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PREFACE.

For the period of English history trested in this volume we
are fortunate in possesslng an unrivaled interpreter in our great
dramatic poet, Shakespeare.®* A regulur sequence of historicsl
plays exhibit to us not unly the goversl charagter of each succes-
give roign, bot nearly the wholy chain of leadivg events, from the
days of Richard 1L to the death of Richard III. at Bosworth. Fol-
lowing the gnidanece of such & master mind, we realize fur ourselved
the men and actions of the period in o way we cannot de in any
other spoch. And this is the more important, us the age itself,
especlully toward the closs; is one of the most obecure in English
history. During tlie periud of the Wars of the Roses, we bave, com-
paratively spenking, very few contemporary marratives of what
took place, and any thing like 8 gencral liztory of the times wae not
written till a much later date. - But the doings of that stormy age
—the sed calamities endured by kings-—thoe sudden changes of for-
tune in great men—the glitter of ehivalry and the horrors of civil
wir—all left & deep impression upon the mind of the nation, which
was kept alive hy- vivil traditions of the past at the time that our
great dramatist wrote, Hence, notwithstanding the scantiness of
reenrds snd the meagerness of shelent chronicles, we have singn-
larly little difficalty in wnderstanding the spirit and churacter of
the times, —GarrDyER,

=

*Many of the pasages in the historfoal piaye of Shak & which 11 e
text of the pressmt volume wre referred to in the nobes, and & few aré themealres
trunseribed.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE FEEVIOUS REIGNM,

The reign of Edward II1. may be considered the climax of medi-
mval civilization avd of England's early greatness.  Ibis the age in
which chivalry attained ite highest parfection, It Is the period of
the most Lrillisot schievements in war, and of the greatest devel-
opment of arts und eommerce before the Reformation. It was sue-
ceadad by an age of decny and disorder, in the midet of which, for
omg brief interval, the glories of the days of King Edward wera
renewed ; for the rest, all was sedition, amarchy, and clvil war.
Two different branches of the royal family set np rival pretensions
to the throne; and the stragple, as it went on, engendered scts of
violence and ferccity which destroyed all faith in the stability of
government. —GAIRDNER.

THE WARS OF THE EOQBEH,

There is no part of English history sinec the conguest so obscore,
&80 nnecriain, so little sutheotic or consistent, as that of the wars
between the Two Roses. Historisns differ about many material
eircumstances; some events of the utmost consequence, in which
they n!m{:fl- all agree, are incredible and contradicted by records;



