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ROYAL WANDERER.

CHAFTER V.

Conclugion ef the Life of Gregorio.—Sequel of the
affair betwren Crownest and Elvime . Remoral
from Berme te Gemeva.—Some account of the
place.— Pursuils of the pariy.~Interview of Ce-
rulea with the Fmpress Maria Lowisa— Adren-
tures which befel Lady Lucy Glengarry, the
Honourable Pipkill Crownest, end Sir Anthony
Leg.—Journey to Milan.—State of the country.
—MHasquerade, and occurvemces which ensued
thereon,—What befel Cerwles. — Departure for
Naples.

Ruasu as was the oath which Adela had

taken, it was not confined to herself. The

wild enthusiasm which dictated it io her,
VOL. IIlL. B
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had infected numbers of the youth of Rus-
sia, who had been fired by the most odi-
ous representations of the character of
the French Emperor, and of the relent-
less designe which he had meditated against
the Russian empire.

To follow the march of the French ar-
my, in their retreat, from one misery
to another, would be unavailing : it will
be sufficient to advert io the share which
Gregorio bore in this aggregate of wretch-
edness. His personal sorrows in some
measure diverted his thoughts from dwell-
ing upon his beloved Adela, yet siill her
image would frequently obtain the ascen-
dancy over every other impression, and
wean him from ecven the most pressing
wants. He was one of the guard of chosen
officers to whose protection and fidelity
Buonaparte entrusted his personal security,
when he began to entertain apprehensions,
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lest some desperate hand, from amongst
the soldiers, who had suffered so much
in this dreadful campaign, should arm it-
self against his life.

One night it was Gregorio’s turn to
watch at the entrance of the Emperor’s
tent; the Russian forces were at too great
a distance to give any annoyance to the
retreating army; and the wearied and
worn-out fugitives had sunk into swecet re-
pose. Gregerio was alone; the darkness
and silence of the night were essentially
favourable to contemplation and reflec-
tion. The long train of alternate joys
and sorrows which had chequered his Jife,
presented themselves to his view—the
few happy weeks he spent at Smolensko
seemed like brilliant sunbeams in the
midst of a sepulchre of clouds—heams,
perhaps, which would anen return, and,
by their lustre, gild the evening of his
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tdays,—The thought wasanimating, it gave
him new existence; he seemed to live
again to happiness. Suddenly, a slight
footstep disturbed his cogitations—it ap-
proached the tent—through the dusk of
the night Gregorio distinguished a slim
form of a soldier: to Gregorio's chal-
lenge the intruder made no reply, but by
a sudden rush te pass by him into the
tent, at the same instant wenacing him
with a dagger—Gregorio felt that a de-
cisive effort was necessary ; drawing a
pistol from his givdle, he aimed it at the
soldier, and fired: the siranger fell; the
report instantly brought out the officers
from the fent. The story was briefly
told, the bedy was removed for recogni-
tion—Gregorio exultingly cast his eyes on
the deceased-—but, great God! what hor-
ror froze his soul, when he beheld the
countenance of Apera ! She still breathed,
her Jast glance caught the countenance
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of her husband: in death she remembered
the well-known object of her love, and
softly murmuring his name, she breathed
out her soul.

But Gregorio was unconscious of what
passed. He had discovered too much—
the terrible act which he had innocently
committed was irremediable, and ils ef-
fects were not to be conquered. He re-
covered, hot reason had forsaken her seat ;
force was necessary to restrain him—
some letters on the person of Adela and
himself explained the fatal mystery—the
Emperor was touched with pity at his
misfortunes, and ordered him to be con-
ducted home with every possible attention,
Ah! what a sight for a father and a sister,
who doated on him! 'Time, however,
which softened down the ravings of Gre-
gorio to a settled and gloomy melancholy,
alleviated the sorrows of his distressed re-
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latives, and rendered them able to endure
the sight of his grief with less poignancy
than at the moment of his return.  Such
was the sitvalion of the family of St
Valune, when Cernlea and her atten-
dants broke in upon their solitude.

The sorrowful narrative which Elvine
had put into his hands, Crownest read
aleud to all his companions, who deeply
participated in his sympathy for the af-
flictions of this melancholy family. The
ardor which characterized Crownest, as
he spoke of Elvine, could net but attract
the notice of Cerulea in a most particu-
lar manner; she began to suspect what
had long been evident to all around her,
that he was more than ordinarily touched
by the charms of the young recluse, and
this discovery caused her much uneasi-
ness, for she held herself to be responsible
to his family for his safe return; and



