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PREFACE.

Tue principal aim and object of the
following biography, is to place before
its readers a fair and impartial narra-
tive of the life of one of our most emi-
nent fellow-citizens, the history of
whose public services, both civil and
military, 1s, for many years, closely and
inseparably interwoven with that of our
country. The many responsible offices
held by General Harrison, the numerous
important treaties made by him with
the Indians, and the prominent part he
took in all the wars and negotiations on

our North-western frontier, during one
1% @)
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of the most exciting and eventful pe-
riods of our national existence, render
his life one of general and absorbing in-
terest,  Indeed we look upon the politi-
cal and moral history of such a man as
belonging to bis country, and as consti-
tuting one of those bright beacon-lights
destined to shine as long as the annals
of our nation endure. To the character
of such a man, justice is rarcly done
during his life-time. The carpings of
envy or jealousy, and the misrepresent-
ations of political opponents taint the
public mind to a certain degree, and
cast a shadow over the most brilliant
actions and the purest and most virto-
ous motives. DBut long afier the stormy
waves that now agitate the great occan
of political strife shall have subsided,
when all personal opposition shall have
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shared the fate of its origmators and
have sunk into a merited oblivion, the
page of history will still record, with
perennial fame, the good deeds and no-
ble actions of the patriot, the hero and
the statesman ; and grateful generations
shall point to his example as a bright
and unclouded load-star to guide them
in the true course to honest and ho-
nourable distinction.

The author of this little work has
made no attempt at a eulogium. From
a long personal acquaintance with
General Harrison, and a knowledge as
well as admiration of his character,
he has certainly felt at liberty to ex-
press himself on some points relating
to his private hfe, more fully than he
would otherwise have ventured. Still

his sole endeavour has been to dis-



