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NOTICE.

The following sketeh of the Life of William Whittingham, Dean
of Durham, 18 from a MS., formerly in the Ashmelean Bluseum,
Oxford, marked Wood MSS. No. 8650, E. 4, Art. 5, now in
the Bodleian, marked Wood, E. 84, Art. 5. It iz in the hand-
writing of Anthony Wood, in a volume of biographics eollected by
him for his Athenm Qxonienses, It is ovidently a copy of an carlier
MS. because the murginal notes’ (ses p. 1, note 1, p. £, note 1, and
p- 7, note 3}, are in the same hand 2= the rost of the MS., and yot
not written by the anthor of the Lile,

The only elue to the authorship is that the writer was in 1576 &
student at the Temple ; that he frequented Court ; and that he had
access—then rarely granted to men in o unellicial position—to the
State Papers of the pericd.  We may therefore presume that he
was secretary or under-secretary to Lord Durghley, or his son Sir
Robert Ceeil, probubly the latler, since the most probable date
of the Life is 1603, just after the accession of James I. The
manner in which the writer speaks of (ueen Ilizabeth (p. 10)
shows that it cannot bave been written during her life, and yet
it scems likely that it was written before the Hampton Court
religious controversy of January, 1604, or else this controversy
would probably have been alluded to. An expression on p. 36
also, speaking of the transactions recorded as happening ** so long



