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Foreword

HIS volume has been prepared in response to a large
and increasing demand for such information as it
contains in brief and simple form. The federation

of thirty Christian denominations naturally raises the inquiry
as to their points of likeness and diversity.

Such a volume necessitated composite authorship, because
each denomination should be portrayed by one of its own rep-
resentatives, with freedom of expression in setting forth the
values of each.

It also appears that in each of the statements contained
herein certain distinct characteristics are set forth which, as a
matter of fzct, are found to be more or less common to other
denominations. 'The prevailing sense in all is that of a unity
far greater than the diversity, and thus we find in these state-
ments themselves an exhibit of the need and practicability of
the federation of these bodies for the multitude of tasks which
can be done better by codperation than in separation.

Each chapter, again, scts forth, as a mare or less distinct
trait of the denomination described, the desire to realize the
Kingdom of God rather than to buiid up a denomination, and
while each emphasizes the peculiar contributions of the de-
nomination described, these thirty sketches constitute a more or
less sustained argument for codperation. One can see clearly
the possible adjustment of autonomy and corporate action, in-
dividuality and social selidarity, liberty and social adaptation.

These bodies have all federated fully and officially in the
Federal Council, with the exception of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, in which there still obtains some diffierence of opinion
relative to Christian federation, which it is believed does not
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B FOREWORD

indicate an essential difference of general view regarding the
spirit of fraternity and fellowship. At the last General Con-
vention of the Prolestant Episcopal Church this division of
view-point was indicated by the fact that the House of Deputies
voted by a large majority for full relationship with the Federal
Council, on which action, however, the House of Bishops was
divided or doubtful, and in which it failed to concur. The
final action of the General Convention was as follows :

H Resolped, That the General Convention of the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church hereby records its gratitude to
Almighty God for the growing sympathy and closer re-
lations between bodies of Christians, as evidenced by
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer-
ica ; but the strong conviction of this Church is that the
ideal of our Lord for His people is organized unity in
one body ; realizing, however, the desirability of Chris-
tian codperation, where practicable, without the sacri-
fice of principle, this Convention expresscs the opinion
that the Commissions on Christian Unity and on Social
Service may appoint representatives to take part in the
Federal Council.”

It should be said, in this connection, that so far as the prac-
tical aspects of the matter are concerned, the relationship is
little different from that of the other Christian bodies, and the
Federal Council has received delegates from the Protestant
Episcopal Commissions upon the same basis as the delegates
from its other constituent bodies, and has received from them
the same loyal service. This is also true of the federative
movement in general, the difference in relationship being
largely determined by locality and individual preference on the
part of pastors and churches.

The various chapters were prepared by the following con-
tributors :

The Baptist Churches, North, Rev. Albert G. Lawson,
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Chairman of the Baptist Delegation of the Federal Council.
The Naticnal Baptist Convention (Colored), Rev. Henry K.
Carroll, Associate Secretary of the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America. The General Conference of
Free Baptists, Rev. James E. Howe, former Dean of Cobb
Divinity School. The Seventh Day Baptists, Rev. Arthur E,
Main, Dean and Professor of Theclogy, Alfred Theological
Seminary. The Congregational Churchies, Rev. Charles
Sumner Nash, President Pacific Theological Seminary, Dis-
ciples of Christ, Rev. Peter Ainslie, President Commission on
Christian Union, and former President of the National Con-
vention. The Christian Church, Rev, Milo True Morrill,
Secretary for Foreign Missions. The Methodist Episcopal
Church, Rev. Edward 5. Lewis, Associate Editor of Sunday
School Publications of the Methodist Episcopal Church, The
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Rev. Wilbur F. Tillett,
Dean af the Biblical Department of Vanderbilt University.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. John T. Jeni-
fer, Historian of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Bishop Alex-
ander Walters, member of the Executive Committee of the
Federal Council. The Colored Methodist Episeopal Church in
America, Rev, James Arthur Martin, Secretary of the South
Georgia Annual Conference. The Methodist Protestant
Church, Rev. Lyman Edwyn Davis, President of the General
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church. The Presby-
terian Church in the U. 5. A., Rev. William H. Roberts,
Stated Clerk and former Moderator of the General Assembly.
The Presbyterian Church in the U. S., Rev. R. C. Reed,
Professor of Church History in Columbia Theological Semi-
nary. The United Presbyterian Church of North America,
Rev. John McNaugher, President of Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. The Reformed Presbyterian Church inthe U. 5. A,
Professor Frank A. Jurkat, Professor of Hebrew and Church
History in the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary, Cedarville,
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Ohio. The Welsh Presbyterian Church, Rev. William H.
Raoberts, American Secretary of the World Presbyterian Al-
Liance. The Reformed Church in America, Rev. Mathew
Kolyn, Professor of Historical Theology, Western Theological
Scminary., ‘The Reformed Church in the United States, Rev.
James 1. Good, Professor of Reformed Church History, Cen-
tral Theological Seminary. The Reformed Episcopal Church,
Rev. Duane Wevill, Secretary of the Board of Home Missions,
Pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore, Md. The
Evangelical Association, Rev. Augustus Krecker, Professor of
Practical Theology, Schuylkill Seminary. ‘The United Evan-
gelical Church, Rev. A. Stapleton, President of Bible Confer-
ence Society, and Educational Aid Society of the General
Conference of the United Evangelical Church. The Church
of the United Brethren in Christ, Rev. Josiah P. Landis,
President of Bonebrake Theological Seminary. The Mennon-
ite Church, Professor C. Henry Smith, Professor of History,
Bluffton College, The Moravian Church, Rey. W, N.
Schwarze, Professor of Church History, the Moravian Col-
lege and Theological Seminary, Bethlehew, Pa.  The Friends,
Professor Allen D, Hole, Chairman of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Five Years' Meeting, The Evangelical Lutheran
Church, General Synod, Rev. ]J. A. Singmaster, President of
the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg,
Pa. The German Evangelical Synod of North America, Rev.
J. Horstmann, Editor of the Eoaugelical Herald, The Prot-
estant Episcopal Church in the U. 8. A., Rev. Harry Ran-
some, Rector of Christ Church, Media, Pa. The Federal
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, Rev. Charles
5. Macfarland, General Sceretary of the Federal Council.

It should be borne in mind that these contributors do not
present these sketches as official representatives. Men were
stlected simply because of their familiarity with the history and
life of their denomination, Therefore it is altogether probable



