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BEN JONSON.

Ervata.

Page 12, line 3 from end, for masier read pradegessor
wo Bd, 10, hottom, after Jonzon's dnsort Dext renowned
I T w jfor have rood hag
. BR .18 v for Polioy vead Politick

w 109, lines 3 and 19, for how eaay it is to find a mateh for Dickens's
Chadband or Btiggine, wead that it 12 not altogether diffenlt
to find & mateh {or these parsoniges

. 152, line 10 of the gquotation from Herrbek, affer ontdid, fnserf
the meak, outdid

» 186, line & from bottom, for Alezander read Jomes
o Lif, limes 6 and 7 from hottom, delete the younper
o 197, laet Hne, for Broome reed Broma

did not write himsall’ dobnston.  yhen e cnlled s

erandfather “a gentleman,’ thiz meant, in the customary

parlance of the time, that he had the right to bear eoat-

armonr,  From Drummond we Iearm that the poct's

coat was of ‘ three spindles or #homdi.) This indieation

has led me upon o somewhat circuitous route to the
B






BEN JONSON.

CHAPTER L
BIRTH AND ATPRENTICESIIIL.

JEXJAMIY Joxsox wes born in 1573, In the course of
conversation with Drummeond, at Tlawthornden, he gove
somn partienlars of his parentage. ¢ 18 grandfather
came from Carlisle, and, he thought, from Annandale to
it ; he served King Henyy VILL, and was a gentleman,
His father lost all his estate under Queen Mary, having
been cast in prison and forfeited 5 at last turned minister:
so he was a mintstor’s son.  He himsell was posthumons
born, o month after his father's decease.’

The spelling of family nanes varied almost in-
definitely in the sizteenth century. If is therefore no
argument against Jongon's Annandale deseent that he
did not write limself Johnston.  YWhen ha called his
grandtather ‘a gentlenan,’ this meant, in the customary
parlance of tho time, that he had the right to bear cont-
armonr,  I'rom Drummond we leorn that the poet’s
coat was of ‘ three spindles or shombi  This indication
has led me npon a somewhat eircuitous voute to the
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2 Bex jJoxsoy

conclusion that he was really of Border blood. The
main features of the Annandale Johnstones' shield are
o ealtire and o chief, the latter charged with threo
cushions, With this shield Jonson’s *three spindles’
have no apparent connection.  But I found that Barke,
in his ‘ General Armoury,” blazoned one coat of Johnson
az follows ; * Or, three fosils in fesse, mble)”  Now the
heraldie fusil 15 equivalent, ctymologically, to a spindle,
and in form resembles the peometrical fipure ealled
rhombuz,  On applying to owr Ieralds’ College I was
informed that no official authority existed for the coat
of Johnson as ybove Blazoned by Burke.! Next I made
application to the Lyon Office, in Edinborgh, and from
L. L, Stodart, Fsq., to whom my cordinl thanks are
tue, obtained the following solution of {he problem. A
sillire and @ chief formed the original bearings of the
Lords of Annandale, and these were adopted by {he
Annands, Griersomg, Johnstones, Moffats, and others,
with changes of tincture and additional charges.
Ameng such additions, that of a enshion was distinctive
of the Johnstones. In old Seoteh heraldry the cushion
wag presented in the form of o Jozenge, not, as now,
in that of a rectangle. 1¢ scoms, therefore, tolerably
certain that Jonson had retained the speafic bearing
of his Annendale forbears, namely, three ecushions,
depicted lozenge-wisze, in which shape they assume
the gemblance of the hemldic fusil, spindle, or
rhombus, His grandfather’s Christian nune being
wanting, it is lopeless to prove his deseent from any
of the numerons Border Johnstones, Yet I think the

! For this information, courleously and liberally given, T bave 1o
thank K. Bellnsis, Esp, Ulue Mantle,



