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PREFACE

——

It ean easily be proven that over one-half the enormous annual fire
losses of the United States are due to ecarelesaness and negleet and there-
fore can be avoided. Beecause this is true, legislators who have studied
the gituation have enacted laws in their different states for the pur-
poge of reducing this terrific destruction of life and property by fire,
Nearly two-thirds of the states of the Union have now passed laws pro-
viding that the subject of fire prevention shall be taught in their gehools,
The subject is & most commendable and interesting one and the neces-
sity of a text-book covering every phase of the subject has long been felt.

I am placing this book in the schools trusting it will be condueive
of great good and firmly believing that if the rules and instruetions are
applied the next generation will not witnesa the extravagant fire losses
in thiz country that the past gemeration has experienced. .

It has been my purpose to eover the subject of five prevention most
thoroughly. If repetitions of the same cautions and advice have been
frequently made it has been done intentionally with a view of impress-
ing that particular danger or precaution upon the mind of the student,

As the principle of fire prevention and the business of fire insur-
ance are 50 elosely allied several lessons have been written for the higher
grades explaining fire insurance. A great deal of time and thought has
been spent on each lesson and the explanations and instructions have
been writien in language thought most suitable for the different grades.

It is my earnest desire that this book will meet with the approval
of educators throughout the country and that the Conservation of Life
and Property from destroetion by fire will appeal to every student as a
branch of study worthy of their most earnest eongideration.

MAMIE MULDOON,



Since the State Fire Marsha! Law was enscted in 1909, the fire
losses of Nebraska have gradually decreased. Fire marshal laws are
now in effect in twenty-nine states of the Union and Fire Prevention
Bocieties have not only been organized in the iwenty-nine states but in a
number of.the larger cities of the eountry and they are doing effective
work in réducing the fire waste in their respective localities.

This book eompiled by Miss Muldoon, Beeretary of the State Fire
Commission Department, is for the purpose of teaching, not only the
achoo! children but every eitizen of the state of their individual respon-
gibility in reducing the fire losges of Nebragka.

‘While the annnal fire losses of the United States are about $2.50
per capita, the fira losses in Enropean eountries are only about $0.30 per
capita. Probably the difference in fire losses between this cotntry and
Europe iz due to the fact that European countries have more stringent
laws than we have, but Ameriean eitizenship should voluntarily organize
. in their respective communities for the purpose of redueing the great,
nnnecessary and preventable fire waste that we are annually paying.

I wonld suggest that the school children of the state organize Fire
Prevention Soeieties as outlined in this book, eleet their own officers
and eommunieate with the Fire Marshal's office at Lincoln, Nebraska.

Miss Muldoon, who has been connected, as Seeretary, with the Fire
Commigsioner's office for over four years, hag gpent much time in com-
piling this book and I believe it covers the subject more thoroughly than
any other book on fire prevention that has ever been published.

If the teachers'of the State of Nebraska would take an interest in
teaching this important subjeet to their pupils they would find at the
end of the school year that the fire waste wonld be materially deereased
in their respeective eities and towns,

Very truly yours,
W. 8. RIDQELL,
Chief Deputy Fire Commissioner,



INTRODUCTION

To School Boards and Teachers of Nebraska:

At the thirty-second sesgion of the Legislature of Nebrasksa a law
was ensacted establishing a “*Fire Day,’’ and provisions were made for
its observance. The Chief Deputy Fire Commissioner has approved
this book of instruetion on the subject of “Fu-e Dangers,”’ ecompiled
by Mise Mamie Muldoon.

The logs of life and property has been so great the past few years
that many states have made laws regulating the use of inflammable
substances which tend to lessen the dissaters caused by fire. Nebraska
has awakened to the fact that to reach the highest efficiency in any
undertuking the children of the state must be aroused to see the need
of the movement scontemplated.

The law reqguires that thirty. minutes he devoted to the subject of
fire dangers esch month. The plan of this text-book is such that every
school may be teaching a gimilar subjeet at the same time, thus making
a uniform crusade against ‘“Fire Dangers.”’

e ““Btate Fire Day™ as fixed by law iz the firat Friday in
November, end there shall be appropriate exercises for the day on the
subject. Fire drills are recommended as a part of the special day
Pprogram.

We suggest that the program be arranged to arouse an interest in
the law and in its enforcement. Each teacher should seleet appropriate
songs and reeitations suitable for the day. Have compositions written
on some of the fire dangers.

Tenchers should have pupils elip from papers all notices about fires
and clasgify them according to the different leetures in the text-book.
A report should be made on the elippings for the information of pupils
and parents.

We trust school boards, teachers, parents, and pupils will so inter-
est themselves in the study of “‘Fire Dangers’” and in the *‘Special
Fire Day'’ program that excellent reports may be made on the results
of the combined eiforts to lessen fire disagters.

JAMES E. DELZELL,
State Superintendent of Publie Instruction,






HIGH SCHOOL

If you wounld be & friend in need,
Agsist npow by your word and deed

To stay the demon fire in its Aight,
For ours is a canse most just and right.

‘We are trying in this book by story and song
T'o wage our war againat fire along,

‘We burn up homea and buildings grand
By matches placed in children’s hands,

And esreless fires from matehes in the hands of people grown
If they could be brought together would make the nation mourn.

Matches left around for rats and mice to take
Bome of onr great fires and econflagrations make.

We destroy property of value untold
By defective flues and chimney holes.

We lose every year an irrecoverable loss
Because hot ashes againat buildings we toss.

By the eareless use of gasoline and oil
We wealth, property, end lives deapoil.

Byal:rurning trash and with bonfires, too,
We burn up homes and buildings not a few.

By lamps, both oil and gasoline
Blocks are laid in ruing by the bad fire fiend.

Gesoline stoves and oil ones sa well
Burn up homes and people too numerous to tell.

Gasoline, when used for cleaning clothes
Is one of our most dangerous and deadly foes.

Stoves overheated or too close to the wall
Burn up untold wealth beyond recall.



