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CHATTER 1.

THE GEXNERAL PREVALEXCE OF TISITES A5 -TIE
FOOLy ©F MAN,

"TrE uee of fish as an article of food 13 of remote
antiqguity. "FThe Israclites, in their journey
through the willerness, when pressed by sear-
vity of provisions, exclaimed, " We remember
the fish which we did cat in Egypt frecly, the
cucumbers and the melons, and the leeks, and
the onjons, nnd the garlie ;3 and it is recorded,
thut muons the plazues brought upan the Egyp-
tians Ly Moses sud Asron, at the eommand of
(ipd, one was the turning of the water of the
river Nile into blood, and the consequent de-
struction of the fish, Exod. vii. 19-21,

The eflects of this destruction were severely
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fult, for fish formed nn important part of the
diet of the ancionmt inhabitanis of Egypt.
Among their paintings, not only fish-ponds in
pardens are depicted; with the fish swimming
about, but slzo representations of fishermen,
some cmployed in using nots,* others, lines and
hooks., Spears, az pictorial representations
show, were also employed, and 1o these weapons
we find an allugden in the book of Job, xl. 7.
The mosaie pavement of Prencete exhibits also
a mode of taking fizh in weirs, decoys, or toils,
wade of hurdles of reeds, windineg in varions
directions, zo 83 to entrap the fish, which are
taken ont by mensus of huskets or nets § sce alzo
1saizh xix. 8-10,

Fish, according to Herodotus, were caton by
the Egryptians like ducks and guailz, both salted
or pickled, and also duied in the sun, without
any other preparation.  From seme motive or
other, however, the pricsts were prohibited
from the wse of fish as fowl, and in the cata-
combs of Abousir, according to Abdallatif, (an
Arabinn writer of the twelfth century,) ameng
the remains of other animals these of small tish
were fomul.§

s Hes the pde made by e inhslitants of the low marshies of
Earpi of nets, muacy, (o take fish by dny, f0 semve as mosqmia
cortahes ot pizhl—eeslobus 3 Eaterpe,

¥ Soe e Sncey's Tronsletioh, {2t
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With repard to the fish kept by the aneient
Egyptians in small ornamental ponds, as their
pantings show to hzve been a general custom,
it iz probable they were consecrated, or held
gncted 5 euch a peactice, at least, appears to
have prevailed in tho east from an early period,
and 1is, perhaps, not vet exploded.  * Sir Jolin
Choardin twice mentions fishes reputed o be
sicred at this day in the east. In his thiwd
volume, le tells ws, fthat at 53 town called
Comicha, he found, in the conrtyard of a mosque,
bwo reservoics, or basing of water, twenty paces
from cach othor, foll of fishes, some of which
had ringe of honss, some of sitlver, others of
rold 4T appichended, he zays, fthat these
fish had the nings iu thar nosteils, by way of
orpement ; bl 1 was informed that it was in
token of their being conscerated.  None derd
to take them ; such o sacrilege was sapposed
to draw after it the vengeance of the saint to
whom they were consecrated ; and his voturies,
not contented to leave them to his resentment,
took npon themselves to puuish the transgres-
gors.  An Armenian Christian, who had ven-
tured to take some of these sacred ﬁsll, Wis
killed upen the spot by one of them." This is a
relic of ancient superstition.  Dr. Richard
Chandler, in his Travels in Asin Minor, gives a
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