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PREFACE.

T T

W|HE Egyptian Asntiquities collected by Mr. Mayer, came to
the Museum with the rest of his gift in 1867, and form
the principal part of the objects in this department. Of
these, the largest portion were obtained Ly Mr. Mayer
from Mr. Sams, of Darlington; some were brought to England by
Mr. T. J. Boutne ; some formed part of the ez collection ; others
came from Tord Valentia's collection; and several were brought to
England by the Eev. H. Stohart.

Mr. Mayer published a catalogue of the collection in 1852, whilst it
was at his Egyptian Museum in Colquitt Street.  Illustrations of the
principal objects in Mr, Sams’ collection were published in London in
18309. Several of these were obtained at the sale of Mr. Salt's collections
in 1835 (zedk the Gendleman's Magasine for August, 1835), The Hertz
Collection sale catalogue was published in London in 1851 ; the sale
catalogue of Lord Valentia's collection in 185z ; and illustrations of
the most important objects in Mr. Stobart’s were published under the
direction of Dr. Brugsch, at Berlin, in 1853,

Of the objects in this department which did not form part of the
Mayer Collection, a considerable number were presented to the town by
Mr, William Crosfield in 1861, some by Mr. Charles Stoess in 186g, and
others by Mr, J. A. Tinne in r87e
. ‘This Catalogue h2s beén compiled with a view to supplying a descrip-
tive guide, serviceable to the general visitor to the Museum, and also
useful to the student, for whom the Religicus Section is set out with
gome . particularity, many special cbjects described at length, and
references given to useful books in the Free Public Library.
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The Catalogue is not, a detailed List of all the objects in the collection,
but only of such as are typical or special. The arrangement and spelling
are those adopted at the British Museum, as far as circumstances would
permit.  ‘The illustrations were drawn some years since for Mr. Mayer
by Mr. LL Jewitt, E.S.A.

‘There is a running number throughour the Catalogue placed at the
commencement of cach description, and a similar sertes will be found
attached to the cbjects in the cases; the oumber at the end of each
description is the Museum registation number,

The writer begs to acknowledge the great kindness of Dir. Samuel
Birch, I'I{eeper of the QOriental Antiquities in the British Museum, who
examined the colleetion in March 1877, from whose work he has drawn
50 freely, and without whose personal help he would not have accom-
plished this task. He is also indebted to Mr O W. Goedwin for his
published and unpublished notes upon the Mayer Collection Papyri;

and to Mr. Joseph Mayer, for valuable infarmation, and frendly

encourdgeiment.

CHARLES T. GATTY,

Assistant Corafory Miper Colleefion.
Nopemeber 1425, 1877

NOTE TO SECOND EDITION.

SevEraL additional woodcuts have been executed for this edition by
Mr, Lewix, of London. In the lelterpress a few unimportant changes
have been made in the original form, and a short description of the
Babylonian and Assyrian Antiquities has been added.

The wnter 15 indebted to Mr. T. G. Pinches, of the British Museutn,
for a literal translation of a cylindrical seai and contract tablet; also, to
Mr. John Murray for the use of the woodcut of No. 2, which is taken
from the new edition of Su G, Wilkinson's “ Ancient Egyptians,”

Mr. C. W. Goodwin, the eminent Egyptologist, whose services to this
Museum are acknowledged in the Preface, died at Shanghai early in
the year 1878,

CHARLES T. GATTY.
© Sepiember, 1895,



INTRODUCTION.

L 1o

COLLECTION of Egyptian antiquities helps us to realise the

civilisation of the ancient Egyptians. If we szee for ourselves
the Religious, Sepulchral, and Civil remains of that people,
and examine them with attention, they will naturally suggest
to us many enquiries, The fact of their being exhibited in zn English
Museum, in such a wonderful state of preservation after a burial of
thirty, forty, or fifty centuries, will make us wish to know the nature
of the country from which they come, its position, and peculianties of
soil and climate. To sce the deities the Egyptans worshipped, makes
us desire to discover what was believed about them, and whether that
faith influenced the general conduct of the faithful, To see also so many
objects made under Greek, Pheenician, and Roman influences, causes us to
cnguire into the nature and extent of the intercourse of Egypt with the
surrounding nations, The abundance of hieroglyphic inscriptions, suggests
enquiry into the Egyptian language ; and the names and titles transcribed
on the figures, coffins, tablets, cones, papyd, etc., inform us respecting the
ranks, offices, professions, employments, names, etc, and give us some
netion of the construction of society in those early imes. The weapons,
tools, and various usefu! implements ; the linen, musical instruments, toys,
etc., lead us to a realisation of the Egyptian manners and customs ; whilst
the examination of the poitery, porcelain, glass, metal work, stone-carving,
and wood-work, Impresses upon us the advanced state of their arts and
sciences, at a very early period.

It is impossible, of course, to give much general information in a
catalogue, but there are certain questions frequently asked by visitors to
collections of Egyptian antiquities, some of which the reader will find
answered amongst the descriptions of the objects, and there are two or
three generzl and very important points which it has been thought desirable
to enter upon in this Introduction,




