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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

@ .V presenting this History of Schenectady County and City to the public, a few twords of ¢x.
Manation and acknowicdgment are duc.

The preparation of so large an amount of kistorical, biographical and statistical matler as
is comtained in these pages was undcrtaken by the publiskers in a spirit of emterprise and fiber-
ality that required no little financial risk. The Editor was induced lo assume the compilation
and cditing of this work, because he belicved there was muck important historical and statistical
maller thal was not in print that ought to be preserved in some compact and comvenient form,
and because much published and unpublished materials for the work soere generously and kindly
Put at Jis disposal by the authars and publishers.

Nearly cverything of special interest and value d with ancient Sch dy is al.
ready in prini, most of which came from the pen of Prof. Jomathan Pearson, the highest au-
thorily in this section of the country, to whose nearly half a century of unreguiied lnbor in an-
tiguarian research, the Siate of New York owes a large debt of gralitude.  We desire o make
generous acknowledgment to him for the use of his published works and unpublished ipls,
Srom which muck material kas been gleaned for this work.

At has not been comvenient to make special mention, in connection with the varions articles
themselves, of those who have kindly prepared them, in pari or wholr, therefore, we wish to make
the following acknoivledgements: To the Rev. Wi, Elliott Griffis, D.D., who wrote the excel.
lent article on Prof. Taylor Lewis; the History of the Dutck Church, Schenectady, is swbstan-
tially the same as alrcady publisked from malerial prepared by Prof. Pearson and Rev. Dr.
Griffiis,; the History of the First Presbyterian Church, is principally a discourse by Rev. T. G,
Darling, D. D.; that of St. George's Episcopal Church, by Rev. Wm. Payne, D. D.; that of the
Methodist Episcopal Chureh, by Rev. Samuel McKean and Prof. L. Hoyt; that of the First
Baptist Church, by Rev. H. G. Day; that of the Sccond Reformed Dutch Clurch, by ¥. 7.
Mariett; and the articlc on Temperance, by Peter Chrisler.

L. B. Proctor, Esq., the accomplished cditor of the “New York State Bar,” prepared most
of the article on The Bench and Bar. For the history of Union College we are indebted to articles
in print, by Prof. Pearson, Dr. F. B. Hough and Prof. W, Wells. Prof. 5. G. Howe furnished
valuable information contained in the article relating to the Schools of the City. AMr. Omic F.
Vedder kas rendered valuable assistawce in gathering matter especiafly refating to the Official
History of the County and City, and preparing it for the press.  The Editor hereby acknotvledges
the kinduess and courtesy of the abovenamed individuals, and alse expresses thanks to the press:
20 the county and city officials for assistance in examining their records; lo the pastors of nearly
all the churches in the county for assistance in preparing their refigious kistory; to the secretfaries
of the numerous lodges, societies and military organizations for data fusnisked; and to the many
other persoms who have rendered more or less assistance during the progress of this work.

1t is hardly possible that in a work like this mo errors will be fownd; but il is confidently
Aoped that if inaccuracies are discovered, the great difficuly of preventing their occurrence witl
be considered, and that they will be charitably rogarded.

Some differences of opinion vegarding some old historical facts have been discovered in pub.
lished works, and kave come to us by tradition in a few cascs. All information has been duly
weighed and preference given 1o what seemed to be correct,

The following works kave beem comsulted:  The Schenectady Patent,” by Prof. Pearson,
edited by Major 7. W. McMurray to whom we are also indebted for the use of plates from whick
some of the sllustrations kave becen taken; * Sander's Early History of Schenectady,” “ History




of the Dutch Church" by Prof. Pearson and Rev. Dr. Griffis; “First Seitlers of Scheneciady,”
by Prof. Pearson; " Historical Collections of the State of New York," “dnnals of Albany,”
published by Foel Munsell; Gasetteers of the State of New York; Spafford’s Gazetteer; “Memoirs
of Dr. Nott," by Van Santvoord and Taylor Lewds; “Public Service of New York State;”
and other minor publications.

The kistory of some of the towns of the county was prepared by the Rev. E. E. Taylor, who
s aceredited at the head of each. Many of the illustrations will be familiar to some, bul nwew
to most of the subscribers.  The portraits with which these pages are embellished, coming as they
do from the bureau of the most eminent engravers of the day, witl commend themselves to all
who see them, not only as admirable likenesses, but as choice works of art.

And now, after two years of labor, conscious that this, in & measure, falls short of what
we had proposed at the outset, the Editor may well say, as did valiant Captain Fohn Mason, in
Ais introduction to the Pequot War, “ I wisk (this task) had fallen into some better hands, that
might have performed it to the life. [ shall only draw the curtain and open miy little casement,
that so others, of larger hearts and abilities, may let in a brighter light."
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