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PREFACE.

e

Taex has been 3 verv strone end Increesing Jesire m
this conniry, to make our commoen schools the means of
exeriing a more decided apd powerinl more) infigence
npon ihe children educated in them. The compilers of
this work, in common withatber Christinns, have felt this
desire ; and, as they have thlen spacial Inversst in writings
for the yoong, they hawe often hed Lheir gilention called,
by friends of eduocation in varicus garis of the conntry, Lo
the propriety of preparing sotiething fo be used a5 4 class.
book in sehools, with a pisw to Aiding in the peeomolish-
ment of 1his purpese,

OUn mature deliberalion, however, it appeared that a
series of reading booles for which selections zhouwid be
made, With speeinl raference to reaching the hearts and
cultivating tka mora) sensibilities of the young, might
eteri pn infinence mord axiensive and powerfil than &
didactic class-bgok Reading lbocks can be mors ex-
tensively introduced, snd alsp they sdmit of a greater
Vuriety in respect to the form and mapner in which tha
moral lessons are presented, and im the methods, direct
and indirect, by which the heart of the pupil may be
reached The resuft pf thess refleetions has been the
preparation of this vojums,

The design, th¥n, of the Momwr Venvow REsea is, to
exert a direct and powerful meral infinence upon the
hearts of the children recsiving education in the sehools
Hﬁmﬁ:mﬁmhﬁ&mmﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂlm
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Mithfal and indnstrices in the improvement of their time,
ohadient and affectionsate t¢ their parents, kind towards
their playmates, and upright and honest in all thefr inter-
courss with others. The selections are designed 1o pro-
doce this effect, not by formal exhortation or precept, but
by narratives and delineations of cherscter, sueh as are
caleulated 1o win their way o the hearts of the young,
and insensibly o instill those pritciples and cultivate
those habits, which will malke them nsefnl, both to them-
selves and others, ahd happy both hers and hereafter. The
compilers bave honmtly endeavonred to exclude every
thing, which they supposed worndd ba yneceeptable to any
of {he friends of piety and morality, of whatever name.

In the compilstion, the editers have been mided by
several individoals, who are, or have heen, prectically
engaged in the tuosimess of teaching, and hawe felt n
specinl interest in (he moral improvemez! of their papils.
Mauxy of the artisles ars original ; others have been con-
iribated by anthors, from theiy gwn writings ; olhers have
been seleeied by the compilers from such writings as they
have thonght soitable Lo thelr purpose; and, in this case,
credit has been given. It 3 intended thet this work shall
be followed by Iwo others, for classes younger and clder
than those for whom this is designed.

The name js selecled s cin convenient for the parposa
of distinction, and, at the mume time having pleasang
masocistipne in the mmd of every Amerfean. The come
pilers hope that this work may contribute something to
extend, among the rizing generation of cor land, those
feslinge of picty, philanthroppy, and patriolism, which
alone ean promote the permanent safety and happiness
of this nation, and which were s¢ powerfully inculeated
upon us, both jn precept and exampls, by the Fether of
his conniry, whose remains now moubder [in the toewmb ag
Moowr Veuzon.
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LEBSON L

WHAT COULD A CHIULD DD WITHOOT FATHER AND
' MOrRER T

1. It may assist boys znd girls = listle tp estiomte
their obligations to their paremts, to inqure what
would become of them, if their parents should refuse
to tske care of them any longer. Yeu af Limes,
pethape, feel unwilting to cbey your parents) now
suppose they should say :

“ Very well, my child, if yon xre unwillng to obey
@4, you may go away from home and take sare of
yourself. We capnot be at the trouble and exponsé
of taking care of you nuless yon are gratefol and
obedient to us.?

2 “Well,” perhaps yon woald say, “let me have
uty hat and coat, and ? will go imonedistely.”

% Youwr hat and coal!” your mather wonld reply
“The hat and coat are not yours, but your father’s.
He bought them and paid for them. Why do you
cxll themy yours 7

3. You might possibly reply, after thinking a mo-
ment, “ They are mioe becanse you geve them to me.™

“No, my emld,” your mother would say, * we kave
only lst you have themn to wear. You never hawe



