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PREFACE

T'HE rriter s reminded by the duie on the title-page
that ke is no longer a mriter of the nineteenth ceniury
alone, Possibly this should lead him fo wndertake nol
to treepass agmin upon the indulgence of readers whose
good-mill he has had to ackromledge repeatedly for
almost & mwhole generation. Hul it is perhape loo early
even nom fo announrce kip definite relirement from the
literary field. In any case, conscious ax ke i of Wiy
Emitalions, and knowing nell thal contemporary criti-
cism gf verse, favourable or othernise, i seldom of
much value towards fixing ils permanent position, he
can yecall with saigfaction thot he has throughow!
endeavoured to follow the honoured traditions of
English poeiry. Nor ix he comscions of ever having
written a line without believing then that ke hod some-
thing to say which demanded expression, or whick he
conld wish unnritten nom.

Pexenyw, Jawvary Isr, 1901
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