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IT is not more than a very few months since the
idea of admitting Dissenters into the University of
Oxford was first commonly or extensively enter-
tained. Some persons have indeed objected, and
that for a long time past, to the particular test of
conformity which is at present required at Matri-
culation: and some, certainly, have long wished
that the barriers of the Church of England should
be altogether broken through, and all denominations
of professed Christians, or rather all persons of
whatever denomination of faith, put upon the same
footing in all respects. 5till however it is un-
deniably true, that till within a very short time such
opinions were neither common, nor loudly broached.
These opinions have now spread most suddenly,
and most widely. With that impatience which above
all things characterizes the present time, people
have no sconer conceived an opinion, than they

B2









6

rations, having their own statutes and governors,
In the Chancellorship of Abp. Laud, however, the
government of the University was put into the hands
of the Governors of the particular Colleges and
Halls, by the Caroline Statute of 1631 : the right
of establishing new Halls, or places of instruction,
was expressly reserved to the Chancellor, and thus
the constitution of the University underwent a
very complete and remarkable change. Iam net
now concerned to defend the legality of this change :
though it seems to me, I acknowledge, strange,
that any should be found to doubt the legality of
a change effected under the sanction of the King
in Council, the Chancellor of the University, and
the Convocation of the University. But the
University did not cease to be national, because the
government of it was vested in the Heads of
Colleges. On the contrary, the Heads of Colleges,
by accepting this government, pledged themselves
to continue to receive into their Societies the Stu-
dents of the national University. Hence the dis-
tinction of Members of the foundation, and indepen~
dent Membere, In later times this arrangement was
further complicated, and confirmed by the establish-
ment of Exhibitions, or sums (chargeable generally
upon landed property) for the maintenance of certain
independent Members.

Accordingly, there can, I think, be no doubt, that
the Heads of Colleges and Halls are bound to re-
ceive independent Members: that they cannot on






