of gold, and who with never
# sorrow of hin own, might better employ his muss in polaciog and
strengthening the world, rather than in deepening ite shadowa?
The writer of these Tragmentary lines—written in wide apart
intarlodeg of doty and siwars Taneath ¢ha pafl of torturesome
carg=—might with far mows conslatency pose aa A peasimist. Buch
¢ luckless Wnodering Jew to whom life has denied even the
privilege of finding out whether he could write verses or not, hag
earned some right to condemn the workd and riot in s hopelessness,
Hut how doss sush an one, deeply lettered in the imn alphabet of
experienss, find mors b praise than to blame in tbhe Iack earth,
moed by fnepire a prawn than a lamenlation 7 Lifas is largely what

we make of it; and thersin one cowardice to ook besk from the *

plow, and one hereisn ook up atd one Verily, the world moves
Aeaplle ita laoreates; and he whe witl nob holp it on with & ward
of brave cliset 1d ite eneny and oot ita rgnd,

THE AUTHUR.



