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WESTMINSTER

L—ABREY

THE first church on this site was bullt {close to Watling Street,

the Roman Road from Verclam} oo the Isle of Thorns—
‘ Thorney Island *—an almost insulated peningula of dry sand and
gravel, girt on one elde by the Thames, and on the other by the
marshes formed by the litle stream Eve® which pave its name to
Tyturn (Th' Eye Burn}, before it fell into the river. Here Schert,
king of the East Baxons, who died 616, having ""“({";ﬁ"”’d by
M us, is said to bave founded a church, which he cated to
Bt. Poter, either from an association with the great choreh in Rome,
from which Avgustine had lately come, or to balance the rival
foundation in hooour of Si. Paul & neighbouriog hifll. Sul-
gard, the firat historian of the Abg:.'. relates that on & Bunday
night, being the eve of the day on which the church was to be
consecrated by Bishop Mellitus, Edrie the fisherman was watching
his neta by the bank of the island. Om the n|i:pn|ilﬂ shore he saw
a gleaming light, and, when he approached it in his boat, he found
a venerable man, who desired to be ferried ncross the stream.
Upon their arrival at the island, the mysterious stranger Junded,
and procesded to the chorch, calling up on his way two eprings of
water, which still exist, by two hlowa of his staff, Then a host of
angela mirawlunalﬂ' &) and held candles which lighted him
as he went through sll the nsnal forma of a chureh consecration,
while throughoot the service other angels were seon ascending and
dessending over the church, as in Jacob's vision., When the old
man returned to the boat, he bade Edric tell Mellitas that Lhe
church was alrendy consecrated by 3t Peter, who held the keve of
heaven, and promised that a plentiful sopply of fish would never
fail him as a fisherman if he ceased to work on a Sunday, and did
not forget to bear o tithe of that which he canght to the Abbey of
Westminstar.

On the following day, when Mellitus came to consccrale the
church, Edric presented himself and told s story, showing, in
proof of it, the marks of consceretion in the tracea of Lhe chrism,
the crosses on the doors, and the droppings of the angelic cnndles,
The bishop acknowledged that his work had been already done by

1 The Eye, now a sewer, still nnder Mew Bond Street, the Green Park,
and Buckingham Palace, to join IEI‘ Thames near Vauxhall B-riﬂ;;.
a




4 Westminster

salntly hands, and changed the name of the place from Thorney to
Westminater, and in recollection of the story of Edrde a tithe of
fish was lmitlr by the Thames fishermen to the Abbey till 1382, the
bearer having a right to it that day at the prior's table, and (o ask
for bread and ale from the cellarman,

Beside the church of Sebert arose the palace of the Anglo-Bazon
monarchs, to which it served as a as Bt. George's does to
Windeor. It is connected with many of the legends of that pictar-
esque age.  Here, while he was attending mass with rie of
Mercin and his wife, the famons Godiva, Edwoard the Confessor
announced thal he saw the Bavieor re & child, ' pare and
bright like a spirit.' By the wayside between the palace and the
chapel aate Michael, the crippled Irishman, who assured Hugolin,
the chamberlain, that Bt, Peter had jsed his core if the k
would himself bear him on his shoolders to the choreh, wpon whic
Edward bore him to the altar, where he waa received by Godrie,
the sacristan, and walked away whole,

Whilst he was an exile Edward kad vowed that if he returned to
England in eafety be would make a pilgrimage to Rome, This

ize, after his coronation, he was most anxions to perform, bat
is nobles refused to let him go, and the Pope (Leo 1X.) relensed
him from his vow, on condition of his founding or restoring &
charch in honour of Bt Peter. Then to an ancient hermit near
Worcester Bi. Peter a , ‘bright and beantifol, like to &
clerk," and bade him the king that the chorch to which he
must devote himself, and where he must establish a Benedictine
monnatery, was no other than the ancient minster of Thorney,
which he knew so well,

Edward, henceforth devoting o tenth of his whole substance to
the work, destroved the old church, and rebuilt it from the foonda-
tion, as the ¢ iate Chuorch of 8% Peter at Westmineter,” It
was the first ¢ orm chureh erected in fand,? and was of
immense size for the age, covering the whole of the groond oecupied
by the present bullding, The nid in 1049, and the
church waa consecrated December 28, 1065, t-"ﬂm"ﬁ%fnre the
death of the king. Of this church and monastery of the Confessor
nuthin%;:maina now but the Chapel of thaﬂ&:;lthe lower part of
the Refectory underlying the Westminster reom, of the

itoty, and the whole of the lower walls of the Bouth Cloister :
but the Bayenr tapastry atill shows o8 in ontline the charch of tha
Confessor as it ex its "

The second founder of the Abbey was Henry IIL, who pulled
down most of the Confessor’s work, and from 19405 to 1272 deveted
himself to rebuilding. The material he employed was first the
greem eandstone, which has given the name of Godstone to the
piace in Surrey whence it came, and afterwards Caon stone. The

L I'n 1251 the monks of Westminster went to law with the Viear of Rotherhitke for
the tithe of salmon caught in his parish, protesting that it had been granted by St
Pﬁ}‘l’n their Abley ot its comsscration. —Flefe.

ove compesitionis genere ' —Mafthe Pariz,
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ioma which remain to us from his time are the Confessor's
hapel, the side aisles and their chapels, and the cheir and tran-
segta. The work of Heory was continued by his son Edward L,
who built the esstern portion of the nave, and it waz carried on
b{ different abbots tlli the preat west window was erecied by
Abbot Kstney in 1459, Meantime, Abbot Littlington, in 1380, had
added the College Hall, the Abbot's Heuwso, Jernsalem Chamber,
and part of the clofsters, In 1502 Henry VIL pulled down the
Lady Chapel, and built Iris beantiful perpendicular chapel instead.

AT WESTMIRSTER

The weatern towers were only completed from designas of Bir
Christopher Wren (1714}, under whom much of the exterior was
refneed with Oxfordshive stone, and its original details mersilessly
defaced and pared down,

' The Albey Chuarch formerly arose a magnificent apex to a royal sr-
roonded by its own greater and besser sanctuaries and almeoneies ; is ﬂ-mww&
chapels, prisons, gate-houses, boandary-walls, and a train of other buiklings,
which at the present d‘nj'wem s:m:lejjr form an idea,  In sddition fo =il the Yand
arcund in, extemiing frem the Thames o Oulord Stret, and from Vauxhall Bridze
Road to the charch of 5t Mary-le-Sorand, the Ahalﬁ passessed minety-seven towns
and villages, seventeen hamlets, and two bandred Eixleen manoes. —Sardion|s
* dAnedent and Modern Wealmingler,
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At the dissolation Abbot Boston was rewarded for his facile

n by being mude dean of the college which was established

in place of the monastery. Im 1541 a bisho of Westminster

was formed, with Middlesex ns o diocese, but it was of short exist-

ence, for Mary refounded the monastery, and Elizebeth turned hor

nitention entirely to the college, which she re-established andoer n
dean and twelve seoular canons,

Mo one can understand Westminster Abbey, snd few con realise
its beauties, in o pingle visit, Too many tombs will produce the
same satinty as foo many pictures. There can be po advantage,
and there will be less pleasure, in filling the brain with a hopeleas
jumble in which kings and statesmen, warriors, seclesiastics, and
poets, are tossing about together, Even those who give the shortest
time to their London sightseeing should pay mot fewer than three
visits to the Abbey. On the first, nnwearied by detail, let them
have the Inxury of m:lj;g’ing the architectoral beanties of the place,
with a view of the interier, the chapter-honse, cloisters,
and their monastic surroundings. On the second let them study
the Furinm chapels which sarround the choir, and which contain
nearly all the tombs of antiquarian or artistic interest. On the
third let them labour as far a3 they can through the mass of monu.
ments which erowd the transepts and nave, which are often mero
cenotaphs, nnd whioh almost always derive their only interest from
those they commemorate. These three visits may enable visitors
to aee Weatminster Abbey, but it will require many more to Enow
it—wisits at all hours of doy to drink in t-huglur g of the light
and shadew in the one preat chorch of England which retains its
heantifol ancient coleuring wodestroyed by so-called *restoratfon”
—visits employed in learning the way by which the minster has
grown, arch upon arch, and menument o monument ; and other
vigits given to st.nd{ing the epitaphs on the tembs, and considering
the reminiscences they awaken,

" O Jet pae ramge the gloomy aisdes alone—
Soud Tuwury | tw vulgar s unkpown,
Along the walls whers speaking marbibes show
‘What worthies form the hallow'd mould below
Proud names, wha once the reins of empires beld ;
B g e o ot
e v

Stern pﬁﬂn:h wha mw E‘:nd.nl'l. stood §

ust men, by whom impartial laws were glves,

wd saints, who thught and led the way Lo heaven,'— Fickell,

In approaching the Abbey from Parliament Btreet, the first
portion seen is the richly decorated buttresses of Henry VIL'
Chapel, Then we emerge into the open sgqoare which still hears
the name of Broad Banctuary, amd have the whole buildiog rising
before vs. R

* That anti i
Whera royal heads Bl i mﬁﬁﬁhum D
It gives them crowns, and does their mshes keep 3
There made like gnds,hlelk-t martals there they sleep,
Making the circle of their reign complete,
Those duns of empire, whers they rice they set,"—1Fgfer,
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The outline of the Abbey is bea varled and broken by Bt,
M t's Churcl, which is not only ¥ interesting in itself,
but is invaluable as presenting the greater edifice behind it in lta
trua Ernpcrrl.innn. Facing va is the north trmosept, the front of
which, with its niches, rose-window, and ita great triple entrance
—imltawi from French vathedrals—sometimes culled * Solomon's
Porch,* 15 the richest part of the building externally, and o splen-
d.]d of the pointed nt:}lm A round win riow, howewer,

in & recent *restoration,’ is very destruoctive to history ;
t.!mgh the series of English saints, bishops, abbots of Westminster,
and other benefactors to the Abbey, has mueh interest. Be
the feable towers, wwally attributed to Wren, though possibly tho
work of Hawksmoor, is the low line of grey wall which indicates
the Jermsalem Chamber.

Facing the Abbey, on the left, are Westminater Hall and the
Houses of Parliament, which occupy the site of the ancient palace
of our sovereigns, Leavieg these and St H'argamt‘s for a mier
chapter, let us proceed at once to enter the Abbey.

The nave de !ranneptu are opcn free | o feo of sixpence (except on Monday
el Tuesday) is d for entering the c]'upull surrgunding the chair,

Haoars of mum TAE A, 10 am., and B pow, From the fret Sunday
after Easter vill tbciau%ﬂndi‘:;m]ulylbﬂu is & specin] evening service with a
sermon in the nave at 7 k. dinzoma, sed una religio,” was the mogim
of Diean Stanley in his chnluqd’iht preachers for ihe services,

Thre wnilex Qf.ﬂﬂ Wﬁ‘tﬂﬂplﬂlﬁy‘ wars the Allber in wipter,

Feliind the rich Incework of Henry ¥II's Chapel, and ander one
of the grand flving buttresses of the Chapter-House, throogh a
prasage hard by which Chaveer lived, we reach the door of the
Poet's Corner, where Queen Caroline vainly knocked for admission
to ghare in the coronation of her husband George IV, This is the
door by which visitora generally enter the Abbey,

' The moment 1 entered Wesiminstor Abbay, I falt a kind of awe porvade my mind
which 1 cannot describe ;, the silence seemed sacred. ' —Edwang Surks,
'Oy enterng, the nitude of the bailding breaks fully mpon the mind, ‘The eye
with wonder at clustered columms of grganth: dimepsions, with arches sping.
ng frem them tosuch an amazing l'mghl. It seems a8 il the awiul napure of the
%I{ prosaes down npon the soul, and hashes the beholder o nobeless reverence.
Egcll}ut“murmrdbdbylh congregated bones of the grest men ofpm.t.
who have Hlled history with their desds, and earth with thelr renown,'—
Wdl.‘l"h frvimg,
' In Westminsier Abbey ope thinks not of the builder; the relighon of the place
makes the frst impeession, ' —& erare Haldn's,

' How reverend is the face of this tall pill,
Whose ancient pllkum rear 1hekr marble heaids,
Tq1mn]ul'tlhnd1duﬂpnude 18 Ty
By ks own weight made stesdfast apmd Immoﬁ].-h
Looking tranguillity |'—Cewgwene.

' They dreamed not of & perishable b
'“".Im Lhn -:::-htd baild.  lle miae, Lr: haurs of fear
Eg;, to seek n refuge here )
ol Westmirster to roam §
"Wbcu b h'l.u Lur!l! and folly's dancing foam
Melts, if it cross the thres "= W ardemeril,
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i En.hmm e enil of earthly ﬂ“’
vs heroes, patriots, bards, and kings}

Wihers sl the hand and siill the tongue

O thase who fought, and =poke, amd sang
Hv:rt.lh:bnm the frewted nisbes prolong

“Thp distant notes of boly song,

As il some angel spoke again, .

“ ALl peace on earth will to men ;"

1f ewer from an E

B| beeart
Ois, here Ict prejadice depart |"— W isiier Scott.

®This is the consecrated temple of reconciled ecclesinsticn] enmities, Here the
silencn of death lreathes the lesson which the mowdt of lify hardly suffered 1o be
Ieespd."—Dlean Standey. x .

* No monument hkas ever boen more identified with the history of ncpfoph avery
one of its stopes represents o page in the anmals of the country.'— \eiils de Mog

* In thechambers of the dead, in the temple of fame, no less than in the bouse of
wur Heavenly Father, there are indeed " many mansions," many stages, mn{‘dclm
Each human soul that Is giited above its fellows, leaves, a8 it passes ot of the woski,
& light of its own, that no other soul, whether more or greatly pifted, coald give
equally. As each lofty peak bn some mountain country is illominated with & different
hueaﬁu own by the uni-F s, w0 alea each of the kigher summits of human soclety
i lltr:g!‘:; the sanset of life with a different colour, derived, it may be, from the
mite which i s ,0f fmam the relative position which it eceuples, bat
each, to those who can discem it righ]'f, conveying o mew and separate lessom of

l.mlhﬁl'durr.nf#idon.mdofhopt Dan Stanley, Sermon on the Dyark of .

Palwersion,

* Incongruity among things beautiful in themselves [s the very first element of the
picturesque. As bt is, t ‘Westminster Abbey hos suffered much, and s sulfering
mgre, at the hands of the modem ™ restorer,” its delightfnl want of uniformity is not,
and can scarcely ever be, overcome.'— M. J. Lofine

The name Post's ll}urnu,ig;;r to the southern end of the
Boukh transept, fs first ment Goldsmith.  The attraction to
the spot as the barial-place of the poets arose from its containing
the grave of Chaucer, “the father of English poets,' whosa tomb,
though it was niot erected till more than s hundred years after h‘is\
death (1551}, is the only ancient monoment in the transept, Here,
a8 Addison says, ‘ there are many poets who have no monuments,
and many monuments which have nutg:eh.‘ Though many of the
later monuments are only canotaphs, they are still for the most ];:Trn
interesting 83 portraying those they commemorate. That which
mtrikces ona is the wonderful beauty of the colouring in the
interior. Architects will panse to admire the Purbeck marble
eolumng with their monlded, not scalptured, capitala; the beanty
of the triforium arcades, their richness so greatly enhanced by the
wall-surface above being covered with a square dinper; the ooble
roag-windows ;: and above =ll, the pnrfa::dperdopurtiom of the whole.
But no knowl of architecturs iz n for the enjoyment of
the colouring, of the radiant hoes of the atained glass, which en-
hances the dﬁrﬂ: of the shadows amid the time- d arches, and
flcods the roof and ita beantiful tracery with light,

Fow, however, amony the hundreds who visit it daily are led to
the Abbey by its intrinsio beaoty, but rather becanse it is ! the silent
meeting-place of the great dead of eight centuries'—the burlal-place
of those of her sone whom, at different times of har taste and jodg-
ment, England has delighted to honour with sepultors in * the great

‘_
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temple of silonce and reconcilistion, where the enmities of twenty
generativns lie buried,'!

'I.ﬂmmpuﬁsaﬁmnmmn,ud our fathers that begat us.  The Lond hah
wrought great glory by them through his great r fram the beginning. Such a8
dld hu.r rule in tlmr ki men renowned for their power, giving counsal by

ding. ... ers of the people by their coansels, and by their keow:

Irld of leaming meet for the pboplc wise apd choquent in their Instructions.  Buch

as found out musical tunes, and recited t\unuh'lnlmg men Tomished with

shility, living y in their habitations Al these wers M-nured in their

retation, snd were the glory of their times. . . . Their bodies are baried in peace,
name livesh for evermore. — Ezelus. wiiv. 1-7, 14,

t "When T a.m In a serfoos humoor, T very often walk by mopsell in Weatminster
u::hm iness of the and the use to which it is applied, wit
IIJ ngni: Tusild ingm-dl.hi condition of the peaple who I in it, are ape

'I;ﬂ o kipd of mel Imh', ar mther lhnngl:l.l‘lhﬁa that is ot dis-

"llll‘l:.m I look upon the tombs of the ﬁ:w,iurrmlm of envy dies im me}
when [ read r.hc :pmpluqfthc bﬂutiu , every inardinnte desire goes cut ; when

meet with the griel of parents upon a tembstone, my heart melts with compas-
q : when I see ﬁltlnﬂhdl}bﬁ nis themselves, ]cn'ruldnlhem!rofm

these whom we must ulck[ Ib]l\w thn I sen kings Iving by those who

d:poudlhm when I co er rival wits placed side by side, or the holy men that

divided the world with thmmmddﬁpuea I refiect with sorrow and astonksh-

ment an the ke competitions, factbons, and debaves of mankind, When I read the

several datey of the tombs, of some Il:art dfed yeahmday and =ome slx hendred years

age, lmudutmilﬂ-td:?' 1Inllnfm‘5tmlmwmm=.nrhduuh
0

L

CUT OPEEATRNCE tOED }n:td-lw
' Dieath openeth the gate fo good m,tu.duth;:.dﬂnth envy § above all, believe .

it, when & man hath mwmirend:nnd upocm:m the sweetest candiche Is
J e Dl Lod B T b advie, tho haa
A uent, just, ! nane could a thou
suunded § lrlulhnnm hlh?iuh? thow hast done; and whom o m-»
Haate thwulrhﬂmtmulihewldmddumwd'tbwhmdmﬂ
;ﬁuﬂur all the far-siresched greatnes, all the pride, cruelty, and ambition of man,
.&MW &tnﬂmﬂ'uﬂh I]:mtwwm\h Hie =S B Hn"n:g:l 'Ifﬁw
Phe Marld"
f e best of men are bat men at the best."—Generad £amberd,

Those who look upon the tombs of the peets can mnrtn;:]ay fail
to obaserve, with aurprise, how very few are commemaorated hers
whose works are now read, how many whose very existence is gene-
rally forgotten®

1 have abways observed that the visitors to the Abbey semaln longest about the
simple mhh in Poet's Cormer. A kinder med fonder feeling talkes the ol'
that eold curicsity or vagoe admiratlon with which |I1tgmm tha apl“d
ments of the great and the heroic. Linger al l.nqlnnl'
friends and companions.'— HFarkinrion LT - ﬂu SM.&-BM

1 Macanls
3 We rm%n vain for any mosuments to Sir P‘Iuﬂﬂ Sldnl:;. {:I:rlul er Marlawe,
R,ubu-lSw thwell n]mDuM,,Tbﬂm{:a:rw Flal Sir John
-durJ Lavelace, Robert

?uuh:l Erlwd
[-m l'.imp &Ny fauwm, .&Mr!l-‘l' Marveil, Thomss Otway, Lk
Walio aller, Wilkinm Samerville, William Calli

1: "MN. Allan anag,, Willinm Sl'ml'mml'u.-1 William Falooner, Mark Akan:
l.ul'e, Thomas Chatterton, Tobias Smollett, T ames Beatlle, James
Hogg, Gearge Crabbe, Frﬂmh Hemans, L. E. [nndw. udu} n Kents  Even the
for greater memories of Walter Scott, Percy B,:u}n :r,, and Walter Savage
hn;'lnr ara nnr:ﬁrhl::ntzd Stained windows are supposed to commemorate George




