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INTRODUCTION.

PSRN the spring of the year 1896, a number of young

ladies met by invitation of Mrs. Erminnie A
Smith, al her residence, No. 203 Pacific Avenue,
Jersev City, to 'o'rganize a society for mutual improvement,
Mrs. Smith was chosen President, and Miss Clara Frasze
Secretary,

The ohject of the organization being the cullivalion
and cducativn of o taste for the beautiful in Heerature,
science;, and art, it was decided to adopt the name of © The
Asthetic Society.”

Asa gwde in their studies the President advised the
use of Whites Eiphleen Cheivtiarn Cewtreries, which was
chosen as a4 lext-book, and the topics for essays and dis-
cussion were taken up in chronological order,

Beginning with the twelve Cmsars, the first lesson was



