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PREFACE,

Tnrs History has becn writtens apropos of the
four bundredth anpiversary of the fonndation
of a University iu Aberdeen, My aim has been
to sketoh the eauses and the elfects of the
educational  transitions  threngh which  the
[};Jj\-m.ﬁgl}f cibns pagsed, and the varying con-
ditions of the mf]"{”;ulqtgy*utu whieh it lias had
to minister, Biographieal s details of the nro
fessoriate or the almmni, except in 8o far us

they have affected the teaching funetion of the

University, have heen strictly excluded. To
My, I’ J. Anderson, the Liobravian of the

University, who sngeested the work to me, and
who has furthered its achievement in every
possible manney, my warmeet thanks are dne.

J. ML I8
Fowpox, Cefoler, LRHE,
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Tuae story of the rise and progress ol the Uni
varsity of Aberdeen fors o peculinely interesting
chapter in the anuals of the acwloiie world,
studied cither by iteell or as an integral port of
the esreat edueationsl syateny o which i€ has
figured for 400 years. In the listory of the
North of Scotland ib has, of course, special im-
portance, as & distivel fuctor in the iaking of
tho peaple and thelr prosperily, in the history of
Universitics in generad, it presents several nspests
of rare interest,  The sy point is obviais; the
sacond involves a preliminayy explanation,

The University stands apart {rom other Univer-
sities in hawving recained i greaicr mensure son
of the medimval acadeiie prineiples on which it
was founded,  Mueh of its history consists in tle
straggle to ndapt those eondifions wo the genius
af the country in which i is siteated, and o
the ditforent stages of progress threough which the
paople have passed.  Awong British Universitivs
it holds o unique positico, brom the fact that 1t
was the first Universivy i this sountry to establish
Y l"'u-;ltlt.}’ ol Medicine, for i started Hle with all
the Faeulties complete, This ideal bas aot, it s
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true, been l..'{fl!l.ti.l'll'lfll,.i:'-l].}' voslisal,  The lTIJEI'L'k!t‘Hit-:_n'
in actond practice wos, until lase contory, ehiolly a
school of philosopby ; yet tie theoretic provision
for the teaching of Modicine nnd Law iz none the
less intercsting, Distorieally,

Lase of all, the Universicy Las o peculinr interest
whene stoddied s o cypieal example of an aca-
domie corporation.  As at present constituted, the
Universiby, representine King's  Collese in Cld
Aberdeen wod Blorischal College in New Aberdeen,
is o eotnbination ef two separate Universitics
that 5 to say, of bwe distinet degree-wranting hodies,
ereated by antagorisiie forces.  There was the
“Universiby and  King's  Collese”” fonnded  in
1494-6 by Williaon Elphinstone, Dishop of Aber.
deen, and ¢ Mavischal Collese pnd  University,”
founded in 1593 by George, fifth BEarl Marischal,
The mers names of he fourders—the one a chinreh-
min, the othor a vepresentabive wember of fhe
titled Fandlord laicy —imlicate the rival conditions
nnder which the Universities avose ; for the Clhureh
found p persistert opponent in the oobility, who
oltimately managed to ernsh 36 in the naane of
Protestantism.  The nesessity for the two creations
soon disappeared, bas the two corporations con-
tinmed their work for over 250 years, on almost
identical lnes, withio a mile of one ancther.  Thus
it was that Abordeen vossessed two sepnrate
Universitice, o avigue distinetion in this country ;
while Inglond iteell sonld boast of no more, It
was only natural that vivalry, which was vot very
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inspiriting, and wrangles, which were no help Lo
education, should mark the whete convse of their
history.

Thus the evolution of the University, as we know
it, has consisied in the adaptation of a medieval
constitution to the requirements of the modern
world ; and this problem, ditlicult encugh in itsell,
has been complicated, ad nownere else in the king-
dom, by the purely leval struggle of two separate
corporations, working lor the mest part on the
same educational Hnes.



IL. THE NORTI OF SCOTLAND BEFORE
THI UNTYERBITY,

Tur foundation of o University in Aberdeen was
altosether remarkable, alike for the daring whieh
iuspired the coneeption, nnd for the lLiberal seale
on whieh it was carried out, It was daring beeause
the North of Seotland did wvot ery out for such an
advanend form af ¢dueation @ the University, in
fact, came into extsleres not so much o supply, ns
to erente, o demsud [or knowledze, Lt was liberal,
innsmuch as the institntion was modelled, not on
the basiz which would dave met the immediate
waite of the distriet which it was to serve, but on
the lines of the fawous Universities of mediaval
BEurope, which were ministering to the most highly
cultivated contens of civilisation.

Betore the Tniversity arose, the Nerth of Seot-
land had seareely had o chauce o do more than
glear the grouud for civilisation to operate. A
perpetual state of warlave kept the people so busily
seeupied that anything approsching education, as
we know it, was an undreamt-of, abeost an onde-
sived, luxury, exeeps in one or two of the lavge
towng, where combination rendered the stvagele for
bare existence somewhal less diffieult than in the -
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open country,  In the threc great national strugeles
—the eivil war of sucesssior, the invasion from
Fngland, and the threarened dominstion of tho
wild Celt—Aberdecnzhire wag toreed to sake its full
shore.

Buech elements of progress as there wers eame in
iirge measure from the Chureb, which for a century
prior ta the creation of the University wielded
patreordinary power in the State.  Duckle, indeed,
Las psserted, in his dogmasic fashion, that duning
the Gifteenth century the elergy had more inflnence
in Seotland than in auy other country in Enrvope,
Spain alone excepted. 8L, Columba had introduced
Christiansity into the country daring the sixth
century, and had send his disciples north and senth
pnd east and west. 1o Aberdeenshive they had
eatalilished themeelves at Deer, where a  great
abhey tourished,  Tarther south, there was the
powerful - Abbey  of  Arbronth, damiliavised by
Soutley's ballad of its picuz anbget., The seat of
the ecclesinstical governmmcut of the North was
“fortloch, in Banffshive, where o holy house is salid
to have been founded hall a century before the
Conauoroy eame. It wasz ned untll the capital of
the Bee wag transivrred co Averdeen, probably dmiug
the twelith century, thag the town becatne a place of
irnportance, although wadition bids us believe that
St. Machar plabted tho sceds of Clristianity there
as early as 470 a.p. The choice of Aberdeen as
the eapital showed the wisdom of the Chureh, for
no other place on the northern coasts was so well
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adapled to beeome o commerainl centre,  Religious
orders sprang up i the town in rapid sueeession.
Willinm the Lion heooght the Trinity 'riore, his
son introdues] the Bloek Priars, and David IL
installed the Capmclites. The Knights Teuplar
carly established a hospital (the charter of which
was earried off by Udward 1), and in 1471 a
monastery for the Grey Frinrs was founded. 5t
Machar Cathedral was begun in 1357, and the
chareh of Bt Wicholas i 1467,

Aberdeen, like the st of the country, owed &
great deal to the Churen from the point of view of
mere material progress,  The town, probakly from
time inmernovinl, had heen a fishing port, and the
industry has grawn year by year, till it has assumed
the enormous progortions of to-day, In the twelfth
century, Willian the Lion had granted o charter
confivming the rights of the citizens to trade, and
a form of municipal government had been long
gatailished, for the burgh possessed o provost as
envly as 1273, DLat, after all, the town was
distingtly  primitive.  The private hooses were
merely  wooden  strictures, and  this  aceounts
for the fires which Irequently reduced the place
to ashes,  In abl the greal public works it was the
Chureh and ot the municipality thaf showed
spirit.  For instance, it was teft 2o the Church to
Liridee the two rivers, the fnnous Brig of Boalgownie
having beer buitt by Bishop Cheyne in Robert
Pruee's reige, and toe wore elaborate and histovie
Diridge of Des by Bishops lphinstone and Dunbar,



