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OUR CHILDREN

EDUCATION AND PROGRESS

How can we judge of a civilization, and
is there any standard at all by which we
may gage its power and significance?

This question should not be impossible to
answer and we believe that the replies given
by different thinkers will be characteristic
of their philesophy. It is a test question
that will reveal the true nature of a system
of thought. S{. Francis of Assisi and his
followers find its answer in the supremaey
of the spiritual over the material, under-
standing by the spiritual the mode of
thought which is entertained by the priest.
The philosopher of matter and motion
measures the advance of society by the
complexity of its phenomena; to him eve-
lution is a progress from the homogeneous

to the heterogeneous. We agree with
1
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neither and would say that culture is at-
tained in the measure that truth has been
actualized in life.

We insist that the actualization of truth
is the only standard which ean be used as
a eriterion, but we will not deny that there
are many indicators of progress which like
straws in the wind are signs of the times,
and inost of them will not be contradictory
with each other., Of these indicators there
are as many as there are diverse attitudes
in life, nay more than that, as many as there
are funetions of life in which progress may
manifest itself; and we will enumerate only
a few of them.

It has been elaimed that the standing of
woman in the community, the respect shown
to her, the assurance that her rights will be
protected, may be regarded as an unfailing
evidenee of eivilized conditions, The finan-
cier is inelined to regard that mation as
leading the others in the mareh of progress
which controls the finances of the world.
The engineer takes his measure of value ae-
eording to fhe amount and efficiency of ma-



