GERMAI:)Y'S HOUR
F
DESTINY, PP. 3 - 61



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649295722

Germany's Hour of Destiny, pp. 3 - 61 by H. Frobenius

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



H. FROBENIUS

GERMAI:)Y'S HOUR
F
DESTINY, PP. 3 - 61

ﬁTrieste






Corynicur, 1914,
Yy
THE INTERNATIONAL MONTHLY inc




o e, BT

\\r

K

L

i

|L “

Ny

o

\."“!

28

S g
b
g
i

INTRODUCTION

By WiLriam R, SHEPHERD *

The little book, of which the following is = translation,
first appeared last March and has already entered upon its
twelfth edition. Tt is the German answer to 2 work written
some years ago by Homer Lea, an American soldier who won
fame at the time of the Boxer outbreak in China. Frank,
earnest, genuine in tone and in statement, it offers a clear-cut
study of the international situation that brought on the pres-
ent war. 1t possesses, also, the great merit of brevity.

In this book one finds naught of the “mailéd fist,” of
“sabre-rattling” or any of the other bogies which the oppo-
nents of Germany and her ally conjure up. It strives, instead,
to explain, calmly and logically, what a German patriot be-
lieves to be his country’s viewpoint. It is just the sort of
document that should appeal to the American reader of open
mind who refuses to allow the quantity, rather than the qual-
ity, of information to aid him in framing his judgment. It
serves not to shake our neutrality, but to strengthen it.

The author describes the motives and aims of the chief
powers now engaged in the struggle across the seas. For
many years they have been playing a pigantic game. The
moves and counter-moves, indeed, can be traced for centuries

*Professor of History in Columbia University, New York., He has
devoted special attention to the problems involved in the expansion of
the European nations, and has traveled widely in Europe, Asia and Latin
America,
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4 ' INTRODUCTION

on the map of the world. Diplomatically they have reached
a deadlock. Chaosing, then, to ignore the fact that Germany
has spent far less on armaments than they have, and accusing
her of a “militarism,” which, however, has kefxt the peace for
more than forty years, her three great antagonists have been
preparing to break the peace and te use the armaments: Rus-
sita—to throw down the walls of Berlin and Vienna, which
bar the way to Constantineple and the North Atlantic; Eng-
land—to dismantle the flect that guards a growing merchant
marine, and France—to regain the territorics lost in an ear-
lier war. -

From 2 national standpeint, as nations are censtituted to-
day, the desires of Russia, England and France are perfectly
legitimate; but so also are the interests of Germany and Aus-
tria-Hungary. It is only fair, therefore, that the American
who loves his country and hates hypocrisy~should “hear the
other side,” especially when it is presented in so candid and
straightforward a fashion.



GERMANY'S HOUR OF DESTINY

By Corowern H. Fropenivs, RETIRED

It cannot be said that the federation of the German
States and the renaissance of the German Empire in 1870-71
aroused great satisfaction in any Furopean country. It
seemed to the Great Powers that the political balance in
Europe had been disturbed by the fact that, in the central
region, which hitherto had supplied them with a welcome
battleground for their struggles, there had arisen a power
which commanded respect; and they were able to instill such
fear of “plunder-loving Germany,” and of her “greed for
territory,” in the smaller states, that even to-day the experi-
ence of forty-three years of peace has been unable to eradi-
cate it. Yet by placing a great restraint upon itself, even to
the extent of occasionally waiving its lawful rights, this new
Empire, strong by reason of its military force, has proven”
itself a rock of security, and is chiefly responsible for these
long years of peace.

There has indeed been no lack of pretexts for war dur—
ing this period, and often the great statesmanship of a
Bismarck was necessary to extinguish, before it was too late,
the glowing spark which threatened to set fire to all Europe.
However, since Russia is no longer bound by any treaty,
since her interests have driven France into the arms of Rus-
sia, and since England believes her economic and military
supremacy in the world at large to be threatened by Ger-
many, conditions are beginning to shape themselves so un-
favorably for the German Empire that its patience will be
unable to endure the policy ef annoyance much longer, and
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the probability of a warlike solution at not too distant a time
must be reckoned with. Iet us examine what would be the
interests of the chief, and therefore most dangerous oppo-
nents of Germany in such a war, which would doubtless
involve the whole of Europe,

I. GREAT BRITAIN

An American, but an enthusiastic Angle-Saxon, Homer
Lea, published a book 2 short time ago, “The Day of the
Saxon," transleted by Count E. Reventlow, as “Des Britis-
chen Reiches Schicksalsstunde™ (Berlin, 1913, E. 8. Mittler
& Son). In this he describes the dangers which have threat-
. ened the British world empire, since it has Jost so much of

its former prowess and has neglected its preparations for war
(so far as a sufficient land force is concerned}, to-such an
extent that it is no longer in a position to protect its gigantic
possessions all over the world. “The old ideals,” he says,
“that made possible the Empire have been put aside. The
militant spirit has become of secondary consideration; it is
now hardly more than the spirit of trade, lazy and satisfied
with the accumulation of things which are useless to national
and racial progress.” On the other hand this world empire,
extending over the whole earth and embracing all its princi-
pal regions, presents enormous difficulties in the way of the
‘expansion of other nations. Consequently, a conflict with
the principal states that are in urgent need of expansion, Ger-
many and Japan, is inevitable, springing as it does from in-
terests vital to the life of these states. In the case of Russia,
however, which stil! has a vast territory at the disposal of her
steadily increasing population, the motive for expansion lies
in a npatural endeavor to secure an assured means of commu-
nication with the ocean, According to Homer Lea, Ger-
many seems to be FEngland’s most dangerons opponent;
indeed, England should never have permitted it to become
united. She should rather have taken advantage of the dis-
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union and dissension of Europe after Napoleon to make her-
self mistress of the European continent,. WWhether she had
the opportunity and power to do it, the author does not con-

., sider. Indeed, since 1870, Germany has actually become a

dangerous—not opponent—but rival of England in the mar-
kets of the world. The first blow at England’s highly de-
veloped industry was made by Alfred Krupp, as early as the
London World's Fair of 1851, when to the greatest achieve-
ment of the English steel industry, a block of 1,000’ pounds,
he opposed a similar one of 4,400 pounds; and when, in the
World’s Fair of 1862, in addition to a block of 4,000
pounds, he was able to exhibit breech-loading guns and huge
propellershafts for ships, he won for the German iron in-
dustry the first place which had so long been claimed by the
English. The perfect efficiency of his movable campaign-
guns in the war of 1870-71 secured German gun-making a
place in the world which, thanks to the untiring energy of
our manufacturers, could not be disturbed even by the great
efforts of English industry. Energetic representatives of
other industries, toe, rushed into the breach made by Krupp,
and the resultant commerce, spreading to all parts of the
world, soon enabled Germany to become an important rival
in the world market.

She was not yet a dangerous-one, because as long as the
British fle¢t had undisputed control of all the sea-routes, if
it came to the worst, the German merchant marine could, at
the first favorable opportunity, be swept off the sea with little
delay. The war of trade began to be dangerous only when
Germany commenced to build warships to protect her com-
merce, and finally proceeded from a.purely defensive coast
protection to the construction of a fleet of war which devel-
oped into a considerable factor in German military power.
The political causes for the opposition of England are due to
an astonishing and cbvious enough fear of German naval
power.  In order to make plain the motives which have hith-
erto shaped England's palicy, let us review her past.
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Ever since this country has played a part in the history
of the great naval Powers, that is to say, ever since she
started to secure for herself a position as a maritime power,
her opponent has always been the strongest naval state at
that particular time. Just as she was in constant opposition
to the world dominion of Spain and Portugal, as long as
these countries ruled the sea, so she turned against Holland,
as soon as that country, after winning its independence from
the Spanish yoke, had gained for itself the position of mis-
tress of the seas. The moment Holland, misunderstanding
its fundamental and vital necessities, 2nd hard pressed on its
land frontier, neglected its naval equipment, England took
the field agzinst another power, against France, which under
Colbert’s wise leadership, was growing powerful at sea.
Great Britain persisted in this apposition as long as no other
country seemed to her more dangerous. Wherever we find
France, impelled. by a restless ambitious policy, caught in
some conflict, there we find Great Britain invariably on the
side of the opponent, even when English interests were not
direetly concerned. And we find this state of affairs un-
changed until there appeared on the horizon another power
that threatened the Island Kingdom even more formidably
than our western neighbor. _

Slowly, but steadily, Russia had extended her boundaries
in Asia. With rare obstinacy she sent her Cossack hordes to
the east and south, and England saw that she must prepare
herself for the moment when her own endeavors at expan-
sion, with India as her point of departure, would meet with
opposition from Russia. The danger arose from the fact
that there her strength was not great; that, therefore, in a
conflict in the heart of Asia, she might easily be at a disad-
vantage. [t was necessary to wait for an opportunity to en-
counter her future opponent at sea. This presented itself
when Russia tried to increase her powers in the Balkans in
the war against Turkey. The Crimean War broke out and
suddenly we find England allied with her arch enemy,



