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INTRODUCTION,

Miciagn Deavrow was only o year older than his friend
Shakespeare, and born in the satne county,  As Thomas
Fuller says, when writing of him among Warwickshire
Waorthies, ¢ Michael Drayren wis horn within 2 few males of
Williznmn Shakespeare, his countryman and fellow-poet, and
huried within fewer paces of Geollvey Chancer and Edward
Spenser,” Drayton's birth year wus 1563, his hirth-place
Hartshill, halfway betwecn Alhersione and Nuncaton, near
the notth-eastern border of Warwickshire. Close by, in
Leicestershire, just over the horder, is that one ol the many
Fnghish parishes called Dimyron—Fenny Drayton—from
which his family may lave derived its pame. The river
Anker flows by pleassat hills and woods, where there was
once the Forest of Arden ; it tows near to Hartshill on its
way to join the Tame ab Uwmworth, sod they were its
walers that fed the Drayiea feas.  The Anker is the home
river whose ripples are heard also in Dhaytan's seng :
¢ Fair Aulen, thon my Tempe ast alone,
Aped thon, sweed Asler, act wy Welfoon,
Dirayton's Anker thus hecame associated wilh a poet’s life, like
Herrick's 1Jean Burn, or Spenser’s Xull  When celebrating
Warwickshire, the middle shire of Fngiand, in his * 'ely-
olbion "—* that shire which we the heart of England well
may call "—IDiraylon speaks of it 25 his native county—
Ay native conntry then, wivich so Liive s)drits hast bred,

11 there be vicue yeb remnining in thy eaith,

Or any gond of thine thon beeah'idst ineo ma Livh,

Accept it as thine own whitss now | sing of Qe

Of all thy later broed th' noworthicst iloagh E be”
Dreayton found patrons in his boyhood and youth. Hiz
earliest helper was a Warwickshire man, Sir Heary Goodyere
of Polesworth, about seven miles northward of [artshill, whe
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fi FNTRODUOTION,

is said to have maintained Lim for soms tme at Oxford, and
by whom he was introduced to the Countess of Bedford.
Sir Walter Aston also gave salstantial help to Dirayton in
his early life ; Dut of that early life tistle s known.

It was at the age of eightand-twenty that Michael
Drayton published his first volume of verse.  That first
book, dedicated to Fady lane Devereux of 1'-.quriﬂr'ﬂe,, wis
des: nbccl in its title as ¢ The Harmonie of the C Shureh, eon-
taining the Spiritual Songz and Ho'y Hymns of Godly \ILD
T’“llTlathx and Prophes, ol sweetly sounding 1o mehlnn
of the Highest, now l1]E.‘.]i-] reddirad into buudr} kinds of
English metre : mest 10 be read or sung, for the solace and
comfort of the godfy.”  Tohn Whitzift was then Archbishop
of Canterbury, suppressing epigrams and other writings of
the poets, and it plewsed Lim to order the desbuction of
Dirayton's volumes, cxcapt forty copres which he seized and
kepl.  The Archbizhop, who was * bridling the Puritans,”
perthaps anspecied Porftanism oo bock prcm,s*mw e he
“lor the sulace and comlorl of the godlv.”

In 1593 Drayton publizhed lova sonnets and pastorals
ander the title of “Idea”; “The Shepberd’s Garland,”
fashioned 1n nine eclomies; “ Rowland's Sacrifice to the
Nine Muses,” taking Rowland for Lis pwn pastoral name ;
anid in 1504 these werg followed Ly ‘Idea’s Marror,”
“Amours 18 Qualoreaias,” and his ¢ Matilda,” written in
Chauecer’s stanez,  Thers i3 0 robast fresliness in l]n:r'-:_nr ton's
love pocms that sugzests an independent SpiTit in their writer.
They were addressed o the lacty of whese late coming to
town Drayton playially complained in one of his Flases,
and of whom he said in a zonnet 1o his native river—

fEATICE S et A ke, Jet the rlory Le
That faie 1ilea .-I||-.- Tiwesy 1:-_-, 1Eppege
but there may have heen no more in them than, according (o
poetic form, a poet’s playiul celebration of her graces. Drm
ton lived to the age of sixiy-eigil, and died a bachelor,

From strans of love Lthat carncd him credit among wits
and scholars of Nlizsbeth's Coust, Drravten passed to
strains of war in the latter vears of the reivn, when there
was no direet hefr Lo the throne, and none knew thot
Flizabeth—whe, for her swn politic reasons, had not
namerd 10 soccessor—had acren] privately with her council
upon all steps wo e taken 1o mike the ficeession sure,
It suited her well that a politic omission should be set



SNIANORLUTION )
down to ler petticoat,  Hal amang ler sulijucts there was
widespread expectation that the Cuesn’s denth wouk] be
made the signal for another cnil war,  lLadge for that
reason wrote s play en Mares and Svlia, called * The
Wounds of Civil War,”  'The Seeond aml Toird of the Three
Parts of Henry V1. on which shakesprare worked, had the
same thouzht m thenn  And the poets who wrote during
Flizahetk's last yoars the two clicl heroic poems of thar
time book for their warming themes (ke two oreat Civil Wars
af the past; Alichacl Diraytony the Baronsg’ Wars, aod
Samuel Daniel the wars of Vork and Lianenster.

Dirayton's poem lwest appesred in 1596 as “ Mortimeriados ;
the Lamentable Civil Wors of Edward the Second and the
Barons™ e had begun to wnte s poem in Chaocer's
seven-hined stanz, but fincding that too sweet for a tale of dis-
cord and war, rewrote the opening, and completed the work
in the Italion vetave rhvnie, which tihe strorz infuence of Tualy
npon eur litcratre had Lrought inka new prominence, and
wlnch was waed by Daniel also for his poom upen eivil war.

In the some vear (208} Brravton prodeeed his @ Legeml
of Robert ke of Normandy ;" and 19 1307 he preduced,
i amitation of Uwids * Heroides,” “ England's Heroical
Epistles.” Hethen woraed alresh upen his © ".]r,n'ﬁuuuri:ukﬂi,“
which was enlarged and pulibsleo in 1623, voder the title
it mow Licars, “ The Barons’ Wars”

In the same year (1003) Thavon welcomed the oew reign
with a Gratulatory Pocm, ¥ l'e the Bajescie of King James,”
which was ungraciously receiverd.  He turned with con-
teinpt from the cloud of James’s new kwights, and the
meaner life that gathered about the meaner Court of the
aew sovereign,  James, theugh s Solomon in his own cyves,
and ua.m'nhd a Bolowon by Irancis Bacon, had mean tastes,
and low-minded men stood high i Lis favour.  Danicl as
well as Drayton 1'Ll|l1lﬂ.l.|.{.i. Littegly of change of times.
Daniel turned his back vpen the Covrt and town, and went
pway to turn farmer at Beekiy TLnn. Preaytone tarned from
the Court, w lrlh”ht ol it will he found here in
samme of [.L3] does ] 1-11 b rave hoeself with new devod o Lo
s Muze. In 'I'v;.4 lie ||||.|.l|l"1]|¢|| dLosniire, e Ol In
1ieg he pubhished an edivon of s ¥ Darens” Wars,™ with his
historical poems, and * Idea.” Then he set to work manfully
o1 the long labeur ef o poctieal iesesiniion of ligs tative land,
which he called “Pelyoltien™ U looy-ways- Hanpy ), of which




